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The Western Zhou's Ruling Area Map crtees,

Land under the rule of the Western Zhou Dynasty (1046-771 BC)
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Sun Tzu

Art of War
Spring and
Autumn Period




“From the three marquises of Chu,
the crossbow was handed down to King Ling, who
proclaimed that for generations

M I | Ita ry B ra n C h eS Chu would use bows made of peach tree wood and

arrows made of buckthorn to T —
guard against neighboring states”
Origin of the crossbow from Spring and Autu

 Chariots Origin of th

* Infantry

e Archers/Crossbow
men

* Heavy and light
infantry

e Cavalry — a late
introduction in
Warring States due
to pressure from
northern tribes

Yellow Sea

Xiongnu from
Han dynasty



Military organisation, politics and society

Western Zhou Warring States

Dukes (command

of royal armies) Regional State
Ruler N

Feudal Lords

(raise regiments)

Regional State

Commanding
General

L Generals

Regional Rules
(have guards)

L Lesser Lords
(raise conscripts)




Urban vs Rural (Western Zhou)

e Recruitment from urban areas

Ministers Grand masters * Rural areas provide tribute not
troops

e Archers from peasant stock —
Nobles in local contests

service

* Nobles train in military matters

and martial arts
+ Reserve

Servicemen officers (extra
sons)




The Peasant Armies (Spring and Autumn,
Warring States)

* Land was allocated with the well- * Training opened up to soldiers and
field system across the rural areas. officers from peasant backgrounds
* Based on irrigation canals, and * Schools built

divided by families of peasants.

* Each “field” (about 300 families)

provided 8 parts to the peasants _ .
and 1 part in tax-in-kind * Move towards professional bodies

+ Either food for the army of soldiers — half for agrlculture -
* Or soldiers: a chariot, troops, and half for war _
weapons and equipment * Wide spread training

 Slightly different systems per regional
ruler

* Archery training
* Chariot Training provided

Shang Yang: Military
and social reformer in
Wei, 390-338 BCE)



Fractioning

DOWET,
Expanding
Armies

Early Western Zhou: 30,000-
140,000

Mid-ninth century BCE:
75,000

Early Sp/Aut (Lu state):
30,000, 1000 chariots

Early 5t C BCE (Wu state):
30,000

Early 5t C BCE (Yue state):
49,000

* Power in the
Spring/Autumn moves
from the king to the states

* Late Sp/Aut:

* Chu state 300,000
* Jin state 150,000
* Qin state 60,000



The Warring States of China
c. 260 BCE

Legend
| Zhows Capital Area
L Fortified Border

 City / Town
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Explosion of the
Warring states

* Qin =1,000,000 troops, 1,000
chariots, 10,000 cavalry

e Chu=1,000,000 troops, 1,000
chariots, 10,000 cavalry

* Wei = 750,000 troops, 600
chariots, 5,000 cavalry



Chariots in action

Each chariot was accompanied by
infantry troops
Infantry 10-100 men per chariot

Thus what motivates men to slay the
enemy is anger; what stimulates them to
seize profits from the enemy is material
goods. Thus in chariot encounters, when
ten or more chariots are captured, reward

the first to get one. Change their flags and
pennants to ours; intermix and employ
them with our own chariots. Treat the
captured soldiers well in order to nurture
them for our use. This is referred to as
“conquering the enemy and growing
stronger.” Sun Tzu Art of War 2
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Deployments and

tactics

In general, there are ten deployments: square,
circular, diffuse, concentrated, Awl, Wild Geese,
hooked, Dark Rising, incendiary, and aquatic. Each of
them has its advantages: The square deployment is
for cutting. The circular deployment is for unifying.
The diffuse deployment is for rapid, flexible response.
The concentrated deployment is to prevent being cut
off and taken. Deployment into the Awl Formation is
for decisively severing the enemy. Deployment into
the Wild Geese Formation is for exchanging archery
fire. Deployment into the hooked formation is the
means by which to change targets and alter plans.
The Dark Rising deployment is for causing doubts in
the enemy’s masses and difficulty for his plans. The
incendiary deployment is the means to seize enemy
encampments. The aquatic deployment is the means
to inundate the solid. Sun Bin Art of War 16



Fortifications
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Linzi, Capital of Qi state

If fords and bridges have not yet been
constructed, strategic barriers not yet
repaired, dangerous points in the city

walls not yet fortified, and the iron
caltrops not yet set out, then even
though they have a fortified city they do
not have any defense! Wei Liaozi 2




Precursors to the Great Wall
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