



In this assignment, classical criminology will be explained and what evidence-based policing models are used to reduce crime whilst linking all these models to theft. The advantages and disadvantages will be explored throughout this assignment.
Classical Criminology sees men as a way of seeking crime and who acts freely with their own mental decisions (Oxford Reference, 2023). This suggests that every criminal can make their own decisions and does so with full understanding that they are committing a crime with no care about the impact on others. There are many different forms of evidenced based policing and classical criminology that informs the decisions of offenders and the people who set out to reduce crime, for example the police. Classical criminology has many ideas and theories associated with crime, such as Cesare Beccaria. Cesare’s main ideas and theories were to abolish capital punishment, this meant that any associated crimes should not warrant the death of the criminal. According to Britannica (2019), Cesare Beccaria saw that “the objective of the penal system, he argued, should be to devise penalties only severe enough to achieve the proper purposes of security and order; anything in excess is tyranny.” Classical criminology has many key ideas and theories. According to Gooch, G, Williams, M, (2015) “classical criminology is based on the notion that people are, by nature, self‐seeking and thus liable to commit crime”. It also states that punishment must be used to make sure that criminals understand the consequences. Classical criminology is fundamental to how suspects and victims react and commit crimes based on evidence and a personal moral compass. Another theorist who talked about crime and classical criminology is Jeremy Bentham. Jeremy Bentham was a theorist who had one idea on crime. This idea was that anything can cause crime. He once quoted “it is the greatest happiness of the greatest number that is the measure of right and wrong". Bentham Believed that there were multiple causes of crime. This includes free will, Pleasure and a social reformer. (Bentham, J, 1879).
There are a couple of models of evidence-based policing and the most popular one is SARA. SARA stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment. SARA makes sure that it can help to highlight all the important evidence that is supposed to play in POP (Problem Oriented Policing). SARA also aims to look at everything that has not worked and evaluate why is has not worked and why has not become highly effective. It would help them produce relevant solutions (Bullock, K, Tilley, N, (2009). POP (Problem Orientated Policing) is a method that has been normal practice for around 20 years. Problem oriented policing was first introduced to ensure that the attention is focused on a range of problems that the community wants the police to handle. “Problem Oriented Policing recognises, at the outset, that police are expected to deal with an incredibly broad range of diverse community problems – not simply crime.” (Scott, M, 2000). Problem oriented Policing “requires identifying these problems in more precise terms, researching each problem, documenting the nature of the current police response, assessing its adequacy and the adequacy of existing authority and resources" (Goldstein, H,1979). Classical Criminology helps understand why these methods of evidenced based policing are used. All the evidence-based policing methods statistical evidence outlines the potential areas where crimes can be reduced. The crime reduction tool kit provided by the college of policing, follows, and implements the EMMIE model. EMMIE stands for Effect, Mechanism, Moderator, Implementation and Economic Cost according to Kime, S, Wheller, L (2018) shows the effectiveness of evidence based policing models on a crime such as theft.
Routine Activity and Rational Choice Theories are another example of classical criminology. The Routine Activity Theory aims to find a likely offender, a suitable target and the absence of a capable guardian against crime. (Clarke, R, Felson, M, 2017). This is effectively saying that for every offence must contain these three things. According to Britannica, (2023) A likely offender fails into the following specific characteristics. The offender tends to be Male ranging between 15 to 21 years old. There must also be a suitable target for the routine activity theory to take place. It also states that “crime victims are more likely to be male, young, part of a lower socioeconomic class, and members of ethnic or racial minority groups.” This suggests that offenders look for weak and innocent people who will find it hard to defend themselves from crime. The final part of this theory mentions an absence of a capable guardian against crime. This means that an offence will not occur if a suitable guardian is in place. This is why offenders act alone and chose victims that are deemed more vulnerable. This theory also allows for the crime rate to be analysed and assessed (Cohen, L, Felson, M, 1979). Rational Choice theory is a theory that relates to human behaviour and how humans engage with others. It also attempts to understand the effect the choices these offenders make, have on others (Green, S, 2002). This theory was originally produced by Clarke, R, Cornish, D, (1987) and suggests that every decision made by offenders produces criminal behaviour. This theory seems to suggest that offenders are aware of every decision they make and often make morally wrong decisions. This puts offenders in a negative light because they purposely choose crime. In most cases this is the case however in some cases the offender is unaware or does not have the mental capacity to understand they are committing a crime.
