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The Importance of Education

To evaluate this subject, we should consider education in the aspects of both self and society. What are the outcomes of education for individuals and what benefits do educated citizens have on societies?
More than being a mechanism for acquiring knowledge, especially in the early stages of a person’s development, education is about learning how to be part of the world in which we live. The UK department for education highlights 3 prime areas of focus in early years education listing them as; communication and language, physical development and personal, social and emotional development, alongside 4 other areas consisting of maths, literacy, understanding the world and expressive arts (department for education, 2017). This policy aligns with the functionalist approach which argues that the development of basic academic skills and socialisation, along with maintaining social order and preparing for work, are the primary functions of education (Bartlett.S, Burton.D 2016). Marx argues that the focus on maintaining social order in education is an important tool used by the ruling class to “keep the working class in their place while preparing the middle-class pupils to “legitimately” take over the powerful positions held by their class.” (Bartlett.S, Burton D 2016)
Alongside being a tool for maintaining a society, education delivers economic prosperity. “The level of cognitive skills of a nation’s students has a large effect on its subsequent economic growth rate. Increasing the average number of years of schooling attained by the labour force boosts the economy only when increased levels of school attainment also boost cognitive skills.” (Hanushek.E et al. 2008). This implies that education must be designed to be in the interest of the development of the individual for society to see the benefit.
In addition to the societal benefits, education provides an opportunity for personal development. An important outcome of education is that we are able to develop an emotional intelligence, “the ability to regulate emotions to promote emotional and intellectual growth” (Salovey and Meyer cited in Ward.S 2013). Some of the benefits associated with a better emotional intelligence include; better emotional balance, rational thinking, faster processing, improved attention and concentration, more efficient immune systems and greater resilience (Ward.S 2013). Thus, a good emotional intelligence not only helps to nurture intellect, but also has a positive effect on a person’s health and wellbeing.
“Education is highly valued in contemporary Western societies and has become a strong indicator of people’s job status, salary, socioeconomic status and marriage partners. Those with lower levels of education therefore occupy low status positions in society and are subject to stigma within both institutional and social circles. As education is so important in today’s societies, those with low levels of education are likely to feel a decreased sense of self-worth and esteem, which can negatively affect their wellbeing.” (Easterbrook.M, Kuppens.T, Manstead.T 2016)
In conclusion, education is an important because it allows us to move beyond where we currently stand. It allows us to apply new ideas and skills into the workplace to grow the economy and allows us to better understand and empower ourselves.
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