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                 Child and childhood social construction

          This essay will present why a child is an integral part of their social and physical environment. How the environment shapes his identity, at the same time, why family, peers and the wider social environment play a significant role in the formation of children's identity. The diversity of attitudes and opinions of the image of the child and of childhood through the history will be presented. Why childhood is presented as a social construct. The way in which children and childhood are treated in society, and how it is the product of a complex interaction of social, economic, cultural, and historical, geographical factors. At the same time, it gives us an idea of why attitudes and opinions about children and childhood are different. How the changes that have taken place in the UK have affected children and their childhood lives. What was the factor in the UK to see a child from a different perspective?
          When we say child, the term child should be considered the most important part of humanity, the originator of everything in the world. A child is a personality from birth to 18 years. It should be taken seriously and respected. It is a researcher and active creator of its knowledge, a social subject with specific needs, rights, and culture. Definition of child can see from three perspective: 1/Biological,2/ legal (everyone under the age 18) and 3/Governmental (protect by policy) (UNICEF, 2017). A creative being with specific creative and expressive potentials However, the very definition of a child and childhood does not exist. Childhood is a period in life that differs in different conditions. We cannot put or present the notion of childhood as a universal notion. It is considered that childhood is the creation of a certain socio-cultural and historical context (Wilson, 2019).
Childhood can never be separated from other components such as class, gender, ethnography, culture, sociality, politics. This shows the difference between a child and childhood, which is proof that there is no universal definition for childhood. The terms child and childhood, as social constructions, are a period in a person's development, which have not been framed by a definition for a long time. It was even more difficult to develop them within the legal framework (Thompson, 2015). Thus, the concept of childhood is considered a social construction, which is related to the socio-economic, cultural, religious, and political situation of the state, and each is different, which will be presented later. In addition to socio-economic differences, we have the root of the child and that is the family, which in themselves do not have the same characteristics and do not give the same impact to the child whether they are in the same country or in a different one. This shows us that expectations from children are different (Ali Norozi and Moen, 2016). 
In the world today, 218 million children, aged 5-17, work. They are trapped in severe and worst forms of dangerous, illegal, degrading work. Children are used for work or other purposes for the benefit of adults. Exploitation includes the work of children inappropriate for their age (coercion and excessive work that does not correspond to the age of minors, neglect and abuse of minors, prostitution of children or selfishness leads to other acts harmful to its development), which is now considered a crime (Silvercare, n.d.).
Yemen, for example has extremely poor social conditions. Children help their family economically with their work (Youtube,2007). This child, doesn’t go to school, doesn’t have proper childhood, doesn’t safe. Children are vulnerable, unprotected. Also, a child marriage where girls from Ethiopia marry young. Getting married before the age of 18 endangers girls and their childhood and life. In rural areas, they have a practice that child marriages are more common, as there is poverty, women's illiteracy, and lack of access to education and health care. The reasons for the occurrence of child marriages are different and complex. Different economic, political, and socio-cultural factors are the reasons why people decide to marry their children. These actions affect the girl's health, as well as her future and the future of the environment (UNICEF, 2016). While in other countries children are used in prostitution as a source of income, child prostitution in England is punishable. Unprotected children are victims of crime.
The attitude towards children is not the same everywhere. In England, we have another situation, where the law stipulates, that children must go to school until the age of 16 and must have training until the age of 18. The United Kingdom has accepted and signed the Convention on the Protection of Children United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989).  
This example shows the different socio-economic situations between countries. Which gives us an insight into different treatments, attitudes towards children. All this shows us how childhood cannot be universal and how the construction of childhood is in fact a social construction. Childhood is also influenced, contracted, under family. They are different families, and even in the same state on the same street, they have different attitudes. Social concepts of the family are different. A family for children in childhood is not just a nuclear family. She can be divorced, single parent, same-sex parents, children who live adopted, live with grandparents. And not only family as a composition, but also families that differ socially, culturally, by religion. Their impact on the child is different, so childhood in the same country, in the same city is different. The family has a very important role in human development, in the development of childhood. She is a mediator between society and the individual and performs more functions than any social group. The family is a specific social group that has historically changed and developed, in which socio-economic, biological, and psychological factors intertwine. 