Evidence Based Policing methods are in place to reduce crime. One method used is CCTV. The aim of this would be to help reduce the number of thefts committed on any local area. According to CrimeRate, (2021), there has been an 11% increase in the number of thefts notified to the police relating to theft against a person. Analysing that data suggests that the use of CCTV is not deterring theft from happening in public place, suggesting that a review into the effectiveness of CCTV cameras is needed. However, there is also evidence to suggest that in some areas CCTV has reduced crime and the publics fear of crime. This is recorded within crime statistics. The evidence used in these statistics are not clear cut and this would doubt the ability of CCTV on influencing crime (Webster, W, 2009). This article also states that there are 5 common myths about CCTV. These are disadvantages of having CCTV in use. The first myth is that CCTV always works. According to Armitage, (2002); Welsh and Farrington, (2003), there have been many reviews that suggest CCTV works in specific situations and that the effectiveness of CCTV has been argued too much. Based on this view this suggests that CCTV cameras are not always on and are not always accessible. Criminals would know this and would continue to commit theft and crimes. The rest of the Myths about CCTV is that CCTV is everywhere, Citizens want CCTV cameras, they understand the technology of CCTV cameras and that CCTV is there to help us and reduce crime. Focusing on the last point CCTV has not fundamentally helped reduce crime. This concludes that CCTV has many negative points and myths that people get wrong. This could cause the statistics to be drastically incorrect. CCTV has been installed in many areas around the UK (United Kingdom). The book (Brown, B, 1995) focuses on the areas of Newcastle, Birmingham, and Kings Lynn, referring to CCTV in town centres and it enables an improved amount of guardianship and helps reduce the risk. Overall, CCTV can be used as a deterrence as offenders could become reluctant to offend when seeing that security cameras in place.

The ultimate purpose of evidence-based policing methods is to find a deterrence for crimes. Classical Criminology theories suggests that everyone has a state of mind that allows them to be in control of their actions. Evidence based policing model sets methods in place to counter theft and reduce crime in an area. According to Abramovaite et al (2022) Politicians, the public and academics discuss the importance of detection rates, severity of sentences as well as considering the swiftness of the justice system. This suggests an importance in deterring crime. Crime deterrence can also be linked to the evidence-based policing models such as the SARA model and Hot Spot Policing model. There is a link between these models as they help implement strategies to deter crime and these models also analyse the effectiveness of the deterrence of crime and theft in the area. The SARA model provides a step-by-step procedure to help decrease thefts in areas and analyse the overall effect it achieves.
With theft we must introduce a new evidence-based policing model which is the Triple T model. This stands for Targeting, Testing and Tracking. According to Lawrence, S, (2019) Police should research any potential targets that contribute to crime and disorder. Once they have established this, they would then test all policing methods in a bid to find the best way to reduce crime. Finally, they should use everything the evidence gathered and track the overall progress to see if it has reduced crime. When it comes to theft we can use tagging, we can also use the Triple T model, and this is because in most stores they have implemented electronic tags systems to items such as clothing and this is filled with ink. If the tag is forced off, the item would be destroyed and rendered useless. (College of Policing, 2017), website suggests that EAS tags sound an alarm when passing a detention point. This enables staff within shops to be aware when somebody is attempting to commit theft. This can also help the theft crime statistics to be more accurate, as the police can ask these stores to keep a record of when an alarm goes off. This website conducted 8 studies to determine if tagging has helped to reduce theft. Five of these eight studies showed a decrease in theft. The overall analysis of tagging is that there would be a decrease in theft, and it is therefore better to tag items than not. 
Another form of evidence-based policing used to help reduce crime is Hotspot Policing. Hotspot Policing is where the police focus on areas that have a high percentage of crime and disorder reported. Focusing policing action in high crime areas can have a beneficial effect on crime and disorder (College of Policing, 2022). According to Braga, A, Papachristos, A, Hureau, D, (2012) research had gathered evidence to suggest that hot spot policing has made a noteworthy contribution in the reduction of crime. Hot spot policing can potentially be seen as discrimination, but it is about looking at the statistics and finding certain techniques that will help reduce crimes. Theft for example would be the focus of the police and the evidence suggests that that they use an area like a shopping centre for example, to try to reduce thefts. The use of CCTV in shopping centres can help to reduce crime. The design of shopping centres can also help to reduce theft from the stores. Overall, the findings indicate that design and maintenance are crucial elements in relation to reducing the levels of crime, nuisance, and fear of crime in shopping centres (Poyser, S, 2016), suggests that the layout of the shopping centres can reduce crime, especially theft. This is one advantage that hot spot policing would have on theft, because they have been able to put all their effort and resources into shopping centres and general stores to help decrease theft. These solutions do not completely eradicate theft or crime, but it significantly decreases the likelihood of it happening and when it does occur, there are systems in place to catch the offender. 
To conclude, there are several different classical criminology theories such as the rational choice and routine activity. You also have theorists such as Jeremy Bentham and Cesare Beccaria to relate to classical criminology. Theft can be solve using different evidence-based policing models which are described above and understanding the strengths and weaknesses of these methods such as CCTV.
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