To what extent did Abraham Lincoln’s views on slavery change in the period between his debates with Stephen A Douglas in 1858 and his proposing of the 13th Amendment to the US Constitution (1865)?

In 1858 Abraham Lincoln challenged Stephen A Douglas to a series of political debates which corresponded with the campaign to win one of two of the senate seats in Illinois. There were seven debates in total, spread out between August 21st and October 15th, 1858, set in seven of the nine Illinois congressional districts; Douglas had already given speeches in the other two.  The speeches given at the Lincoln-Douglas debates are important in showing Lincoln’s attitude towards slavery during 1858, in comparison to his perspectives on this issue when proposing the 13th Amendment in 1865.  
These debates helped Lincoln make a name for himself and further his career to the presidency.[footnoteRef:1] Before these debates Lincoln was not well known in other states, besides Illinois, he had not been that politically active, having only served one term in the United States of America (US) House of Representatives with the Whig Party, before returning to his practice of law in Springfield. Later, Lincoln changed from the Whig Party to the newly formed Republican Party and convinced the Party to allow him to run for the Senate seat in Illinois; which is when the debates began.  [1:  William Gardner. The Life of Stephen A. Douglas (United States: Project Gutenberg, 2001) Chapter II. The Apprenticeship ] 

Lincoln had a simple upbringing and an understanding of poverty. In 1817, Lincoln and his family moved from his birthplace of Kentucky to Perry County due to a land dispute. In Perry County, the family squatted on public land and worked hard to make a living until Lincoln’s father was able to buy the land. Lincoln’s parents were both illiterate, therefore Lincoln did not learn to read and write when he was young, however, he did receive an education later on in life, during his late teens, for the total of a mere twelve months. Later, the family moved to Illinois where Lincoln would remain after his family decided to move again. It was in Illinois where he furthered his knowledge of the law and took up practice. Even though Lincoln surpassed the life he grew up knowing, his respect for those less fortunate stayed with him.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Kenneth Clinton Wheare, Abraham Lincoln and the United States (London: The English Universities Press, 1948) p. 2-6; Lincoln Biography. (n.d.). [ebook] p.Early Life. https://www.nps.gov/saga/learn/education/upload/Lincoln%20Biography.pdf  [Accessed 20/11/2017]] 

Unlike Lincoln, Douglas was born in Vermont, and received a basic education; later studying law in Canandaigua, before moving to Illinois in 1833 and becoming involved in politics.[footnoteRef:3] By 1858, Douglas, a member of the Democratic Party, was already more politically experienced than Lincoln; having already held office as the State's Attorney of the First Judicial District in Illinois during 1835. Afterwards he later held the Register of the United States Land Office at Springfield. In 1841, he was appointed Justice of the Supreme Court and presiding Judge of the Fifth District.[footnoteRef:4] In 1842 he was nominated for Congress even though he was six months short of the thirty years required to hold the office (he lost by five votes).[footnoteRef:5]  [3:  William Gardner. The Life of Stephen A. Douglas (United States: Project Gutenberg, 2001) Chapter I. Youth. ]  [4:  William Gardner. The Life of Stephen A. Douglas (United States: Project Gutenberg, 2001) Chapter II. The Apprenticeship]  [5:  William Gardner. The Life of Stephen A. Douglas (United States: Project Gutenberg, 2001) Chapter III. Member of Congress. ] 

