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[bookmark: _Toc218876933]Component 1 – Development of Academic Skills 
Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test
Source 1
The source was written by Katherine Read and published/ last updated on 12th July 2025. It was also then reviewed by Bert Hofhuis. ‘Empowering Higher Education through Digital Literacies and Digital Literacy Integration’ I found and assessed this source on Google Scholar. 
Through using the CRAAP test this source indicates a strong Currency because it was published and last updated July 2025. The Relevance of this source is very good as it clearly states what I can find within the article including digital literacy importance in higher education, challenges and solutions, future of digital literacy integration. The authority from the article is very powerful because it directly shows that the article is fact checked and expert verified. It also provides information on the writer Katherine Read that she has been an integral member of the University Business team since 2019. The accuracy of the source is not clear to me however it seems credible because it is written at a very high standard. The purpose for the article is to provide students and anyone in the digital field with information about digital skills and how we can overcome challenges with simple solutions. It also provides questions and answers to questions anyone might have after reading the article. 
Source 2
This source was found through the university library database by searching digital literacy in higher education.
Spante, Maria ; Hashemi, Sylvana Sofkova ; Lundin, Mona ; Algers, Anne
Abingdon: Cogent; Cogent education, 2018, Vol.5 (1), p.1519143
Digital competence and digital literacy in higher education research: systematic review of concept use.
By using the CRAAP test this source also shows a strong currency because you can see that it was published 6th September 2018. It was also reviewed by Shuyan Wang, The University of USA. The relevance of this source is very good as it has a clear abstract stating a brief overview of what the article is about and it states that they want to research how different digital literacy skills are used and digital competence overtime. Authority of this article is very strong as it has a clear introduction of each author including Dr Maria Spante. It states that she is a senior lecturer at the School of Business, Economics and IT, University West, Sweden. It also states that her main focus in her work and research is digitalisation, competence development and work integrated learning. Dr Sylvana Sofkova Hashemi another author is a professor in educational science again working within another university in Sweden. Dr Mona Lundin an associate professor working within a university in Sweden. Lastly Dr Anne Algers senior lecturer also working within a university in Sweden. They all work from different departments and focus on different research. Accuracy is supported because it is very professionally reported. 
Synthesis of Academic Sources 
A shared theme between both sources is that they both address the importance of digital literacy. They both emphasize that the importance of digital literacy is constantly evolving especially the concepts used in higher education. However, both sources also differ when they go into greater detail of what their focus is for their research. Katherine Read (2025) mainly focusses on the importance of digital literacy for students in higher education and the teaching and learning of digital literacy skills. Where as bond et al (2018) looks more into greater detail of digital competence and how they are still evolving but still also focus on the importance particularly in higher education. Combining these 2 sources it helps improve the understanding and knowledge of digital literacy because it shows how the digital era is still evolving and the importance of it is only getting greater however it also shows that these skills can go much further and be explored at a much higher level.
Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity 
From looking at the 2 sources there are many key challenges for students in the digital era. Recently there has been a lot more use of digital skills today and Katherine Read (2025) states that in higher education it is highly driven by technology and as it evolves students will have to keep up with the most recent and relevant digital literacy trends. This will always be challenging for students as it will continue to evolve and change overtime. From bond et al (2018) digital competence is a key opportunity for students as it will give them new abilities to use digital technology and evolve in the skills they already have. 

Academic Planning for Component 2 
When completing component 2 I will be prioritising the analysis of challenges and opportunities. Then go on to propose different strategies that students can use to succeed. This is important so that I can have a clear understanding the academic skills so that I can clearly conclude what I found and answer main question. Many key concepts from class lectures will be developed including digital literacy, evaluations, research and academic planning. The report will be written in a professional and structured format. 
Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	03/02/2026

	Draft first section
	10/02/2026

	Complete first draft
	17/02/2026

	Final editing
	24/02/2026
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Introduction 
Digital learning in higher education is becoming increasingly important due to the evolving use of digital skills. It is offering new ways to engage students and enhance learning experiences to get the best success. Understanding the different challenges and opportunities that come with digital learning is very important because they can highlight strategies and solutions that can overcome problems. Super Admin (2023) By doing this every student can make sure that there learning experience is successful. 
This report will evaluate the challenges and opportunities for students learning in the digital era. This report will be structured professionally and have clear headings. These headings will include analysis of challenges, evaluation of opportunities, strategies of success, and a detailed conclusion linking back to the main question. 

