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Mouth
Food enters digestive system through the mouth (Sensoy, 2021). Food mixes with enzymes contained in saliva. Teeth breaks food into small pieces.
The Digestive System
Esophagus
Peristalsis occur here to carry food from the mouth to the stomach (Li et al., 2020).
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Liver
This is the largest organ of the digestive system (Smidge, 2023). It releases bile into small intestine which breaks down fat and some vitamins.
Stomach
This hollow container holds food for sometime. In the stomach, food mixes with stomach acid and enzymes released by the stomach lining (Sensoy, 2021).




Pancreas
This gland releases enzymes that break down protein, fats, and carbohydrates (Zhang et al., 2022).

Gallbladder
The bile made in the liver is stored here. The gallbladder then secretes the bile into small intestine to break down fat and some vitamins (Rajab et al., 2020).



Small Intestine
Food mixes with enzymes released by the pancreas, bile, and the liver. The 22-foot muscular tube is divided into three sections which are duodenum, ileum, and jejunum (Zhang et al., 2022).


Large Intestine
Also referred to as colon. It is a 6-foot tube connecting small intestines and the rectum. Here water and sodium are absorbed from food waste (Nightingale & Spiller, 2023).



Rectum
It is the lower part of the colon connecting the colon with the anus. It is 8 inches long and its function is to store waste before it is removed through the anus (Zhang et al., 2020).


Appendix
It is a pouch-like structure attached to the colon. It has no function in the digestive system as human body can function normally when this structure is removed through a clinical procedure (Vitetta, 2022).


Anus
Removes food waste from the body after digestion (Sulastri et al., 2022).
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Liver

The largest organ inside the body.
Makes bile (fluid that helps break
down fats and gets rid of wastes in
the body); changes food into energy;
and cleans alcohol, some medicines,
and poisons from the blood.

Gallbladder

Stores the bile made in the liver,
then empties it to help digest fats.

Large Intestine

Also called the colon. It absorbs
water and sodium from stool.

Appendix

A pouch attached to the first part
of the large intestine. No one
knows its function.

Digestive System

Esophagus

Carries food from the mouth
to the stomach.

Stomach

The organ where digestion
of protein begins.

Pancreas

A gland that makes enzymes for
digestion and the hormone insulin
(which helps the body turn food
into energy).

Small Intestine
The organ where most digestion
occurs.

Rectum

The lower end of the large intestine,
leading to the anus.

Anus

The opening at the end of the
digestive tract where bowel
movements leave the body.




