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Introduction

I commence by reviewing book chapter: ‘1 Maccabees: Emotions of Life and Death in Narrative and Lament’, from the book: Ancient Jewish Prayers and Emotions: Emotions associated with Jewish Prayer in and around the Second Temple Period. This was written by Michael W. Duggan and the book published by De Gruyter in 2015. Duggan explores the emotional dynamics of language and story through the perception of the author of 1 Maccabees. He looks into different interludes of 1 Maccabees. These themes are explored through the laments of the protagonists Matthias and Judas Maccabean, the ending eulogy of Simon of Hyrcanus, and the mourning tragedies of the desecration of the temple, prohibition of Torah observance and killings of young Jews in Jerusalem.  
Duggan’s thesis is to explore 1 Maccabees, through: ‘survey[ing] the affective contours of the complete narrative by concentrating on the feelings that distinguish the Jewish protagonists from their Jewish and Gentile adversaries.’[footnoteRef:1] Duggan explores these feelings and evaluates how the author of 1 Maccabees, highlights unique experiences of Jewish individuals through uses of effective language.  [1:  Stefan C. Rief and Renate Egger-Wenzel, Ancient Jewish Prayers and Emotions: Emotions associated with Jewish prayer in and around the Second Temple period. P.95] 





Summary of the chapter
 
It’s clear throughout Duggan’s explorations that the author of 1 Maccabees, a Jewish nationalist, continuously attempts to engage readers of 1 Maccabees by emotionally caring, supporting and grieving with the Jewish protagonists and nation of Judea. An example, is seen on page 101, as Duggan explores laments of the Jews during the desecration of the temple by Antiochus,  prohibition of Torah observances and killings of young circumcised Jews and those who refused to submit to Seleucid rule and continued to upkeep Jewish practices. These laments are expressed by Jews through ‘plaintive cries express[ing] shame at the occupation of Jerusalem [and] outrage at the Seleucid overlords and their sympathizers.’[footnoteRef:2] However, the author of 1 Maccabees continuously turns these laments of mourning into built-up rage, anger, and readiness of action to fight. This is summarised by Duggan’s opinion: [2:  Ancient Jewish Prayers and Emotions: Emotions associated with Jewish prayer in and around the Second Temple period. p.101] 

‘In the laments, various people express grief that morphs into decisive action against tyranny. In summary, these laments represent the beginning of the Jewish community’s decision to transform their shame into honour.’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ancient Jewish Prayers and Emotions: Emotions associated with Jewish prayer in and around the Second Temple period., p.101] 

In contrast, Duggan also expresses the need for the author of 1 Maccabees to villainise “adversaries” of the Hasmoneans. These enemies include any Gentiles, outlawed Jews, Seleucid rulers and citizens, and other nations that are against the Hasmoneans throughout 1 Maccabees. Duggan explores this in pages 104-106, as noted on page 104, that the author of 1 Maccabees refers to observant Jews living in Judea during the Hasmonean era as “Israelian” Jews, the true descendants of biblical ancestors. He excludes this reference when writing about Jews who have collaborated in Seleucid occupations. These collaborative Jews are mentioned by Duggan on page 105, where the author refers to sinful actions by outlaw Jews in 1 Maccabees as: ‘Jews who had joined the Seleucids by renouncing Torah observance, reversing their circumcisions, and supporting the Hellenization of Jerusalem.’[footnoteRef:4] Duggan demonstrates that the author of 1 Maccabees is completely against ruling, desolation of Jerusalem, and influences of Hellenization through the Seleucids in his writing. This is further explored through grieving laments of Antiochus IV’s desolation of the Temple and plundering of Jerusalem, in 1 Maccabees, where it states: [4:  Ancient Jewish Prayers and Emotions: Emotions associated with Jewish prayer in and around the Second Temple period., p. 105] 

‘They stationed there a sinful people, men who were renegades. […] and [they] became a great menace, for the citadel, became an ambush against the sanctuary, an evil adversary of Israel at all times.’ (1 Macc 1: 34-37).
Duggan concludes that for the author of 1 Maccabees, the laments of grief and sorrow from the interludes explored like the desecration of the Temple, killings of young Jewish women and children, and the rise of Hellenization and Seleucid rule have heavy emotional impacts for the Jewish protagonists. However, they do not convey messages of resignation or defeat for the Judean nation. Duggan believes that the author of 1 Maccabees takes significantly nationalist approaches through laments, stating that Jewish protagonists only become stronger and angrier through their grief and mistreatment. 
‘Arrogance and scorn have now become strong; it is a time of ruin and furious anger. Now, my children, show zeal for the law, and give your lives for the covenant of our ancestors.’ (1 Macc 2: 49-50)
For the author, these laments motivate the leaders of the Maccabean revolt to act against the Seleucid occupation, to the extent of martyrdom and sacrifice as shown in the texts presented from 1 Maccabees. They eventually regain honour from the shame of the desecration of the Temple, by establishing Israel as an Independent Jewish nation. Duggan concludes these nationalist thoughts by stating that the: 
‘First Maccabees is a narration of emotional alchemy among Jews who love Jerusalem, defend the Temple and adhere to the Law. […] The nation of Israel was a force to be reckoned with.’[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ancient Jewish Prayers and Emotions: Emotions associated with Jewish prayer in and around the Second Temple period., p.114] 


