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How does Classic Criminology inform evidence-based policing? A big question for a beginner with little knowledge. Within this assignment we are going to look into the Classical Theory of Crime, where and when it evolved, who are behind these theory’s and how these are being used actively and effectively in the modern day. 

1764 was the year that Cesare Beccaria was deemed a “founding father of modern criminal law” according to Writings from the First Abolitionists-Giuseppe Pelli and Cesare Beccaria (Princeton, NJ, 2020; online edn, Princeton Scholarship Online, 20 May 2021) declaring that the death penalty was a unnecessary punishment that should be demolished giving people a sufficient punishment depending on the crime committed.  “Can the wailings of a wretch undo what has been done and turn back the clock?” alternately retribution helps “to prevent the offender from doing fresh harm and to deter others from doing likewise.”
Without Beccaria’s theory there would be no fair trials or penalties to fit the crime in question just torture or death, no human rights no place to stand. If a punishment was issued accordingly and quickly it could prevent the possibilities of the crime being repeated again, be it by the offender in question or someone else. Within classical criminology there is 3 principles, A clear system of justice- to ensure crimes and the level of severity are measured accordingly to the sentence, Fair and equal treatment- a sentence proposed matching the severity of crime, Swift punishment- by quickly addressing a crime could lower the rates of it repeating again. Between the mid- eighteenth and mid- twentieth centuries the criminal justice system we have in place today emerged. At the early stages of the growth in the justice system there was nothing that would be classed as a realistic criminal justice, there were no types of police force, no probation services, counselling and no court systems (not the type that we have in place today). The prisons we now have in place would be in my eyes defined more as a luxury compared to early 18th century. It was around the 1950s that more modern adaption of the criminal justice and punishment systems were founded and rooted. In the late 1770s and once again in 1810 Jeremy Bentham had  appreciated the form of imprisonment in place was not substantial because of its poor conditions. He used his initiative  to design and demonstrate that a prison built to allow prison staff to observe criminals would work successfully for both parties. His design is known as the panopticon putting the plans forward on more than one occasion it was rejected two times even though thought of as a good idea the expenses it would endure were to much within that era. Although now in the 21st century the building architecture, structures, layouts and plans are not precisely the same as those imagined and created by Bentham it is without his input knowledge and critique that the many prisons we have now are in place. Bentham alongside with Beccaria are the key parts and interpreters of the way of thinking in classical criminology viewing humans as rational and calculating actors. Although at some points having divided opinions the penalties and the criminal justice system was both their priority.( Newburn. (2017).
Evidence-based policing is by using the best evidence to inform and challenge policing policies the practices and the decisions made. According to sources Evidence Based Policing is conducted around the ideas of Sherman(1998), by using scientific evaluations to inform and support conclusions that are made within the workplace via police practitioners. Lum and Koper(2017) have said that although they agree with the importance of using such research to help inform decisions that alongside it the use of another larger definition will also help to provide extra research within the workplace. The approach of evidence-based policing can assist policing in the UK as well as internationally using information for examples, investigating process, the complexities of decision making as a leader and deployment of scarce resources. ( Pepper, I., Rogers, C. and Martin, H. (2020). Evidence based policing has many unique and different approaches originating from experimental criminology, qualitive studies, crime science and mixed method designs. Demonstrating to be extremely critical within EBP not only constituting and how it may be collected(Williams and Cockcroft,2018) but to also look into the specificity of a outcome, the scale of a intervention and the interest of explaining the process involved(Telep,2018). A definition of EBP that was published via the College of Policing in the UK “In an evidence-based policing approach, police officers and staff create, review and use the best available evidence to inform and challenge poli-cies, practices and decisions . . . supported by collaboration with academics and other partners” (College of Policing 2017).[Critical Reflections on Evidence-Based Policing]. The college use research to develop a better understanding of a issue by looking at the surroundings of it, illustrating the nature, extent and probable causes of the issue or by looking at how a change was implemented, the research can also be used to access effects by police intervention. Whilst evidence based policing was implemented during 1998, the use of evidence within policing was actually already in practice, Herman Goldstein had previously identified that things needed to change this known as ‘problem-orientated policing’ (POP). During 1979-1990 POP was a approach where persistent problems that were police associated could be sourced, analysed and reflected on using the insight to these to make changes where necessary (Fielding, N., Bullock, K., & Holdaway, S.2019) POP is now combined into another evidence-based policing approach known as the SARA model, its designed to help the approach of a evidence based project. The breakdown of SARA is as follows S-scanning to look at problems and the consequences of them, A-analysis