Review protocol
[bookmark: _Hlk158040996][insert research title]
[insert research period]
Use this template to help you plan your systematic review. See the PROSPERO database for examples of protocols for current reviews www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/.

Aim
Describe the aim of this research.

Objectives
Describe the identified objectives for this research.

Review question
	Full review question
Provide the full review question in sentence format, and then break up the question according to the PICO framework (or other frameworks as appropriate).

	


	Population
	

	Intervention
	

	Comparison
	

	Outcome
	





Search strategy
	Databases
List the bibliographic databases to be searched. 
If you are unsure look at the list of databases on the E-resources tab of your subject guide www.reading.ac.uk/library/subjects and try scoping searches with your key terms to decide which ones are relevant.

	· 



	
Search terms
What are your key search terms? Pick out the key words and think about alternatives you will need to include in your search. 
For guidance on constructing a search see: libguides.reading.ac.uk/database-searching 

	

	Identifying other useful sources
Outline any other ways you will find useful sources, such as hand searching contents lists of key journals, looking at relevant websites, looking at references and citations for relevant articles.

	


Eligibility criteria
Give more detail about your PICO (or other framework) concepts by explicitly stating what would and would not meet inclusion. For more information about this and other frameworks see libguides.reading.ac.uk/systematic-review/protocol 
	PICO
	Inclusion Criteria
	Exclusion Criteria

	Population

	· 




	· 

	Intervention




	· 
	· 

	Comparison




	· 
	· 

	Outcomes




	· 
	· 


Additional limits
Outline any other limits you impose e.g. language, publication type, study design (e.g. randomised controlled trials)?

Study quality assessment
What criteria will you use to assess methodological quality? How will quality assessment be performed?

Data extraction & synthesis
Outline the procedures you intend to use to analyse and summarise the study results, including whether or not you intend to carry out meta-analyses. How will you extract the data and how will it be analysed and summarised (statistical or narrative)? 



	[image: Creative Commons License]
	Adapted from University of Reading’s Review Protocol Template by Sarah Visintini which is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
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