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This essay entails details about how to analyse the use of the term terrorism. There is a discussion of different definitions of terrorism and what can be thought to be terrorism and what is not thought to be under the term terrorism. In the dictionary the definition for terrorism is “an unlawful use of violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit of political aims” (Definition of Terrorism | Dictionary.com, 2021). Another definition is “Terrorism is the use or threat of action, both in and outside of the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public. It must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial, or ideological cause “(Terrorism | The Crown Prosecution Service, 2021). Both definitions are remarkably similar but show that there are slightly different more in-depth views of what terrorism entails. The learning points for the future are to summon the ideology that helps support terrorism and those who encourage it, safeguarding the community, assisting vulnerable people, supporting sectors and establishments which have a possibility of radicalisation (What is the Prevent strategy? - Full Fact, 2017).


People often think that to be convicted of a terrorism offence a terrorist attack must be committed, however this is not true (Terrorism Act, 2006). A definition for terrorism has been extremely difficult to formulate, the reason for this is because every person has different views, and it is always problematised when believing an act is terrorism. United Nations conventions have however included a list with events that are related to terrorism (Carver, 2016). Under British legislation, just searching about how to commit terrorist acts and assembling data meaning arranging or aiding with people is a crime (Metropolitan Police, 2021). As a result of the 9/11 terrorist attack, on 9th November 2005 the Home Secretary voiced to the House of Commons that he had approved to an invitation from the Chairman of the Select Committee on Home Affairs, John Denham M.P that a modern definition for terrorism should be viewed and reported. On the Home Office website, several reports have been made, Charles Clark states that most reports made by himself are apprehensive alongside the working and fitness for purpose of the Acts of Parliament in difficulty, instead of extensive theoretical disputes. Previous reports gave abundant awareness into the everyday occupation intricate in countering terrorism. A lot of hours have been disbursed with the HM Revenue Customs, police and the armed forced. States a close eye has been kept on Northern Ireland and have accessed with community groups and political parties there. Members of the public, academic contributors, lawyers, and politicians have all sent letters of viewpoints (Prevent Strategy, 2011). 

Terrorism regularly occupies threats of danger to the community and jeopardises several lives or properties (Howie, 2017). Life-threatening hazards to the protection and well-being of the society or proceedings precisely premeditated to utterly inhibit and disrupt an electronic system (Terrorism and electric power delivery system, 2012). One individual's terrorist is another individual's freedom fighter (Ganor, 2010). It is not acceptable for freedom fighters to willingly massacre and take students hostage, conversely terrorist assassins do. Freedom fighters do not just leave home and go and explode schools and buses but on occasion freedom fighters do the lot (Meurant, 2013). Over the years there has been an amplified amount of kidnapping, hostage taking and passive violence (Newsome, Stewart and Mosavi, 2021). Louise Richardson authored a book called “What Terrorist Want,” the book explores fundamental questions. An examination of what terrorists think and revels the threat the world is under present-day. Richardson, (2016) states that terrorists are not provoked by excited convicts although coherent individuals who are willing to misuse their vulnerability. 

Ongoing questions are always going to be made about why someone would want to blow themselves up and ruin their personal life and the life of others they have not once come across before (Faure and Zartman, 2010). Federal Bureau of Investigation, (2021) state that the FBI depend on organisations and advice from broadcasts to detect and prevent attacks. In 1973, the British Parliament passed the Northern Ireland (Emergency Provisions) Act, which was revised in 1974, in response to the final of four different terrorist campaigns in Northern Ireland. The legislation is the first time that terrorism is defined as the use of violence for political purposes in UK law. The British government is working to enhance the police to the point where the military is no longer needed (Rees, 1981). It is known that terrorist groups use the internet and social media to cultivate a wide-spread existence (Wiechert, 2017). Facebook is an example of a social media site terrorist groups use to promote themselves, there is even an option for individuals to sign up and join them (Digital Counterterrorism, 2018). IRA are huge on propaganda; the group insist on posting on social media accounts to draw attention and stage political rallies (S. Mueller and B. Bazan, 2020). Propaganda helps terrorists have an advantage; it has proven to help homeland attacks in the United States. This method helps terrorists gain some supporters and emboldens followers to sustain attacks where they are positioned (Online Terrorist Propaganda, Recruitment, and Radicalization, 2019).