[bookmark: _Hlk102338448]How children have been treated in European constructions of the past, we can identify three ways The period of the 16th and 17th centuries, where we have a Christian view, associated with the Puritans, says that children are considered evil people Then we have John Locke (1632-1704) where it is presented that children are neither bad nor good, they are just a reflection of education and environment And the third example is Rousseau (1712-1778) where it is said that children are good until they are corrupted by adults. Throughout this historical time, it is also presented how childhood changes throughout history and how childhood is social construction (Ulanowicz, n.d.). In the historical period of the Greek and Roman eras, Philipe Arience, through various writings, portraits analyze how children were treated at this time. In the past, the Romans used the term child to identify a person from birth to 7 years. In the field of psychology, a child is a person who has not yet reached sufficient maturity to become independent. Aries said that in that Roman period, parents did not take care of their children. The children were neglected, thrown out of the house, had no access to good food, had no health care, were left to die in the same wardrobe. The basic thesis is that childhood is a social construction that is seen as a special state in human life only in the seventeenth century. In the Middle Ages and even in the Renaissance (Spagnoli, Ariès and Winock, 1981). The children belonged to the company of adults as soon as they could survive without a mother or nursing mother. There was no difference between childhood and adolescence.  Gradually children would become the center of family and parental attention. Schooling has become an essential step by which children enter the world of adults (Ulanowicz, n.d.).
Throughout the history of mankind, children, unfortunately, had to perform hard physical work, they served as labor, servants, slaves. They have been exploited and abused in various ways. At one time, child labor was a common occurrence, and then people mostly closed their eyes to this phenomenon, while even today they often do so in some countries. For very little or no financial compensation, children often spent many hours in all sorts of factories or fields, working in dangerous conditions. Their small bodies made it possible for companies to force them to move around narrow and inaccessible spaces in factories or mines and do things that others could not or did not want to do. Children were often forced to work and accept these tasks to help their families feed themselves. It also meant giving up education, for which they did not have time (History.com Editors, 2009).
In the Victorian era, Government passed a Factory Act to improve conditions for children working in factories. A new law was passed that reduced the working hours of children and women (The National Archives, 2019). In that period, about 20% of children aged 5-15 had schooling in day or weekly schools, while other poor children worked, who needs financial help family. In the second half of the 19th century, was Education Act 1880, in addition to private schools, public schools are also being introduced.  Thus, street culture was under greater control (Educationengland.org.uk, 2019). The goal was to know the code of conduct, and the task was primarily social and not educational (Museum of London, 2011). The fact that child labor in England has been practically eradicated is today one of the remarkable changes that have taken place in the social and economic life of the nation in the last two centuries. To help children was opened the first home by Thomas Bernard, for poor boys who need help with food, clothes, shelters. As well as work, with which these children, when they grow up, could separate, and live independently. Even today, the charity organization Bernardo's children operate (Torontoist, 2014). However, in some parts of the world, children are still forced to work to support their families.
[bookmark: _Hlk102315540]In 1989, the government passed the Childrens Act, which required children to go to school until they were 16 and under 18 to have training (UNICEF, 2017). Education is important for every individual and is guaranteed by law and the Constitution, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and other international instruments. Education is knowledge from various fields and sciences and gives an opportunity to build a person as a person. The necessary skills are acquired to perform various tasks, and, in this way, one gives one’s own contribution, makes the world a better place to live (Worldvision.ca. 2021).
In the field of human rights, there is a demand for the concept of human being addressed to all, which is accepted that children also have the right to protection (UK Government, 2010). According to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, a child is any person under the age of 18 (NSPCC, 2021).
