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In this scholarly contribution to the Blackwell Companion to the Classical Greek World Nick Fisher has presented a refined and fairly concise view of the lower social classes in the Ancient Athenian and Spartan civilisations. From the title “Citizens, Foreigners and Slaves in Greek Society” one may assume that this is simply an examination of the lives and roles within society of these peoples, however as Fisher sets out straight in his introduction this piece focuses almost entirely on the interplay between these three groups and their ‘free’ or ‘citizen’ counterparts.  Of course when engaging in any topic as serious as slavery definitions become very important and Fisher wisely starts his case by characterising the slave societies in which most of the classical world existed. When discussing this first point Fisher makes good use of the Athenian philosopher Aristotle’s work ‘Politics’ as it is set well within the time period it gives us a great insight into Athenian ideas of this system of “natural” slavery. Furthermore here the author uses his first comparison to more modern slavery – that of the African-American slave in the south of America I have the impression that by quoting Charles Ball[footnoteRef:1], Fisher is trying to show that the base institution of slavery (that of the master and the servant) is the same throughout time and so by harking back to this comparison a number of times throughout this piece he is making the concept of ancient slavery greatly more understandable to a modern audience. Fisher makes the point of defining the styles, mechanisms and importantly the vast differences of slavery between Athens and Sparta, the depiction he presents of Helot life in Ancient Sparta is very concise yet is argued very well considering that the contemporary sources describing Helots is limited in comparison to Athenian sources. Fisher makes very good use of Thucydides throughout this section seemingly using his works as the go to reference point when using contemporary sources, in comparison this paragraph is also excellently referenced as the appears to be no fact, figure or argument left without citation. This breadth of material cited demonstrates that Fisher has drawn together a wide range of opinions and views and managed to condense these down into a well-formed and easy to follow chapter, perfect for someone learning the subject to use to gain a base understanding. Following this the author goes onto describe the lower classes of “Slaves and Ex-Slaves”[footnoteRef:2], “Metics and Foreigners in Athens”[footnoteRef:3]. These two chapters are where Fisher really delves into his point about the “issues of interrelationships between these different groups and resulting tensions and contradictions”[footnoteRef:4]. Whereas he describes the problems between Spartan masters and their ‘slaves’ as clear-cut, here Fisher presents the audience with an impressive argument demonstrating the complexities occurring in Athens surrounding these people with small case studies of legal disputes, speeches and examples of influential Metics each one building a picture to the reader of how the Athenian class system worked. Whilst providing us with a succinct overview of this large topic by again drawing on a seemingly inexhaustive mine of modern and relevant scholarship (see text’s Bibliography), Fisher still manages to engage in current debate effectively arguing against the point put forward by Cohen[footnoteRef:5] thus showing this text was thoughtfully written with no citation left unanalysed. To Summarise Fisher has achieved his aim of presenting the issues surrounding “Citizens, Foreigners and Slaves in Greek Society” clear and easy to read fashion for an audience of scholars, students and even general readers whilst still engaging with a large amount of literature on the subject and remaining accessible to all levels of reader. [1:  Charles Ball was an African-Amercan slave in 18th Century America who wrote an account on the conditions he suffered through his time in slavery.]  [2:  Fisher, N. 2006. Pg. 332]  [3:  Fisher, N. 2006. Pg. 338]  [4:  Fisher, N. 2006. Pg. 327]  [5:  Cohen, E.E. 2000. ] 