to take the factors of the problem identify what we already know about it and how it is being treated at the present time, R-response looking into different ways to intervene e.g best time best place best way and to conduct it, A-assessment to consider all data from previous and present to the intervention, has everything we have aimed for been reached are our goals that we have self set been met, could we change anything and to continue to assess and ensure the effectiveness is continued. SARA is applied to Evidence-based policing by using the above ways to identify, develop, understand, demonstrate and to conclude. A key part of evidence-based practice is to use evaluation and measure the effectiveness of it, once you have used SARA to intervene its important and crucial to reflect upon the strategies you have implemented this is done by using a model known as EMMIE designed to help weigh up where adaptions, changes, positives and negatives can be reconsidered where necessary for future purposes as well. A breakdown of how to practice the EMMIE model correctly efficiently and effectively when evaluating is as follows E- effects did the intervention work and what outcome was presented after, M- mechanism what was it that made this effective did the steps put into place work, M-moderator what has contributed to the effectiveness and are there places it isn’t doing as expected in, if its applied at different periods does it still work as effectively, I-implementation how was it used, were there any setbacks, was it used the way you had anticipated and planned, E-economic costs are there any beneficial aspects to the cost of this intervention, what was the overall total of it. EMMIE can be applied to challenge the strengths and weaknesses of the evidence that’s been gathered where evaluations are compulsory it’s a critical model to implement to support it.( EMMA SPOONER et al) 
With more than a predicted 300,000 heroin and crack addicts alone in England(www.gov.uk) its general knowledge that the police force can only but try to deter, prevent and source the offenders where possible. With there being so many different types of drug related crimes e.g drug trafficking, intent to supply,caught in possession and production there are steps and precauttions to be taken before intervention. If a person were to be caught by the police with intent to supply it could be that it was a fortunate unexpected find for a police officer but it could also be a case that the police force have been working on for a while, if it be the case the police have been watching before intervening they would have been collecting vital evidence that is substantial enough to go ahead and proceed to the crown prosecution service (CPS) many factors would be looked into to ensure that this is the correct route to try and prevent this from reoccurring again including the use of SARA, could things be changed is there enough prevention in place can adjustments be made to continue to try to deter this for happening again, is there surveillance available if not can it be changed, is it a well known area is the same thing happening there with other offenders, could more police be put into place within the area to detour the offender, is it light is it dark is it happening between either. All of these approaches are from the ever revolving Evidence-based policing our classical criminology part to play within this offence is to know be determined within the criminal justice system used the evidence based policing presented to implement a substantial sentencing.
Whilst classical criminology has its strengths these known as the more logical approach by understanding criminal behaviour, measuring the advantages and risks of crimes to understand why the choice has been made by the criminal. Using deterrence to show offenders that there is a severity of their choices made when wrong and told make a offender aware that they are responsible for their actions. It also has its weaknesses these being the limited of effectiveness because of the changes in eras, to much focus on punishment as a deterrent can cause other approaches to reduce crime to be looked over and because a lot of it is theory it overlooks the logic. Evidence-based policing is also not perfected and does come with its pros and cons. Positives  being the use of data, technology, communities and experts to help improve and to reflect on strategies the negatives being that the data relied on could be inaccurate or incomplete leading to ineffectiveness, some law enforcement agencies do not want to adapt to evidence policing changes and it limits possibility of other priority’s.
Based on the above information I have come to the conclusion that both classical criminology and evidence-based policing are vital methods that must be continued within the future. I have understood that whilst classical criminology isn’t exactly something that is said out loud very often or understood very well but by using research it is the main foundation to the criminal justice system without Beccaria and Bentham and their theories opinions and persistence the criminal justice system we have today (with many more adaptions made over the years) may not have even been in place it has been used and built onto ever since 1764. I am now aware that evidence-based policing is a strategic scientific method to improve the methods we have in place for the law. Whilst I don’t think the classical criminology area will adapt and change distinctively within years to come I do expect that with the ever revolving change around us that the evidence-based policing most definitely will I can only expect for it to be built on even more to become even better than it is now. Whilst we know that both classical criminolodgy and evidence-based polcing have their strengths and weaknesses it is only something that can be worked on to improve within the future with all areas and aspects to be taken into account when doing so.                                                      
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