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*8,000-word project*

	NAME: Thomas Maslen

	STUDENT ID No.: 2236250

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: An examination into how Terrorism has affected policing and how the police use powers to protect the public

INTRODUCTION:

I propose to research the above topic as it is interesting to me, terrorism has been at an all time high since the 2001 attacks on the World Trade Centres and legislation has been altered to allow police to combat both domestic and international terrorism. 

I would like to analyse what a proscribed terrorist organisation is under the Terrorism Act 2000. This includes researching both right-wing extremism, left-wing extremism and other current proscribed organisations such as ISIS and The IRA (Terrorism Act, 2000).

I also have chosen this topic as there is numerous amounts of case law and news topics from reputable sources stemming from potential and actual attacks. Most notably in the United Kingdom was the 2017 attack in Manchester taking the lives of 22 people and injuring 50 plus (BBC, 2017). This attack was one of the main driving forces behind my university dissertation as it shocked the nation, altered law for the rest of history and made the potential for an attack a reality.       


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The information I would like to collect is as follows:

· Outline the proscribed terrorist organisations within the United Kingdom and how the attacks they have committed have altered legislation within parliamentary law.
· Critically analyse what powers do the police have under legislation to investigate, deter and take action on terrorist organisations to protect the public.
· Explore the public’s perception on the police tackling terrorism within the United Kingdom via an online questionnaire to gather quantitative data. 
· Explore how the British Police work with other organisations to combat international terrorist organisations to protect the public. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Under the Human Rights Act 1998 article 1 dictates that every person has the right to life and how no one shall be deprived of life. However, article 1 also outlines that the deprivation of life shall not be inflicted in contravention of the article. This is when such an action fit one or all of the categories of the article being to defend another person of unlawful violence. 

This article was brought forward during the multiple terrorist attacks within the United Kingdom during 2017 most notably the London Bridge Attack. In this attack three armed men drove a vehicle into pedestrians killing two people. These men then armed themselves with knives and dummy suicide vests attacked randomly killing a further six people and injuring many more. This was then when armed police arrived 8 minutes later and shot those three men dead. Therefore, protecting other persons from unlawful violence. This outlines that within a terrorist attack the Human Rights Act 1998 can be used as a power by the police to protect the public. 

Further to this attack it is noted by David Anderson Q.C (2017, p.22) that one of the males Khuram Butt was subject to an MI5 ‘priority’ investigation for almost two years and post attack it was discovered that the other two males were contacts of Butt. This shows that there is a clear need for further legislation to allow police and security services and for research to be conducted to outline what powers could be used in this type of situation. 


An examination conducted by HMICFRS (2023) found that although officers have training on how to notice the signs of radicalisation. Alongside this it was noted that police forces did not have the ability to monitor who had the training. This leaves a lasting question of do the police combat terrorism enough and can they protect the public?




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

My research will be carried out using the following methods:

A survey will be used to collected quantitative data to allow for an insight into the public perception of the police’s ability to combat terrorism.

Meta-Analysis of this survey and other survey’s taken by other academic studies will be utilised to gather a larger picture of statistics credit will be given for use of studies. 

Literature Review will also be utilised to critically analyse and develop an understanding of current legislation, reviews and case studies. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be using a general questionnaire to gather data from the general public to see what the publics perception is on the police’s current counter-terrorism plan. This is the best way to gather such data as I am developing research to understand what has been done to improve the police’s approach to counter terrorism. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Due to the exploration into terrorism, there could be research done into the religious aspects which could cause ethical problems to arise. This can be discussed prior to research with my supervisor. 


	TIME SCALE:

All research will be completed and compiled by the 30th of September 2025
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