The first official World Document on the Rights of the Child, and a revolutionary change was the 1991 law by UNHCR Recalling that the United Nations in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaimed that children in childhood belong to special care and assistance, in the economic, social and health fields. Convinced that, the family are as the basic unit of society and the natural environment for the development and well-being of all its members, especially children, should be provided with the necessary economic, social, health care and assistance, so that it can take full responsibility in the community (UNICEF, 1989).
With the introduction of the 2004 Law on Children, key applications in the field of child protection were adopted.  As the NHS has announced that the use of alcohol leads to many health problems, needed to protect children from harm and abuse. Government passed a law where children under the age of 18 may not be sold alcohol. Different types of sexual violence can occur in different circumstances and environments. Also, children under the age of 16 who are at risk of sexual violence are protected by the NSPCC Act on the Protection of Children from Abuse. The Act speaks of conducting multiagency work, local authority to improve the safety welfare children (HM Government, 2018). The police, the health service (NHS), local services, and schools are committed to this group communication and group work for the protection of children, so the Statutory Guidelines Working Together to Safeguard Children confirm joint work (Foster, 2020). Protecting children is the process of protecting a child from abuse (alcoholic, sexual) also protects from physical bullying (NSPCC, 2021).
What is primary in upbringing and education for the family is the focus on the child, which should be the basic characteristic of all types of family. By learning, the child develops competencies that enable him to develop, personalize and function in society. Negative experience is a great reflection in the later development of the child. Adults are very important in the lives of children. Thus, the importance of institutions, investing in the early childhood development program are very profitable investments. As for health, (NHS) has free treatment for children. Economic, psychological, emotional, social environments in the first periods of a child's life increases the likelihood of 'optimization' of conditions for the overall development of the child and his later productive inclusion in society. In today's fast-paced life, we perceive school-age stress as a significant parameter in assessing achievement outcomes. Namely, stress, and especially chronic stress, significantly reduces learning achievements. Finally, it significantly reduces the ability to succeed. It can be influenced by a few environmental factors, especially those related to the primary community, the family. Thus, children who are exposed to stress in the family due to alcoholism and other forms of addiction, conflict, and children who have experienced neglect or abuse have significantly lower performance, conditioned not by cognitive but environmental factors that reduce the development of cognitive potential (Cunff, 2020).
The past decades have brought a large increase in research on early childhood development. However, only the family was thought to influence a child's development. In the theory of ecological systems, children are both products and creators of the environment. According to Bronfenbrenner, life situations can be inflicted on a child and be the result of the child's activities. The theory describes social environments and how they affect the child. It consists of microsystem - children's family, mesosystem - kindergarten, school, yard, neighborhood, exosystemic - social organizations for adults, macrosystem - cultural customs of the country, values, customs and resources, policy, legislation. (Guy-Evans, 2020) Also, the motivational theory of hierarchies, Abraham Maslow (1943, 1954) in psychology, believes that people be motivated to meet certain needs, and that some have an advantage over others. Maslow's model of self-affirmation tells us about the needs of biological, physiological needs (water, food) The need for security, protection from disease, law, the need for love, friendship, trust. For respect, as self-esteem, independence, and as social status, Cognitive need for knowledge, understanding Aesthetic need, balance, beauty, Self-affirmation, then transcendent needs, realization of personal needs, Maslow's theory revolutionized education. Instead of reducing behavior in response to an unfavorable environment, all stages must be met before moving on to learning. Tired, hungry children will not study well. Also, they need to feel safe in the classroom (McLeod, 2007). The level of self-confidence must be raised, because without it he will not progress. Analyzing we have - Universal Service, which includes health care (NHS), school, local library for all children, - as well as targeted services, for some children with low parental support - and targeted intervention, specific services, for children with special situations, family with a problem.
            Children are vulnerable in childhood, so they need protection from parents, family, friends, health, the local environment and staff of the educational plan, social institutions. Accordingly, it is of the utmost importance to provide a protective environment (in accordance with laws, rules, legislation) that are adapted to their age and degree of maturity. With all the laws that refer to children All basic rights of the child are recognized, such as: the right to life, the right to identity, the right to education, the right to protection.
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