‘The narrative of Adam and Eve in Genesis is a perfect example of misogynism.’ Examine this statement using both primary and secondary sources.
According to the Collins English Dictionary and Thesaurus, misogyny is the ‘hatred of women’.[footnoteRef:1]This hatred can and is often expressed through prejudice via a patriarchal society, culture, or worldview.[footnoteRef:2] Now, the word misogyny did not exist during the Hebrew Bible period, however, it is not hard to find examples of women who endured treatment that can be classified as ‘hateful’. Some of those women who endured such awful treatment at the hands of men include Dinah, Hagar, and Bathsheba.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Collins English Dictionary and Thesaurus; (2013, HarperCollins Publishers) p.176]  [2:  Emily Kendall, Britannica Online Encyclopaedia; Mysogyny meaning; [14th October 2022] (Accessed 13 March 2024) https://www.britannica.com/topic/misogyny]  [3:  Ros Clarke; Forty Women: Unseen women of the Bible from Eden to Easter; (2021, INTER-VARSITY PRESS) pp.8,20,71.] 

It can seem logical to try and find the source of this ‘misogyny’ that ripples throughout the pages of the Hebrew Bible. For some, the story of Adam and Eve is the start of and catalyst for this misogyny. One of the first pieces of evidence that many look to, to showcase the potential misogyny found in the Bible is the ordering and wording of who was created, when, and in this respect most importantly, why. After naming all the animals, man (Adam) had still not found any ‘helper’ suitable enough for him. The word helper seems to have connotations of assistant, someone who holds a position that is subservient to the one they are assisting. If this is the belief of people who read the account, then anything that follows is going to be coloured the same way.
In the story of the Garden of Eden in the book of Genesis, after being tricked by the serpent, the woman certainly seems to receive a harsh rebuke from the Lord. ‘What have you done?’ (Genesis 3:13 NLT) Four words that must have hung in the air for what seemed like an eternity, whilst simultaneously cutting through the woman’s marrow; like a judge passing sentence on a person’s crime which can never be reversed. Interestingly, the words ‘what have you done?’, are only used to describe the woman’s actions. This accusatory language is not used when addressing the man or the serpent. When addressing the man, the language seems more interrogatory (Gen 3.10-11 NLT). Almost like a disappointed father wanting explanation for the actions of his son. As for the serpent, its motive for what he did and why is not asked for. This reaction from God and how he dealt with the matter may be seen by some as misogynistic.  
Evidence some may point to highlighting potential misogyny is the language used by God in giving out the judgements after the fall which can be seen when reading the text. When addressing the Serpent, God starts reading out its judgement with the words ‘…because you have done this…’ (Gen 3.14 NLT), similarly, when addressing the man, God starts reading out the judgement against him with the words ‘…since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree…’ (Gen 3.17 NLT). This pattern is strikingly contrasted when God addresses the woman. According to Phyllis Trible in God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality, God had already charged her and therefore there was no need for accusation.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Phyllis Trible, God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality; (1978, Fortress Press) p.126.] 

After this, we pick up on something in the text of Genesis which could further add to the argument of misogynism, and evidence that the story of Adam and Eve is where it all started. Prior to God banishing the man and woman out of the garden, the man names the woman Eve. According to Trible, the man makes woman his subordinate by giving her a name.[footnoteRef:5] For Trible, the reason for this is how similar it is to the events that took place in Genesis 2.19-20. Furthermore, Trible argues that because they (man and woman) had been given authority to reign over all the animals of the world, by naming woman Eve, man was exercising his dominion over woman.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  Trible, p.133.]  [6:  Trible, p.133] 

