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MUHAMMED: His life and traditions

Muhammad was born in Mecca to the family of Hashimiy Al Quraishy the dominant tribe of Mecca city by Abdullah son of Abd al Muttalib and his mum Aminah daughter of Abd al Wahab. The city of Mecca was mostly populated with the religion of paganism, just few of the monotheist that can be traced back to the tradition of Abrahamic were also domiciled in the city. Muhammad lost his father Abdullah before he was given birth to and also his mum while still a child. The death of his parents led him to be looked after by a foster mother and his grandfather Abd al Muttalib who died within the first eight years of his age. He lived a life of an orphan but learning caravan trade with his uncle Abu Talib.

His childhood
Muhammad was born into the clan of Banu Hashim a noble tribe of Quraish. Ka’aba was under the custody of Makkans and known to be a place of worship for the idolaters a source originally attributed to the patriarch Abraham and later became a sacred place of worship for the Makkans in the Arabia. Traditionally, the Quraish oversaw the annual holy pilgrimage where congregational religious worship was performed. During the time of Muhammad's childhood, idol worshippers had focused much on the Ka’aba as a place of their worship.
Muhammad, as an orphan after the death of his generous grandfather Abd Al Muttalib which was also a great loss to the noble tribe of Quraish, he took domicile with his uncle where he started learning trade, Abu Talib was a great intercity trade merchant, he followed his uncle through city trading by caravan.


His marriage with Khadija
Haven acquired business ideas from his uncle Abu Talib, a prestigious wealthy woman who was a widow in Makkah known as Khadijah employed Muhammad to manage her business. Over the time, Khadijah has confided trust in Muhammad due to his honesty and faithfulness to her in the business. Although, she was older than him in age, nevertheless, Khadijah 


developed love interest in him, she proposed marriage to him and he accepted to marry her. Muhammad and Khadijah were faithfully married together for a period of twenty-five years, they have four daughters and two sons together and these children died, only Fatima succeeded Muhammad after his death. 

His call to prophethood
When Muhammad attained age forty, he had the first revelation through Angel Gabriel instructing him to read, I am not literate he answered. There followed the revelation of the holy Quran containing the messages of Allah to the mankind on how their ways of life should be structured, the belief of what Islam preaches, the permissible and the forbidden. It is believed by the followers of Muhammad that he was the chosen one by Allah with the mission of accomplishing the spread of the message of Allah to the entirety of mankind. He received the first revelation while meditating in the cave of Hira in Mecca. Revelations continued over a period of twenty-three years, these were compiled and recorded as a single book Al Quran during the reign of Othman the third Muslim leader after the death of Muhammad.
The fundamental teachings of the Quran were: The oneness of God, the belief that all mankind must submit to the will of Almighty Allah. Also teaches the belief in the prophethood, the Angels, revelled books to all prophets, belief in the last day of resurrection and the judgement, the belief in the destiny good or bad, the belief in the existence of heaven and hell to be rewarded to believers and unbelievers. Prayers, alms giving, fasting and pilgrimage are compulsory, but the reaching forbade usury.
Quran and the traditions of prophet Muhammad became the fundamental sources of Islamic rule and regulations guiding Islam and its followers.







RENOVATION WORK ON KA’ABA

The feud that arose between the clans due to the disagreement that came up during the contemplation of who to lay the cornerstone of Ka’aba for its reconstruction project after it was destroyed by flood, Muhammad bravely settled this amicably between them and he supervised the project till its completion.
Repair became much necessary for Ka’aba after the flood that caused terrible damage to this house of idols worshipping, as said by a legend, there was no single fellow who voluntarily wanted to carry out the repair work with the fear that the idols could express anger by their supernatural power on the people of Ka’aba.
Muhammad’s bravery overshadowed every individual during the heated argument that arose within the four major clans of Makkah on who is to move the sacred Blackstone which must be moved to a different location of the project, it agreed that whoever entered the Ka’aba first, it eventually turned out to be Muhammad who entered the Ka’aba first but he cleverly called upon the four Clans honouring all of them to hold the cloak by the edge while the stone was in the centre of the cloak giving all the four clans the honour of moving the Blackstone together at the same time.
Muhammad's sayings and traditions portrayed his life style, and these expressed his exceptional nature that made him special and which describes him as infallible, a sinless human as considered by the entire Muslims. He was placed as the supreme authority distinguished by Allah to be emulated by the entirety of Islam followers. Muhammad was believed that he will intercede for the believers from Almighty Allah on the judgement day.
His name has become the most commonly given name among the Muslims all over the Islamic world after his death.





MIGRATION TO YATHRIB
When persecution became more severe for Muhammad and his followers in Makkah, life turned out to be more difficult and dangerous, Muhammad instructed some Muslim families to leave Makkah for Ethiopia for safety and he relocated to Yathrib himself due to threat of his life by the unbelievers, most Muslims converts lived in Yathrib at the time, Yathrib was later named Medina. This migration is known in Arabic as Hijra, it is used today as the Muslim calendar.

Victorious War
The relationship between Makkah and Yathrib got worsen, the emigrant in Yathrib had no source of earnings, Muhammad had signed treaties with other tribes using his power to safe Yathrib. Due to the finacial difficulty of the emigrants in Yathrib, the caravans heading toward Makkah were assaulted and goods seized from the caravans, this outbroken into war between Yathrib and Makkah where Muslims have 300 soldiers and the Makkans had eight hundred soldiers. Despite the outnumbered soldiers of the Makkans, Muhammad and his followers attained victory in the war.

MUHAMMAD’S DEATH
Towards the end of his life, he married about eleven wives from daughters of political allies and widows of Muslims who died in war. Muhammad died in 632 in Medina formally called Yathrib and buried there. Sunni, the biggest sect of Islam chose Abubakri to succeed Muhammad as the caliph, but this idea was antagonised by the Shi’a sect, this led to a dispute between the two sects when the Shi’a believed leadership was promised to Ali the husband of Fatima daughter of Muhammad by Muhammad before his death.
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