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Aims(s)

· To provide students with a wider understanding of the advantages and disadvantages of volunteering. 
· To enable students to critically examine and understand who benefits from Voluntourism. Motivations for volunteering.
· To critically engage students in a discussion on the benefits of volunteering. To develop an awareness of the industry and understand the deeper implications of unregulated voluntourism.
· For students to take a broader view on who gets affected. Do cultural differences have an impact or is it just a one-way process.


Learning Outcomes
 
On successful completion of this session, the student should be able to demonstrate:

· A clear understanding of volunteering tourism 
· An ability to discern between genuine aid and the ‘white saviour complex’
· How to assess a company’s offering: does it benefit the locals or are there hidden agendas
· An understanding of how the experience is more than just about giving from the volunteer.
· An understanding of the differences and similarities of volunteering at home and abroad.


Indicative Content

[bookmark: _Hlk497936418]This session is for humanities students of various disciplines that aim to develop perspectives from a cultural, historical and practical perspective.
Students will be introduced to the tourist volunteering industry giving insights into a range of organisations and their operating methods.  They will learn, via research, to assess the credibility of organisations that claim to offer volunteer opportunities that benefit the local community in all aspects of their lives.  

Learning and Teaching Strategy

Students will be tasked with a reading in preparation for the session. 
There will be a short lecture to introduce Voluntourism and to widen student insights into all aspects of Voluntourism. Students will be encouraged to interact and engage throughout to develop their analytical and critical skills.   
There will also be a PowerPoint presentation of a case study in Nepal. Students will be encouraged to engage during the presentation to identify advantages and disadvantages to both the local and the volunteer. 

Assessment Component 1 - 100%



1. Is volunteering abroad beneficial to the host community? What would be the best approach for someone who wants to support a community in need?
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