Essential Academic and Employment Skills for a Career in Football Performance Analysis 

Football has changed significantly over the past decade, with data becoming an essential part of tactical planning and decision-making in professional football [1]. Aside from the knowledge that is required of a football analyst, there are several other skills that are required of individuals who would like to enter the field. Such skills include critical thinking, communication, AI literacy, and digital skills [2], [3].
Critical thinking is one of the most important academic skills because analysts must interpret large amounts of performance data within the context of each match [2]. While the data points might provide an insight into the game, analysts have to use critical thinking skills to consider the context of these data points and to use their knowledge of the sport to frame an appropriate and accurate summary of each game.

Communication is another essential skill. The best analysis in the world is worthless if nobody understands what the analysts know about the sport. Football analysts must communicate with individuals of all levels of knowledge of football terminology and jargon. Depending on the situation, football analysts might have to produce a dashboard, video clips, or reports to communicate their findings to others [3].
AI literacy is also an essential skill. Tools like Hudl StatsBomb use data science and data event points to analyse football matches much faster than a person could possibly analyse the same matches [1] . AI acts as an assistant to football analysts and cannot replace their skills in interpreting the matches analysed by the software [1], [2] .

Finally, digital and software skills are required of football analysts. With new software and metrics being developed constantly in the world of football, being comfortable with databases and football analysis software is a requirement for football analysts [1].
In the end, football performance analysis combines technical and academic skills. Critical thinking, clear communication, AI literacy and digital competence all help turn raw data into something coaches can trust and act on, and building these skills now prepares graduates to keep adapting as the game evolves [2], [3].
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