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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

What are the potential social, political, and legal implications of mandating all police officers to carry a gun in the UK? 

INTRODUCTION:

The idea surrounding whether individuals believe all police officers should carry a gun is a contentious issue when discussed. Police officers are faced with many incidents that can mean life or death as the public are unpredictable and dangerous, therefore meaning if police officers were armed routinely with a gun, as it has been highlighted by the United Nations (2024) it can be used as a means of self-defence in life threatening situations. On the other hand, Natalie Leppard stated that the presence of a gun can increase the likelihood of confrontations and violence between individuals which causes the lack of trust in policing. 

In every police force in the UK there is a specialised department internally called the Firearms Team that are trained deal with incidents of this nature, (Metropolitan Police, 2024), however regardless of this team, response police officers do not get a choice whether they can attend a call or not, and if faced with a dangerous incident, they are required to deal with what is in front of them, and not stand back to wait for the firearms team to assist. 

It is important to note that even if the idea of arming all police officers with a gun may be justified, the implications and benefits are to be heavily considered. 

This topic is worthy of consideration as it will evaluate whether carrying a gun as a response police officer in the UK would be a more efficient way of policing the public rather than using the non-lethal alternatives that police officers are equipped with to deter criminals. As well as this, the dissertation will discuss the implications that would arise if hypothetically all officers have been mandated to carry a gun in the UK. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


· Identify whether there is a consensus between all UK politicians and not making the decision to arm all police officers in the UK with a gun. 

· Analyse the societal perceptions and attitudes towards arming police officers in the UK with guns. 

· Evaluate the potential impact of firearm mandates on police community relations and trust. 





	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The literature I will be using to assist me in my research will be a specific textbook named “Do Police Need Guns” which is written by Richard Evans and Clare Farmer. In summary the book explores five countries which include England and Wales, Australia and New Zealand and Canada, and justifies why England and Wales have approximately “18 times lower rate of fatal police shootings” compared with Canada.

I will also use this type of literature to explain what the effect of police officers being routinely armed can have on society as a whole, and the impact that this can further have on political and legal arguments.  

As well as this, I am going to be using articles to assist me with understanding previous case studies which have happened, as a result of officers being armed routinely, and to balance this on the other hand, I will be delving into research which has occurred as a result of police officers not being armed with a gun. 

Carrying a gun comes with a substantial amount of responsibility for any Police officer, due to the fact that there are many things to be considered such as the misuse of firearm and the potential impact it has on the community. Due to the principle Policing by Consent being apparent for many years, if mandating all police officers to carry a gun in the UK was implemented, there may be a public outcry as a result of the lack of trust and fear in the police service causing riots and protests. 

However, one can argue whether this principle which has been around for several years has been the most effective way to police and whether the public have become resistant to the equipment which officers have been using in the line of duty. 

Police Officers are constantly faced with difficult situations that can place the officer, their colleagues, and others around in danger, and sometimes the equipment that police response officers are provided with are not effective enough.

For example, if officers are confronted with a man with a knife, it is dangerous to use PAVA and baton due to being in close proximity to the knife, meaning there is a strong likelihood that contact will be made front the knife to the officers, in worst case scenario causing catastrophic injuries. 

Some may argue that in this situation, a long-distance tool can be used, and this can be a taser, however not all police officers carry a taser on duty as it is the choice of individual forces, due to the cost, not all officers have the option whether they would like to carry one or not.

An example of misuse of firearm is the recent case study of Chris Kabba who was shot by a firearms officer in London. The officer has been charged for murder (BBC News, 2024) This has a political effect on fellow colleagues as they had then later handed their weapons due to the increase in anxiety that had arisen following their fellow colleague being charged for murder (Sky News, 2023). 

A further example of when a firearms has been misused by an officer is the shooting of Azelle Rodney.  and a public enquiry has been followed resulting in the conclusion that the officer who had fired the shot had no lawful justification. This has been reinforced by Sir Christopher Holland (2012). 

However, there have been examples of when officers have not been well equipped in the line of duty and have death with circumstances that had caused officers death. This example is PC Nicola Hughes and PC Fiona Bone (BBC News, 2022)

There is currently a gap in my research as there is not enough reading in relation to the social, legal, and political implications surrounding the idea of mandating all police officers to carry a gun in the UK. This may be due to the fact that it is illegal for someone to carry a gun in the UK. 

I will be using the following sources to gather information in my research: 
Websites
Articles 
Police statistics worldwide 
Government reports on whether carrying a gun is effective means worldwide.
E-books



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be conducting an extensive amount of research online to conduct a comparative analysis of real-life case studies between the UK and other countries whereby police officers are armed at all times, to assess the effectiveness of this and identify which is the best approach. 

I will also be adopting quantitative methods using questionnaires that will be given to police officers and members of the public. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be aiming my research to both male and female response police officers who are currently working on the front line and are employed by South Wales Police. These officers will have a various amount of service and experience to each other. 

Further to this I will aim to have some questionnaires completed by firearms officers who work for South Wales Police, are both male and female of various different service, who are currently in possession of carrying a gun day to day, and will understand the advantages and disadvantages to carrying a gun first hand. 

I will also aim to provide members of the public with a questionnaire, targeted to both male and female above the age of 18 years old who can provide me with their 

The sample which I have chosen is best suited in order for the objectives to be explored as front-line police officers are those who deal with the immediate danger day to day. And firearms officers are those who understand due to working in this field, the responsibilities when carrying a gun on duty. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The main ethical issue which may be apparent during this research is:

That officers, primarily in the firearms department who have had a past experience whereby they have had an ongoing investigation, or have known someone who have been fired from the Police force due to consequences of using a gun. These officers may give me information surrounding an ongoing case that is currently being investigated. 

To overcome this issue, I will provide the participant with a brief prior to the questionnaire stating not to provide any information that has the potential to impact an ongoing criminal matter. 



	TIME SCALE:

Firstly, I will undertake independent research of my own online or using literature books. Once I believe my research has been substantive, I will complete a survey with all questions surrounding my three objectives and provide this to my audience. I will complete this at the beginning of July. I will then collect the data and analyse my results. 
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