Paragraph Worksheet
Activity 1:
Read the following paragraph and then discuss with a partner which part is T, E, E, L and why?Academic style is the style of writing used in educational settings, like schools and universities. In academic writing, it is important to follow certain rules and conventions to communicate ideas effectively. This includes using formal language, providing evidence to support arguments, and citing sources properly. For example, academic papers often use third-person perspective and avoid contractions like "don't" or "can't." Additionally, they include citations for any information or ideas taken from other sources to avoid plagiarism. Therefore, understanding and using academic style is essential for students to succeed in their studies and communicate their ideas clearly and professionally. Topic sentence? Explanation? Evidence? Linking sentence?


Activity 2: 
Read the following two examples of TEEL paragraphs. Discuss with a partner which paragraph you think is the better example of TEEL? Why? Write down at least 3 reasons why you believe the paragraph is better, with examples from the text.
Paragraph A:
Academic skills are crucial for success at university. These skills, including effective writing, paraphrasing, and referencing, are essential for understanding complex course materials and articulating one's ideas clearly in assignments. Research by Johnson (2020) demonstrated that students who mastered academic skills like paraphrasing and referencing consistently achieved higher grades and demonstrated deeper understanding of course materials compared to their peers, as they gain and demonstrate a deeper understanding of texts through use of these skills. Moreover, strong academic skills support effective time management and organization, allowing students to balance their academic workload with extracurricular activities and personal commitments (Brown, 2023). Therefore, developing academic skills are essential for navigating the challenges of university education, empowering students to succeed academically and beyond.
Paragraph B:
Academic skills are important. These skills enable individuals to grasp and comprehend new concepts effectively. Reading and writing skills, for instance, are crucial for completing assignments. Lecturers also play a key role in guiding students through their studies (Stannord, 2019). Student unions and student reps can be very important for helping students understand what the university offers, while workshops outside of class also help students reach their academic goals. Students who attend workshops outside of class hours are often proven to achieve higher grades than those who simply attend class (Webb, 2020). Organization is also a key factor, such as maintaining a tidy workspace. Therefore, academic skills play a pivotal role in various aspects of learning and development, like following a recipe to bake a cake.

Activity 3:
Which of the following topic sentences are weaker topic sentences? Why?
1) The average English dictionary contains about 170,000 to 200,000 words, and The average Spanish dictionary typically contains about 80,000 to 100,000 words.
2) Learning a second language improves cognitive flexibility and cultural awareness.
3) A considerable number of individuals express a preference for consuming pizza.
4) Automobiles are mechanical devices that enable individuals to travel from one location to another.
5) Implementing renewable energy solutions is essential for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and combating climate change.
6) According to Smith (2006), learning a second language can be “very challenging” (p.5).
Activity 4
With a partner, read the mini TEEL paragraphs and decide which paragraphs have a strong concluding sentence and which have a weak concluding sentence. Make sure you take note of WHY the weak examples are weak!
1) The rise of social media has dramatically changed the way people communicate. With platforms like Facebook and Twitter, individuals can connect instantly with friends and family across the globe. Studies (e.g. Brown, 2018; Samson, 2022) show that 70% of people use social media to stay in touch with loved ones, highlighting its role in maintaining relationships. In summary, the rise of social media has changed communication.

2) Urbanization has a profound impact on local wildlife. As cities expand, natural habitats are often destroyed, leading to a decline in biodiversity. For example, a study by the Nature Conservancy (2021) found that urban areas have seen a 50% decrease in bird populations over the past decade. This alarming trend underscores the need for sustainable urban planning to protect wildlife and preserve ecological balance.

3) Renewable energy sources are essential for combating climate change. By shifting away from fossil fuels, we can significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions and lessen our carbon footprint. Research from the International Energy Agency (2020) indicates that transitioning to renewable energy could cut emissions by up to 70% by 2050. Thus, investing in renewable technologies is not only vital for environmental health but also crucial for securing a sustainable future for generations to come.

4) Climate change poses a significant threat to global ecosystems. Rising temperatures and changing weather patterns have led to habitat destruction and species extinction. The World Wildlife Fund reports that nearly 1 million species are at risk of extinction due to climate-related factors. This means that there are many things to consider.

