Discuss the role of Muhammad within the development of Islam, highlighting specific roles of leadership and authority
In this essay I will be discussing Muhammad and his leadership, influence and role in the founding and building concept of Islamic religion. From his early life to the legacy of his name and works to this day. Deemed as the last prophet of Allah to spread and develop the Qur’an, his sayings and lessons (Hadith), his actions (Sunnah) and his fights for peace, justice and stability for his tribe. [footnoteRef:1] “Whoever obeys the Messenger obeys Allah, and whoever turns away, then, we did not send you to stand guard over them”. [1:  Surah - An-Nisa (Madina): Verse 80] 

Muhammad was born around 570CE to a family of Banu Hashmin. Leading a normal life being a tradesman in Syria in his early years, being raised by his grandfather Abd al-Muttalib and later by his Uncle Abu Talib. By the age of 25 Muhammad was married to Khadijah, a twice married and businesswoman; and together they had six children. Muhammad’s role in the development of Islam did not come into fruition until around 610CE. Muhammad, around the age of 40, retreats to and mountain called Hira during the month of (which is now) Ramadan to self-meditate; whereby, he receives a divine revelation by God through the Angel Gabriel. Throughout this revelation, one word is muttered and repeated to Muhammad over and over. “Read”. This night became known as the: “Night of Power” and is believed to be the founding and creation of Muhammad to develop the Qur’an. Which, to Muslims, is [footnoteRef:2]”[a] quest for understanding ourselves and the world we live in [as a] universal among human beings”. Additionally, teaching Muslims how to pray like the Angel Gabriel teaches Muhammad on this night. [2:  Rippin, Andrew (2012) Muslims: their religious beliefs and practices, 2nd edn. Pg 45] 

[footnoteRef:3]“Recite in the name of your Lord who created, created humanity from a blood clot! Recite, for your Lord is most generous, who taught by the pen, taught humanity what it knew not” [3:  Surah - al'Alaq (blood clot): Verse 96:1-5] 

After this night Muhammad began to teach to his own followers in Mecca. Such as there being only one God, all is created by one God and there will be a “Day of Judgement” consisting of Hellfire and Paradise. Depending, on how one lives their own life. Teachings like these are also present within the holy Qur’an such as for Muslims to control their anger, be good and treat one another like they would with family, have humility and dignity for oneself whilst also showing utmost respect to other people/Muslims, show politeness and treat people kindly. Especially, if in someone’s house and a main and important teaching of Islam by Muhammad and in the Qur’an today is for Muslims to always mend their own mistakes that they make and co-operate in doing good deeds for others without expecting anything in return. Hence, these teachings play a huge part in Muhammad’s role leading and developing the beginning of Islam as it truly begins. [footnoteRef:4]” Muhammad has been taken by all Muslims to be the ideal man, the perfect embodiment of what it means to be a Muslim”. [4:  Rippin, Andrew (2012) Muslims: their religious beliefs and practices, 2nd edn. Pg 46] 

However, due to controversy of Muhammad’s teaching at this time and a suspected murder plot, he became more prone to danger and threats by others within Mecca. Therefore, he decided to migrate (al-Hijrah) to Yathrib (Medina) with his community. Believed, to be around 622CE. This year also marks the first year of the Islamic Lunar Calendar. Whilst in Yathrib, Muhammad is believed to have become a religious and political leader of the Medinan community under the” Constitution of Medina” in which says that Muhammad and his people are derived straight from God and the aspects of what it takes to be a Muslim are within this constitution. 
[footnoteRef:5]“Whenever a dispute or controversy likely to cause trouble arises among the people of this document, it shall be referred to God and to Muhammad, the apostle of God. God is the guarantor of the pious observance of what is in this document.” [5:  Rippin, Andrew (2012) Muslims: their religious beliefs and practices, 2nd edn. Pg 47] 

In Muhammad’s community, he taught that worship was very important form two aspects. The first aspect was of congregation (Jamaat). This would start with a congregational prayer and the results from this would be an increase in the membership of the Muslim society, along with the increased trust between individual Muslims of this society and Muslims would also feel important and valued within the pleasure they are receiving from attaining equal worship with other communal Muslims. The second aspect of worship was focusing one’s attention on the matter of constancy. This would be done through fasting (Zakaat) and later would also be pilgrimages. Especially, to the Hajj in Mecca. This would highlight to Muslims how important their existence is within Islamic society and how each Muslim to this day, are on their own personal journey and path towards doing all they can to achieve eternal life in paradise. Hence, these two aspects of worship do secure unity, solidarity and altruism for all Muslims within Muhammad’s society, throughout history and for modern Islam today. 
However, despite this constitution; traditionally, Muhammad tries to remove any tribe allegiances throughout Medina with the goal of creating a singular tribe (Ummah) whose highest authority was only God. This was the beginning of the huge confidence and growth in the Islamic religion. Despite this, Jewish communities in Medina had aggravation towards Muhammad, his people and his message and so there were civil outbreaks of violence, attacks and damage of camel caravans. Inflicting business in Medina [footnoteRef:6] ”as well as bringing the profits of such raids into Medinan hands, thus producing power and prestige for the community in the eyes of the Arabian tribes”. There were many rebellious raids towards Muhammad and his community with the most important and significant being the: Battle of Badr (624CE). A battle between Muhammad’s community and the Meccan Quraysh tribe. Hence, due to Muhammad’s inspiration and way of leadership towards his people. It resulted in a victory for Muhammad and his followers also with the help of divine intervention of Gabriel and other angels on horses according to Islamic traditional teachings of this story. However, despite this Muhammad also faced defeats such as the: Battle of Uhud in 625. Subsequently, it was the Battle of the Ditch in 627 that highlighted huge development by Muhammad and his Muslim community. A battle between Medinan’s and the Meccan army. In which, resulted in a victory for Muhammad and Medina due to an immediate retaliation on Mecca after their withdrawal from Medina. Creating the: [6:  Rippin, Andrew (2012) Muslims: their religious beliefs and practices, 2nd edn. Pg 48] 

