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For my independent project, I am researching the link between blackface performance and minstrelsy in the United States and United Kingdom between 1768 and 1857, these dates chosen as the publication of the play ‘The Padlock’ (1768) and the first performance of Christy’s Minstrels in the United Kingdom (1857). The reading assigned in and the general historical focus of the ‘Understanding Literature’ block helped me to realise I wanted to focus entirely on historical study. The writing of my work has been consistently strong within the blocks this year, with specific praise being given for my coherence of argument and readable writing style, both of which I am hoping I continue to have within my independent project. There have been weaknesses which have come up repeatedly in my studies. My grammar is inconsistent, often mixing American and British spellings up. I also have previously had issues with the formatting of my references, though I believe I have eliminated this. I have also, personally, considered my timekeeping to be consistently poor. I often put myself in the position where I must write large amounts of essays and find citations the day of the deadline of work. Throughout the work I have done on the independent project, I have been working before the deadline, reading relevant sources and finding what I want to cite before I begin writing. Additionally, I have been going over everything I write to try and hard as I can to keep to consistently British spellings and have been limiting my use of semi-colons and Oxford commas. Throughout my studies, I have found myself getting more and more confident in independently researching work, which began with the 1,000-word essay in ‘Introduction to the Humanities’, where I found several sources I was very happy with, including a French book of letters published in the early 20th century. I have also found myself more confident in my referencing after ensuring I was using consistent MHRA referencing in ‘Talking to the Dead’. I actively enjoy academic writing and have been confident and excited about my independent project.