The debates in which Lincoln and Douglas both took part, to try and win the Senate seat in Illinois, made continuous reference to the question of slavery, even though Illinois was a slave-free state. This was a because slavery was a current issue at the time, with reference being made to the Compromise of 1850[footnoteRef:6], the Kansas- Nebraska Act of 1854[footnoteRef:7], and the Missouri Compromise of 1820[footnoteRef:8]. Two of these acts saw influence from Douglas, who, with the Kansas- Nebraska Act, repelled the Missouri Compromise for popular sovereignty. However, within the debates, Lincoln would argue that Douglas would not be happy with just popular sovereignty and was looking for complete nationalization. [footnoteRef:9] [6:  Ourdocuments.gov. (2017). Our Documents - Transcript of Compromise of 1850 (1850). https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=27&page=transcript [Accessed: 23/11/17]; Nps.gov. (2017). First Debate: Ottawa, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Douglas’ Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate1.htm  [Accessed 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Second Debate: Freeport, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Douglas’ Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate2.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Third Debate: Jonesboro, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate3.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Fourth Debate: Charleston, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Douglas’ Speech; Mr. Lincoln’s Reply https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate4.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Fifth Debate: Galesburg, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Douglas’ Speech; Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate5.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Sixth Debate: Quincy, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Douglas’ Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate6.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Seventh Debate: Alton, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech; Mr. Douglas’ Reply https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate7.htm [Accessed:01/11/2017]
]  [7:  National Archives. (2017). The Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854. https://www.archives.gov/legislative/features/kansas/kansas-nebraska-act.html  [Accessed: 23/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). First Debate: Ottawa, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Douglas’ Speech; Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate1.htm  [Accessed 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Second Debate: Freeport, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate2.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
Nps.gov. (2017). Third Debate: Jonesboro, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate3.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
Nps.gov. (2017). Fourth Debate: Charleston, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate4.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
Nps.gov. (2017). Fifth Debate: Galesburg, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate5.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
Nps.gov. (2017). Sixth Debate: Quincy, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate6.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
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The map below provides an overview of which states were slave-free and which were not during the period in which the Lincoln-Douglas Debates took place. It clearly displays the north-south divide of political perspectives on this issue, and shows the equal split across the nation regarding how slavery was affected. 
[image: ]
Map 1: 1858 map of the US, indicating levels of slavery. [footnoteRef:10] [10:  Wikipedia, Slave states and free states, Map of 1858 (2017) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slave_states_and_free_states [accessed: 15/11/2017] ] 

This map is important in offering a better visual understanding of the Acts that are argued in the Lincoln-Douglas Debates. In 1803, Thomas Jefferson completed the purchase of Louisiana. The Louisiana purchase saw the US gain territories from the Mississippi river to the Rocky Mountains, and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Canadian border.  In 1819, Missouri requested to join the Union as a slave state. This caused problems, as in 1819 the United States were made up of twenty-two states. These twenty-two states were divided up equally into eleven free states (primarily in the north) and eleven slave states (primarily in the south). Missouri requesting to become a slave state created political tension as it would give a political leverage to pro-slave arguments in Congress. To avoid further political tensions Congress came up with the Missouri Compromise of 1820. The Missouri Compromise allowed Missouri to become a slave state, but also created Maine into a free state, which allowed slave and free states to stay equal in number, to keep the political platform equal on the slavery issue. The Missouri Compromise also drew a line across the Louisiana Territory; this created a boundary between free and slave regions. 
However, the end of the Mexican-American War in 1848 raised the question of slavery again, as in Mexico’s defeat, America gained new territories. These were territories which had not had slavery in them before, so the argument was put forward as to whether to make these territories into free territories or slave territories. To combat this, Congress came up with the Compromise of 1850, and the compromise was divided up into five stages, which were implemented by Douglas.[footnoteRef:11] This supported California’s request to be a free state, it offered Utah and New Mexico territories the choice to decide upon whether they wanted slavery or not, by popular sovereignty, and ended the slave trade in Washington, D.C., however not slavery itself. As a result of these changes a new fugitive slaves law was put into place, so that existing slaves could be reclaimed from the now free states. [11:  George Brown Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History 8th edition (United States of America: W. W. Norton & Company, Inc, 2010) pp 446-450 ] 

The results of the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, proposed by Douglas, are reflected in Map 1. The Kansas-Nebraska act also altered the boundary line between slave and free regions. This created an imbalance in the slave and free territories. The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 replaced the Missouri Compromise of 1820, thus allowing territories to pick whether they wanted slavery or not, through popular sovereignty. 
During the speeches made in 1858 Lincoln’s attitude towards slavery is one of tolerance to the slave laws that were already in place in certain states. However, unlike Douglas, Lincoln did not want to see the holding of slaves expanded into other states and instead wanted to keep it the way that their forefathers had intended it to be.[footnoteRef:12]  From this, the proposal of the ‘Thirteenth Amendment’ shows a change in Lincoln’s views on slavery in America, as his views seem to change from wanting America to stay as a partly slave-free country, to them becoming clear in wanting a fully slave-free America, when the ‘Thirteenth Amendment’ sought to abolish slavery.  [12: Nps.gov. (2017). Third Debate: Jonesboro, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate3.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017] 
] 