At the moment, the current threat to the UK is substantial on the scale, this means an attack is likely to happen. The threat to Northern Ireland is severe, which means an attack is highly likely to occur. People often wonder how the threat level is set and it is set by the Security Service (MI5) and Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre. Threat levels do not have an expiry date and the levels can differentiate at any point (Terrorism and national emergencies, 2021). The MI5 observe what is acknowledged about the expertise of the terrorists and the structure of approaches that may have been made in previous acts of violence. The target of the MI5 is to realise what a person’s main target is, what place and how they are going to participate. It is known that terrorists announce facts online, for that reason the secret service always look at it very closely. From past incidents the MI5 know that some attacks will take years to plan, whereas others can be formed much quicker, so it is important for them to be informed. The history of terrorism threat levels has been substantial and severe for three years, however before that some years were moderate, this shows threat levels are currently rising at this moment in time (Terrorism and national emergencies, 2021). Terrorist attacks by the Irish Republican Army are resembled by people as cowardly and inhuman. The public have stated that they do not feel safe because of ongoing terrorist attacks, they say that the IRA are out of control. For years and years, the IRA have been encountering terrorist attacks, killing innocent people because of economic targets (Sloan, 2006). An attack known as Bloody Friday murdered eleven people and wounded one hundred and thirteen in Belfast, explosives were dramatically propelled all other the municipal in seventy-five minutes, leaving innocent people shaken up (McKenna, 2016). Presslaff, (2013) says that people swaying flags around and pounding bibles sustaining their disgraceful, self-seeking, and cold-hearted cause have no morals and should be ashamed of themselves. The law system over the years has been made to adapt over the last few years in remarkable says because the UK have been challenged by terrorism by the IRA (Stigall, 2021). The IRA use a variety of different weapons when they attack, such as vehicles, guns, explosives and train bombing (Somerlad and Milne, 2019). The Irish Republican Army are one of the most threatening terrorist groups in the world. The Britain Home Office records all groups undergoing the IRA name, including supplementary dissenting groups as terrorist groups. The State Department however does not list the IRA as a terrorist group (Gregory, 2021). Barry, (2013) states that there was an incredible story about the argument between both inadequate forces which conventionally resulted in a removal of the British from twenty-six countries. An examination of the activities of violent republicans in Britain during the Irish War of Independence and Civil War, 1919-1923, including gunrunning and violence, as well as the response of the authorities, this shows that the IRA are totally against Britain and want to begin war (Noonan, 2014). During the Troubles in Northern Ireland (1969-1998), Republican prisoners (IRA and INLA) used a form of peaceful protest by refusing to wear a prisoner's uniform and living naked or in tattered clothing. The blanket protest started in 1976 when a prisoner Kieran Nugent made an appearance in Long Kesh and abstained to wear uniform that other prisoners wear. In the chilly weather he persisted to be naked for his whole sentence up to the ranking of a political prisoner. The reason for this is because he did not want to be a simple prisoner, there was a demand for a change of status and for human rights to be heard. The prison did not respect the Human Rights Convention and every human is allowed to not wear prison uniform, take themselves away from work, communicate with others for educational purposes and get one person to arrive to meet a week or a delivery and they did not accept that (The Blanket Protest | Guide Ireland.com, 2021). No responses were made which led to a dirty protest, in which prisoners refused to empty their chamber pots and began to smear faeces on the walls. Attempts by the authorities to stay on top of the situation by spraying disinfectant through the windows or removing the blankets failed because they continued fighting for acceptance (Macdonald, 2018). Protests never ended and continued in women’s prisons where they began to smeer blood all over the walls and starting hunger strikes (Terrorism in Ireland, Terrorism & Insurgency, 2015). Violence and the Body, (2003) says that women would be seriously beaten up and covered in blood in result of the protesting and given punishments when cell checks occurred. However, the protest got little sympathy outside the prison walls and the public the Nationalist community however remained uninterested and apathetic. The government stood its ground, sensing that it was on the winning side. The hunger strikes won the protest, and the protesters were happy with the result (Bobby Sands: The hunger strike that changed the course of N Ireland's conflict, n.d.). 

With the Royal Assent today (29 April 2021), criminal and police sentencing, and monitoring will be overhauled - giving the courts, police, and security services greater control over protecting the public. In the new Counterterrorism and Sentencing Act (2021), anyone convicted of a serious terrorism offence loses all chances of initial release and will now be sentenced to spend the duration of a sentence in prison. The Justice Secretary & Lord Chancellor stood their ground and stated that no one in this society can get away with killing innocent people and this new legislation will ensure that terrorists have a long sentence and stay behind bars to ensure the safety of those who are petrified and to keep the rest of the public safe. Regulations have expanded, authorising courts to evaluate whether a much broader variety of offences, such as the supply or possession of firearms with a documented relation to terrorist activity, have a terror connection and impose harsher penalties. This also eliminates the possibility of terror offenders being freed prematurely from prison, this will allow the community to feel more protected and offenders to think about the consequences. The longest sentence given for terrorist related offences will increase from ten to fourteen years, this hopes that those people can change in probation but will still be checked upon. From 2020 to 2021, funding for counter-terrorism policing will increase by £906 million which means, an increase of £90 million over the previous year. The funds will be used to support and sustain a record-high number of active counter-terrorism policing investigations, as well as to ensure a quick and effective response to terrorist situations anywhere in the country. The legislation appears to be able to become effective, they have more funding than previously which means a closer look will be made about assumptions about attacks and enable prevention (Longer jail terms and stricter monitoring as new terror laws gain Royal Assent, 2021).

To conclude, terrorism has been an ongoing issue for many years, but a method of prevention is improving to ensure people feel safe and happy. The new Counterterrorism and Sentencing Act, (2021) will ensure for the future that attackers get long imprisonment which will threaten the terrorists in hope that they may realise that killing innocent people is wrong (Young, 2009). The new 2021 act shows the public that the government are tackling the issue and are going to take further actions, in hope people feel more at ease (Terrorism offences sentencing guidelines to be revised following legislation – Sentencing, 2021). It is clear that different people have many different views and definitions of terrorism and there is not in fact a clear definition of what it is just yet, although the acts help people understand what is thought to be a terrorism act (Two Very Different Views of Terrorism and What to Do About Them, 2021). Terrorism acts are now very widespread, and more issues are underlined as terrorism. Many attacks are now seen to have an effect on the public by enforcing acceptance and influencing them to partake. “Terrorism is not defined by law in all jurisdictions; nonetheless, the statutes that do exist tend to have some common components. Terrorism is defined as the use or threat of violence with the intent of instilling fear in a large number of people, not simply the direct victims” (terrorism | Definition, History, & Facts, 2021).
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