‘…He brought them to the man to see what he would call them, and the man chose a name for each one. He gave names to all the livestock, all the birds of the sky and all the wild animals…’
								(Gen 2.19-20 NLT)
‘…Then the man, Adam, named his wife Eve, because she would be the mother of all who live…’
								(Gen3.20. NLT)
However, with all this said, there are other opinions which suggest that the story of Adam and Eve is not one of misogyny. Referring to the wording of helper in Genesis 2.20, John Walton, writing in the NIV application study guide to Genesis said regarding the word helper, that there is no evidence that it posits a subservient position to its bearer.[footnoteRef:7] Walton goes further to say that another way to interpret the word helper could be counterpart, or another word with the meaning one of equal standing.[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  John Walton, NIV Application study guide to Genesis; (2011, Zondervan academic) [Accessed 13 March 2024] ]  [8:  John Walton, NIV Application study guide to Genesis; (2011, Zondervan academic) [Accessed 13 March 2024] ] 

Trible, in God and Rhetoric of Sexuality, would seemingly agree with Walton’s assessment of equals rather than superiority and subordination. Trible argues that while man in the story is made from dust and woman made from his rib, both had been made miraculously in the ‘image of God’ and by God.[footnoteRef:9] Additionally, Woman, whilst taken from the rib of man, might be seen as the pinnacle of all creation, as without woman there could be no ‘be fruitful and multiply’[footnoteRef:10](Gen 1.28 NLT) [9:  Trible, p.102]  [10:  Trible, p.102] 

Olivier Clement also declines to agree that misogyny is the way creation intended the relationship between man and woman to be. In On Being Human, Clement writes that men and women do not exist just to perfect one another, but they comprise the whole of two mysterious parts.[footnoteRef:11] After all, human beings, both male and female were created in the image of God (Gen1.27 NLT)  [11:  Olivier Clement, On Being Human: A Spiritual Anthropology; (2000, New City Press) p.90] 

Adding to the argument that misogyny was not God’s plan, Beth Allison Barr writes that far from being something that God wanted, patriarchy is in fact a result of human sin.[footnoteRef:12] It is believed that by disobeying God, a barrier was placed between God and humanity and therefore the imperfectness that we see today, misogyny, patriarchy and other biases stemmed from this.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  Beth Allison Barr, The Making of Biblical Womanhood; (2021, Brazospress) p.29.]  [13:  Alister E. McGrath, Christian Spirituality; (1999, Blackwell Publishing) p.105.] 

Whilst misogyny appears in society and throughout the Bible, it would appear to commence after the act of disobedience that occurred in the Garden of Eden. Prior to this, Adam, and Eve (both male and female) were told not only to fill the earth but also to govern it - together (Gen 1.28 NLT). The only superior that both Adam and Eve submitted to was God. It was only God’s commands that were to be obeyed. This would certainly point away from the idea of divine misogyny. 
Misogyny unfortunately exists in society. However, it must be noted that there are occasions when misogyny, the subordination of women, is carried out with a view of protecting them. During both world wars, it was men who were called to enlist and fight whilst women may have served in medical roles or stayed at home to serve in a different function for the war effort. In February 2022, Ukrainian men who tried to flee with their families to escape the Russian invasion were stopped and forced to turn back.[footnoteRef:14] Misogyny, then, whilst it may seem unfair to women, can also be interpreted as pressing on men. Men, forced by society to portray an image of strength and power have the highest suicide rate.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  Marc Perkins, BBC Eye Investigation (17 November 2023) [Accessed 20th 03 2024] https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/2023/bbc-eye-ukraine-draft-dodgers According to the BBC, men aged between 18-60 were banned from leaving unless they had an exception. However, many fled illegally into neighbouring countries. ]  [15:  In 2018 the male suicide rate was 17.2 out of 100,000 deaths, compared to 5.4 suicide deaths out of 100,000 for women. https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/bulletins/suicidesintheunitedkingdom/2018registrations] 

Therefore, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden, arguably it was not just Eve who was punished by being made subordinate to Adam. Arguably Adam had been punished by no longer being able to work collaboratively with Eve but taking the lead role.
To conclude, it is clear to see that misogyny does take place throughout the Bible. However, serious questions have been asked about its origin and whether this was God’s plan for humanity. From the sources available and arguments given, it would seem plausible that woman’s subordination to man only occurred after Adam and Eve both disobeyed God. By failing to keep the command that God had gave them, both Adam and Eve had failed to keep the paradise they both existed in.    
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