Critique

The main points and arguments by Duggan are made clear through his exploration of the author of 1 Maccabees, who seems to continuously make attempts to engage and persuade his readers, into becoming emotionally attached and supportive of the Jewish protagonists through the examples of interluding laments explored in Duggan’s chapter. In contrast, the author also makes attempts to activate his readers disgust and distaste, at any groups of people or Gentile that oppose the Hasmonean protagonists. This is done through the emotional language and wording used by the author of 1 Maccabees such as the use of words like, “Trampling”, “Aliens” and “Insolent”. These are some of the many words Duggan explores through 1 Maccabees author’s descriptions of the Hasmonean adversaries, hence, taking a very-Jewish nationalist approach and creating an “us” and “them” mentality. 
However, there is agreeance on the direction, assumptions, and examples Duggan uses in his chapter to explore the nationalist approaches of 1 Maccabees such as the emotional language portrayed through interluding lament. There could be issues of biases from observing the accuracies in 1 Maccabees of the represented relations between Judean Jews, Gentiles, Seleucids, the influences of Hellenization and the role of God and being sinful, having two completely different meanings in 1 & 2 Maccabees. 
Scholars that can support this view are Prof. Daniel Schwarez on his comparisons between both 1 & 2 Maccabees. He states that the author of 1 Maccabees is very restrained and does not go into any significant historical details on why people in different stories do what they do or how they emotionally feel. Arguably, he disagrees with the examples of lament and purposeful action by Jews explored by Duggan. Additionally, Prof. Schwarez explains that Jews actually get along with their non-Jewish rulers and neighbours within 2 Maccabees. An example Schwarez uses is in 2 Maccabees 4, when he observes the responses from other non-Hasmonean nations being outraged at the death of the High Priest Onias III at Antioch, resulting in the Seleucid King sentencing the High Priest’s murderers to death. This creates sympathy and kindness from the gentiles and Seleucid rulers, rather than just evil representations they have throughout Duggan’s chapter and in 1 Maccabees. Additionally, despite the evil 1 Maccabees presents, of the Seleucids and Empire after the death of Alexander the Great in 333 BCE, Shaye J. D. Cohen in : ‘From the Maccabees to the Mishnah’ notes that before the Maccabean revolt: ‘Jews maintained a quiescent attitude toward their rulers. There [was] no indication of any serious uprising by the Jews against the Empires that ruled them.’[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Shaye J. D. Cohen, From Maccabees to the Mishnah. P. 14] 

Another source that can arguably share this same issue is: ‘Judaism and Hellenism in 2 Maccabees’ by Martha Himmelfarb where she observes influences, specific to the rise of Hellenization, particularly, the gymnasium. She notes that the Torah has nothing to say about the gymnasium or acts within the wrestling arenas. She claims that participation in the gymnasium in 2 Maccabees have ‘customs contrary to the law’.[footnoteRef:7] Additionally, 2 Maccabees does not mention attempts to remove circumcision or to exercise naked. Thus, these changes are not violations of Torah law or desecrating in any way towards the Jews within Judea. It can be argued that the nationalist themes explored by Duggan may be biased towards making the rise in Hellenization look worse than it was. A specific counter to Himmelfarb’s thoughts on 2 Maccabees comes from the lament of Matthias the Hasmonean in 1 Maccabees 2 as well as in Duggan’s chapter. Giving the city of Jerusalem itself humanity as a “mother” to engage the reader further emotionally, this lament can arguably be viewed as key texts to summarising the treatment of Gentiles, Seleucids and even the rise in Hellenization within 1 Maccabees when compared to the more Greek text: [7:  Martha Himmelfarb, Judaism and Hellenism in 2 Maccabees. P.25] 

‘The ruin of my people, the ruin of my holy city, and to live there when it was given over to the enemy, the sanctuary given over to aliens?’ (1 Macc 2: 7-8)
Conclusion 

In conclusion, there is no denying that a significantly nationalist approach is taken by the author of 1 Maccabees, to make the Jewish protagonists look like heroes and emotionally developed characters, whilst presenting their adversaries as emotionless, violent, fearful, and generally dislikeable ones. Moreover, possible implications for future research from Duggan or others, could be to see if the uses of emotional language through laments in both 1 & 2 Maccabees have any similar references of particular groups of Gentiles and Seleucids when compared together. Whilst I support Duggan’s conclusion that the author of 1 Maccabees made out Israel to be a fearless and courageous nation, supported by God and heavily developed through the laments of sorrow, grief and action, more observations could be made when looking at the relations of the Jews of the nation. Having good relationships with their Gentile and Seleucid neighbours, possibly looking at 1 & 2 Maccabees together, this could give better ideas on what the true relations between the different groups would have been; rather, than simply looking at it from a nationalist, propagandic and somewhat patriotic point of view, through 1 Maccabees, that Duggan explores in his chapter. 
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