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What? 
The event took place during a maths lesson where I was supporting a group of Year 5 students, including a recently enrolled pupil who spoke limited English. My role was to assist the pupil in understanding the lesson content while ensuring they felt included in the class. The lesson focused on fractions, a topic that can be challenging even for fluent English speakers. While explaining the task to the pupil in their native language, I realised they were unfamiliar with some of the concepts even in their home language. A particularly significant moment occurred when I used visual aids, such as fraction blocks, to bridge the language gap. The pupil's face lit up with understanding, and they managed to complete the task successfully with minimal help by the end of the session.

So, what?
This event was significant because it underscored the importance of adaptability and using multiple teaching strategies to support bilingual students. I felt a sense of pride in helping the pupil overcome their initial confusion, but it also made me reflect on the broader challenges faced by students with limited English language. I realised that translating the instructions alone was not enough; I needed to simplify concepts and use visual representations to make the learning accessible. This experience also highlighted how small successes, like seeing the pupil’s confidence grow, can have a significant impact on their motivation and sense of belonging in the classroom. Additionally, it made me more aware of the importance of creating inclusive learning environments.

Now what? 
From this event, I have learned the value of combining verbal, visual, and interactive teaching techniques to support bilingual learners effectively. Moving forward, I plan to create a toolkit of resources, including flashcards, diagrams, and simplified worksheets, to help explain complex topics in a more accessible way. I also aim to collaborate more closely with the class teacher to identify potential language barriers in upcoming lessons and prepare strategies in advance. Additionally, I will work on building the pupil’s confidence in using English by incorporating more opportunities for them to practise speaking in a supportive setting. This reflection has reinforced my commitment to ensuring all students feel supported and empowered to succeed.