[bookmark: _GoBack][footnoteRef:7] “Treaty of Hudaybiyya, the terms of which allowed the Medinan’s to enter Mecca the next year to perform [a] pilgrimage”. [7:  Rippin, Andrew (2012) Muslims: their religious beliefs and practices, 2nd edn. Pg 50] 

This lead to the Medinan community significantly growing. It grew to such an extent that it allowed Muhammad to plan a secret war against Mecca. Eventually, attacking the city in the year 630, which broke the Treaty of Hudaybiyya and in some Islamic tradition, it is believed that Muhmmad and his community destroyed the idols and deities that were held within the Kaaba in Mecca. To many Muslims, this victory of Mecca by Muhammad’s community represented the conquest and power of the beginning of Islam for the years to come.. Muhammad’ story embodying what it takes to be a perfect Muslim and a perfect human being. Further, developing Islam by Muhammad’s authoritative role was the first pilgrimage or in more modern terms the first Hajj. Which took place in 632CE. Here, Muhammad gave his farewell (sermon) to his community and mentioned to his Muslims that they [footnoteRef:8]”constitute one brotherhood”. Personally, I believe this is hugely important for Muslims today by Muhammad saying these words. This is because millions of Muslims today every year from all over the world travel to Mecca to experience Hajj. Hence, constituting one brotherhood and world Muslims being peacefully united with one another. Sharing, on Muhammad’s journey and feeling like a valued member of the Islamic religion with guidance by Muhammad along with the holy Qur’an. [8:  Kapar, Ali PhD (2018) What Changes did Prophet Muhammad make to the Society in which he Lived? Available at: http://www.lastprophet.info/what-changes-did-prophet-muhammad-make-to-the-society-in-which-he-lived] 

[footnoteRef:9]“O Messenger [Muhammad] Proclaim [the Message] which has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if you do not, then you have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind. Verily, Allah guides not the people who disbelieve” [9:  Küçük, Rasit PHD (2018) The Importance of Prophet Muhammad and His Status as a Role Model, Available at: http://www.lastprophet.info/the-importance-of-prophet-muhammad-and-his-status-as-a-role-model] 

During the time of Muhammad’s death, there were many aspects from Muslims considering Muhammad had relations to divinity. Close friends and companions to Muhammad refused to believe that he had passed away. However, the truth was in this story, in the words of Abu Bakr, close companion to Muhammad. If anyone worshipped Muhammad, but he was now dead; Muslims should worship God. Because God is alive and immortal. This shows Muslims that the monotheistic God is all omnipotent and this is a main reason why some Muslims such as Begums or Emirs, devote their whole lives towards God and the teachings from the Qur’an and the rules and guidelines which come with it. Furthermore, this is reinforced by Muhammad proclaiming to his followers before his death not to worship false idols like other tribes during this time did; and only focus all attention on the monotheistic God. Subsequently, after the death of Muhammad there was no clear leadership. However, Muhammad’s daughter (Fatimah) would play a very big role in continuing the development of Islam for the generations to come.
In conclusion, Muhammad arguably, played the biggest role in the starting development of early Islam. From being a family man living a normal life with Grandfather and later Uncle, to becoming a high authoritative religious and political figure throughout Medina and is embodied as the perfect Muslim and Sunnah in the Qur’an to all Muslims today. Establishing, new worship of only one God and not other idols, establishing unity and co-operation with his own people when giving worship to God. Giving teachings of his divine revelations and making education and instruction a whole new meaning with instructions for the 	Qur’an and eventually the practices of the Prophet (Sunnah). Also, teaching Muslim children to read and write. Additionally, despite the wars and conflicts faced, Muhammad went against the social norms of worshiping idols and deities during this time, (age of ignorance) fully knowing that he would face repercussions from what he was teaching. Subsequently, because of his revelations by the divine and Allah, this is what strove him forward as an authoritative leader to continue to spread the message of the Qur’an and converting new members to this soon to be second biggest global religion in the world.  
[footnoteRef:10]“The final and complete revelation of the faith [of Islam] was made through the Prophet Muhammad in the 7th century CE. [10:  BBC (2011) Prophet Muhammad (570-632), Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/history/muhammad_1.shtml] 
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