Challenges for Students in the Digital Era 
One key challenge found for students in the digital era is the need for high standard working devises to ensure they can do their work at the highest standard. This also includes them having the correct apps, digital skills and tools to engage with learning more effectively. This also links to another key challenge with everything being digital and online students are less likely to engage properly for longer periods of time. Dr. Ravinder Tulsiani (2024). Both challenges greatly impact academic success because it can cause students to feel academic pressures and mental health struggles alongside real life responsibilities. Tiffany D. Pogue, Ph.D. (June 5 2023) This links back to classroom discussions on the use of academic skills. Critical thinking is important as each student must ensure that they have the right technology and tools to complete their classes and succeed. This also includes skills like notetaking and organisation because it is crucial for keeping track of tasks and what deadlines need to be met linking to time management skills. 
Opportunities in the Digital Era 
Digital tools offer a range of opportunities for students. This could be as simple as the accessibility of technology and digital skills today to having detailed personalised learning to each student’s preferences through using different tools and apps to learn. CLRN team (July 2, 2025) This will also help students overall develop and maintain with the growing trend of digital literacy skills in the job market today. Creator Incubation Research (Sep 9, 2025) Having good opportunities in the digital era however is affected by how students might view and use those digital skills meaning they might not be used effectively. From our classroom discussions there were many other opportunities discussed. Collaborative learning was an important one because it allows students to communicate online and develop teamwork and communication skills. 
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed 
For students to be successful in the digital era they need to be able to adapt to different strategies to succeed. 
The first and most obvious strategy to succeed in the digital era is learning and developing the digital skills you already have. This could also link to knowing your own personal learning techniques and styles. This will help students overcome many challenges because they will know how to approach things accordingly. Research shows that by completing study skills quizzes it helps students to evaluate their own ways of learning and adapt them to help them succeed. Learnopedia (January 2026)
Another useful strategy for students to succeed is using and setting SMART goals to their own preferences. SMART stands for specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and timebound. This strategy helps students to utilise their time more effectively and manage their academic tasks so that they are more successful. This helps with student’s organisation skills, time management and critical thinking. Learnopedia (January 2026)
Lastly another strategy students can adapt to succeed is peer-to-peer learning. This helps students to learn and teach others while reinforcing their own knowledge helping them gain confidence. This is because they must explain things from there own understanding and greater detail is obtained this way. This social way of learning will prepare students for real world teamwork, problem solving and communication techniques. (Jan 28, 2025)

Conclusion 
To summarise the key challenges and opportunities for students learning in the digital era is the need for accessibility to the correct tools and technologies to succeed and this also links to the challenge of everything being online and not real-life learning. The opportunities students have today to alter the ways that they learn and how they can succeed are endless and it really enables them to progress their skills. Using and developing the digital skills students already have will help them adapt and succeed more effectively. 

Reference List – Component 2
(January 25, 2023) Super Admin. ‘Benefits and Challenges of Digital Learning’
CLRN team (July 2, 2025) ‘How can technology help students?’
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Students who have effective time management and organisational skills can effectively plan and stay in control of their workload to help reduce their stress and improve their focus. This includes prioritising different tasks to succeed. 
This is supported by AULRE (22 April 2025) stating that having these skills helps balance a student’s responsibilities and this is important as it makes them better at handling the demands of higher education. 


Conclusion 
Why are academic skills so important? 

Academic skills are crucial for learning and succeeding in higher education. Academic skills allow students to learn and obtain information more effectively and allows them to develop their understanding further. 


Research and writing skills
Students who are good at researching are more likely to succeed further as they can find and use relevant sources of information rather than a quick search of the internet for an easy answer. Academic research requires you to conduct more rigorous research from high quality sources that have good reliability. When students then have reliable le information it is important they can write it concisely to show the knowledge and understanding they have. 
This is supported by Chris Drew (January 16, 2024) as he states how this will develop all academic skills ready for a workplace environment. 
Digital Literacy
Students who have digital literacy skills are more likely to succeed because they have the knowledge and understanding to evaluate, create and communicate information clearly. This is supported by CLRN team (July 2, 2025) as it states a digitally literate individual will most likely have a much deeper understanding and knowledge. 
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