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AIM(S)
· To explore key issues in education through placement experience. 
· To increase student awareness of the importance of educational research.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to: 
· Identify, discuss and explore key issues in education.
· Demonstrate a critical awareness of various research methodologies that are relevant to education, including ICT, and their strengths, weaknesses and limitations.
· Demonstrate a critical awareness of ethical issues relating to working with children and professionals in a variety of contexts.
· Organise their knowledge and learning through the use of a range of information sources, including ICT and present their work at the appropriate level.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· The purpose and rationale for undertaking research. 
· An overview of quantitative and qualitative research methodologies and their function.
· An overview of ethical issues, including the use of ICT, that need to be considered when undertaking research.
· Preparation for observation placement: how to engage in reflective practice; ethical issues; health and safety concerns; communication and interpersonal skills; personal effectiveness.
· An exploration of relevant and current issues in education such as inclusion, literacy, numeracy, the Cwricwlwm Cymreig, Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship,(ESDGC) social justice issues and assessment. 
· The equivalent of a two week (10 day) placement experience in a setting in order to focus on key module themes. These settings can include schools, businesses, museums, galleries, national parks and other contexts such as working alongside interested parties within a field related to primary education.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce students to relevant concepts, principles and practices. Practical activities will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of the concepts, principles and practices. 


Allocation of teaching hours to deliver the module are:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	60
	15%

	Independent learning
	280
	70%

	Placement learning
	60
	15%

	TOTAL
	400
	100%



ASSESSMENT
Assessment Component 1 – 50%
Reflective Journal (4000 words)		
Exemplar: Critically reflect on two key issues in contemporary primary education, drawing on placement experience and recent relevant literature
Assessment Component 2 – 50%
Student’s portfolio of evidence (equivalent to 4000 words)             	
Exemplar: Present a portfolio of evidence, including observational notes, interview schedules, additional training undertaken. 
Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%






EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)
	Does the module contribute to ESD
	Yes 

	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words)
The placement will provide opportunities for students to engage in meaningful and relevant experiences connected to the theories and policies discussed in lectures. This will further enhance their learning and social responsibility and support and embed effective transmission of knowledge and understanding.
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Websites
Relevant websites, bilingual where possible, will be signposted throughout the course of the module.
Where possible, bilingual learning resource material will be made available on-line.

