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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


“Safeguarding means preventing and protecting children and adults at risk from abuse or neglect and educating those around them to recognise the signs and dangers” (WSP, 2019). S197 of Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) defines abuse as physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or financial and states it may occur in any setting, with neglect defined as a failure to meet a person’s basic physical, emotional, social or psychological needs. SSWBA came into force in 2016 and repealed the existing legislation for Safeguarding adults, which was defined by the Care Act (2014), which remains the main legislation for Safeguarding Adults in England. Legislation created by the Welsh government is embedded with the principles of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and the Human Rights Act 1998. 

s126 of SSWBA defines an adult “at risk” as someone who is at risk of, or experiencing, abuse and neglect. It also encompasses individuals with care and support needs who are unable to protect themselves from abuse, as a result of those needs. The inclusion of the term “at risk” seeks to enable early intervention, allowing individuals to access preventative services even if they have not experienced abuse or neglect. When safeguarding concerns in relation to an adult are made the LA has 7 days to identify what/if intervention is required and which agency is appropriate to safeguard the individual (eg Police or health services) (Welsh Government, 2015). Under s126 SSWBA the LA’s have a duty to investigate possible abuse or neglect of an adult at risk and s128 sets the requirements for a range of authorities to report possible abuse or neglect to the LA. A s126 inquiry can result in 4 possible outcomes; immediate protection is required; adult at risk and protection required; no risk identified but care and support required; and no risk or care and support needs identified. 

The key principles of SSWBA refer to promoting the voice and control of individuals, prevention and early intervention, well-being and co-production (SCW, 2017).  SSWBA redefine safeguarding processes within Wales, empowering individuals to have more choice and control, be treated as “experts by experience” to co-productively achieve positive well-being outcomes, moving away from the previous more procedural way of working (SCIE, 2015). The Code of Practice (Welsh Government, 2015) highlights the two key principles underpinning effective safeguarding are a co-ordinated person-centred approach and the notion that “safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility”. Stronger duties to report safeguarding concerns with the aim to increase multi-agency / inter agency working are also introduced in Part 7 of SSWBA (Welsh Government 2015). The implementation of SSWBA established regional safeguarding boards for both Adults and Children, with the intention of preventing and protecting individuals within the designated regions from abuse. This including those who are at risk of, or experiencing, abuse and neglect. Regional Safeguarding boards also carry out inspections within agencies to ensure safeguarding practices are being followed appropriately and review policies, procedures and training needs. They work alongside a National Independent Safeguarding board to identify ways of improving safeguarding in Wales (Social Care Wales, 2017).




500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

510






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP, 2019) standardise procedures for adults and children’s safeguarding in Wales. However the legislative context for both differs, with Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 providing the safeguarding legislation for adults and the Children Act (1989) remaining the driver for safeguarding children. Despite this difference in legislative background, the central principles of both are the same, with prevention and protection from abuse, promoting wellbeing, and the notion that safeguarding is “everyone’s responsibility” being at the heart of both contexts (SCIE, 2020). 

Arguably the most significant difference in the approaches relates to “consent” and the way “risk” is viewed and managed. In Children’s safeguarding, consent to intervene is not required when practitioners hold concerns, and instead decisions are made based on promoting children’s welfare and positive outcomes. For adults, consent from the individual must be obtained where possible unless there are mitigating circumstances, such as acting in the best interest of the person or where others may be at risk, then decision may be made not to seek consent prior to making a referral (WSP, 2019). 

All adults are assumed to have capacity to make decisions unless there is significant evidenced to suggest otherwise, which is not the case for children.  S105 CA89 defines 18 as the age of becoming an adult. However, children aged 16 and 17 are also presumed to have ability to make informed decisions unless there are reasons to believe they lack capacity. In these circumstances a “Gillick competency” assessment should be considered (Griffiths, 2021). Although it is imperative that practitioners ascertain and have regard for the views, wishes and feelings of the child (SCW, 2022), best interest decisions can be made on their behalf. In contrast, MCA 2005 states that adults with capacity can make unwise choices unless it puts themselves/others at risk of harm. However, The Mental Health Act 2007 may be followed to safeguard the individual if they are assessed as having mental health disorders that require detention in hospital for a limited period of further assessment, or it is determined that they ought to be detained in the interest of their own safety or the protection of others (Mind, 2025).   MCA 2005 gives powers to deprive adults of their liberty under the “deprivation of liberty safeguards procedure” but must be done in line with the best interest checklist stipulated in Section 2 MCA 2005. 

In summary, children’s safeguarding allows greater powers to intervene and act in the child’s best interest, whereas adults safeguarding promotes empowerment, autonomy, protection of rights and respecting choice.
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