In one of the first debates, Douglas accused Lincoln of being an ‘abolitionist’[footnoteRef:13], as if this was an insult, which implies that culturally this was seen as an unacceptable thing to be. The Abolitionist Movement sought to end slavery with immediate effect and apply equality between ‘Blacks’ and ‘Whites’; this however, was not necessarily Lincoln’s actual belief. In one of Lincoln’s speeches, in response to Douglas’ opening speech, Lincoln explains that he has the same values as Douglas, as he views ‘Whites’ as the superior race[footnoteRef:14] and he is against inter-mix marriages[footnoteRef:15]. However, unlike Douglas, Lincoln was against the spread of slavery, whereas Douglas, as Lincoln accuses him, was for the nationalisation of slavery. This could indicate that Lincoln’s views were initially more mainstream, in comparison to the contemporary population at the start of this campaign, but developed over time to become focussed upon an anti-slave perspective. [13:  Nps.gov. (2017). First Debate: Ottawa, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Douglas’ Speech; Mr. Douglas’ Reply https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate1.htm  [Accessed 01/11/2017]]  [14:  Nps.gov. (2017). First Debate: Ottawa, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate1.htm  [Accessed 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Third Debate: Jonesboro, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate3.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Fourth Debate: Charleston, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate4.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017]
 ]  [15:  Nps.gov. (2017). Fourth Debate: Charleston, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate4.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017]] 

The speeches give an interesting insight into Lincoln’s views on slavery, as they convey his desire to have it removed from American society[footnoteRef:16], but he presents this in a way that does not cause distress to the crowd with such radical views, and does not give journalists or Douglas fuel to apply Lincoln’s name as an abolitionist. This shows that Lincoln has good skills as a politician as he understood that his views were ahead of those of the general populous, so needed to go carefully forward with his proposed ideology, allowing people to adjust to it slowly. [16:  Nps.gov. (2017). First Debate: Ottawa, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate1.htm  [Accessed 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Second Debate: Freeport, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate2.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Third Debate: Jonesboro, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate3.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017]; Nps.gov. (2017). Sixth Debate: Quincy, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate6.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
] 

Lincoln, in his debates, shows a good understanding of the North and South divided opinions on slavery[footnoteRef:17], explaining how he appreciates why the South wanted to keep slavery whilst the North did not want anything to do with it. He presents his argument that slavery should either be restricted to the states that it is already in[footnoteRef:18], or slowly become abolished, so that citizens have time to adapt to the changes.[footnoteRef:19] He also presents his belief that slaves, under the US constitution, also have rights, perhaps not the same rights as a white American citizen, but rights nevertheless.[footnoteRef:20]  [17:  Nps.gov. (2017). First Debate: Ottawa, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate1.htm  [Accessed 01/11/2017]
]  [18:  Nps.gov. (2017). First Debate: Ottawa, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate1.htm  [Accessed 01/11/2017]
]  [19:  Nps.gov. (2017). Second Debate: Freeport, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate2.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
]  [20:  Nps.gov. (2017). First Debate: Ottawa, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate1.htm  [Accessed 01/11/2017]
] 

Lincoln is clever in undermining his opponent in the debates by providing evidence that Douglas’ Kansas-Nebraska Act was not only created for the new territories, but was in fact part of a bigger plan to implement slavery, via popular sovereignty, into free states.[footnoteRef:21] This is a clever strategy Lincoln uses, because Illinois is a free state, and by implying that Douglas will force slavery onto these people, he would be likely to have convinced some citizens to vote for him, rather than Douglas, as a result of understanding this potential outcome. Lincoln also, during the debates, asks Douglas questions that his friends recommend him not asking[footnoteRef:22], as they would not be likely to win him favour of the crowd; after all, Douglas had held the Senate seat for Illinois for two years already, so was well supported. Nevertheless, Lincoln sticks to his plan and disagrees with his friends’ views, stating that he is in this for the long run, so will need to be more forthright to achieve this.  [21:  Nps.gov. (2017). Second Debate: Freeport, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). Mr. Lincoln’s Speech https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate2.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
]  [22:  Abraham Lincoln, An Essay by Carl Shurz in The Writings of Abraham Lincoln (United States: Project Gutenberg, 2001) 
] 

