
P6: Introduction to your essay (maximum 200 words)


In 1991 a dry-mummified corpse was discovered in the Ötzal Alps. Ötzi, as he became known, was found to have an arrowhead embedded in his chest. An undisputed murder victim, he was believed to have died in the locus he was identified, from the outset considered to be a disaster location. Using a Spatial Pattern Point Analysis, based on the original remains and artifact recovery evidence, Vanzetti et al concluded that Ötzi represented a ceremonial burial, his remains stored at a lower altitude, pending thawing of the ground, prior to being moved to the find site some months after his death. Using Vanzetti et al’s primary research and the evidence presented to support their thesis this essay will consider whether the find site is accurately claimed to be a ceremonial burial site or whether alternative research and evidence related to the weapons and tools and biological evidence identified with Ötzi challenges this thesis. The essay will consider the value attributed to, and the weight placed upon, the evidence in each primary source, concluding by considering whether Vanzetti et al’s thesis unambiguously identifies the remains find locus as a ceremonial burial site.
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