Not unexpectedly, Lincoln lost the Senate seat of Illinois to Douglas in 1858, by eight votes, yet he still won the popular vote. However, because of the reputation Lincoln had created for himself from these famous debates that captured the nation (he had all the speeches printed and published), he was able to win the presidential election of 1860 against Douglas. This perhaps was the ‘long run’ Lincoln was envisioning when refusing to back down from questioning Douglas with the questions he had already prepared. This win was claimed by the electoral college, with the vast majority of Lincoln’s support coming from the North and West, with Lincoln claiming very little support in the South (out of 996 counties in the southern states, Lincoln only won two). 
All in all, Lincoln seems to have had an underpinning theory on slavery, which whilst being presented carefully in these debates, is likely to be more fully formed than he states at this time, due to him understanding that people would not yet be ready to accept such views. 
After losing the Illinois seat, Lincoln published his speeches from the debates[footnoteRef:23], these gained both himself and his cause support, as people increased their understanding of the complexities of the slavery issue, due to his explanations of it.  This then helped him in his presidential campaign, because the North noticed that the South was attempting to push into their territories due to the expansion of the cotton industry, which caused this to be a central theme politically in the country at that time. This was a primary factor in the build up to the civil war of 1861 to 1865, which ended with the proposal of the 13th Amendment.   [23:  Nps.gov. (2017). First Debate: Ottawa, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate1.htm  [Accessed 01/11/2017]; 
Nps.gov. (2017). Second Debate: Freeport, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate2.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
Nps.gov. (2017). Third Debate: Jonesboro, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate3.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
Nps.gov. (2017). Fourth Debate: Charleston, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate4.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
Nps.gov. (2017). Fifth Debate: Galesburg, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate5.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
Nps.gov. (2017). Sixth Debate: Quincy, Illinois - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service). https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/debate6.htm  [Accessed: 01/11/2017];
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Before Lincoln had even been inaugurated to become President, the southern states had taken steps to ordinance of secession and formed the Confederate States of America. This was deemed illegal by the pervious President as well as, the soon to be President, Lincoln.[footnoteRef:24] The Confederacy was reformed from the fear that Lincoln would remove slavery from the South.  To prevent the secession from becoming worse and to try and win the states back over to the union, two alterations were purposed. The first was a compromise that was rejected by Lincoln as it would have seen the line drawn by the Missouri compromise extended, creating larger slave states. This was rejected not only because slavery would be extended into slave-free areas, but also because it went against Republican Party ideology. The second attempt was an amendment to the constitution that would protect slavery where it already existed in the South and would not allow Congress to meddle with this unless Congress was given permission by the South. Lincoln supported this amendment and wrote to every governor to inform them that Congress had agreed upon the amendment of the constitution.  [24:  David M. Potter, The Impending Crisis 1848-1861 (United States of America: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1976) p. 500] 

At Lincoln’s inauguration, he reconfirmed his position on slavery, stating that he would leave slavery alone in the South.  However, the Corwin Amendment and Lincoln promise fell on deaf ears, and in April 1861, after a failed Peace Conference, America became involved in a bitter civil war that divided the nation into Confederates and Unionists.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is during this conflict that Lincoln’s views appear to adapt from one of tolerance of slavery in the South, to the need for its complete removal.[footnoteRef:25] Before the civil war it was already evident that Lincoln probably desired the removal of slavery from the US, possibly because he saw it as unbeneficial to a developing nation, although he may also have personally felt that slavery was wrong, due to his own life experiences and moral perspectives. He seems to have wanted to implement these changes gradually so the individual States had time to adapt. However, this changes during the civil war, with Lincoln introducing laws that classed slaves, held in Confederate states, as free. This was probably a tactical move because the free slaves could then be conscripted to the Union army, with the army therefore becoming bigger the further they pushed into Confederate state territories.[footnoteRef:26] By the end of the civil war, the vast majority of slaves were free in the US. Their freedom was secured with the passing of the 13th amendment in 1865; this abolished slavery and made it illegal to force someone to perform free labour unless it was punishment for a crime.  [25:  George Brown Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History 8th edition (United States of America: W. W. Norton & Company, Inc, 2010) p. 493]  [26:  George Brown Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History 8th edition (United States of America: W. W. Norton & Company, Inc, 2010) pp. 495-496] 

In conclusion, Lincoln’s views on slavery appear to change from tolerance of existing slave States, to one of absolute intolerance of slavery anywhere in the US. Initially, he may have hoped that one day it would become non-existent in the entire US and it appears that this goal may always have underpinned his personal moral and political ideologies, however this was not possible until he had gained enough political power, and it was the civil war that really shifted the balance for this to become possible. 
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