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Abstract

This paper presents findings from a study of family literacy provision in England and
focuses on the effects of family literacy programmes on the home literacy environment.
The fieldwork took place between September 2013 and December 2014 and involved
27 school-based programmes for pupils aged between 5 and 7, and their parents. The
study used mixed methods, which involved observations of family literary sessions, a
quantitative pre- and post-survey of | 18 parents, and pre- and post-telephone qualita-
tive interviews with a sub-sample of 24 parents. Building on previous theoretical work,
the study conceptualises the home literacy ernvironment into four areas (family
resources; parental literacy behaviours and attitudes; parental beliefs and understand-
ings; and family literacy activities and practices). The paper develops understandings of
how parents translate and implement messages from family literacy into the home
setting, and it shows how participation in these programmes leads to changes in
family literacies across all four areas identified.
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Abstract

A review of 20 experimental, shared book reading (SBR) interventions using questioning
strategies with preschool children was conducted. The studies were analyzed in terms
of their quality, focus, and the questioning strategies employed. Although there were
few methodological concerns about the studies conducted, treatment fidelity and replic-
ability of the reported interventions are raised as issues needing attention in future
research. The impact of questioning strategies on language and pre- literacy skills
tended to be a focus of the reported studies, with little investigation of the development
of children's thinking skills through questioning, and there were few attempts to analyze
children’s responses to different types of questioning techniques. Across the reported
studies, there was also a lack of consistency around the terminology assodated with
different kinds of questioning. The article concludes with discussion of implications for
the use of questioning techniques in early childhood education practice and argues for
research into the impact of different questioning techniques on children’s cognitive
development.
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Abstract

This research presents reflections from focus group discussions with childcare pro-
viders and parents of preschoolers in one African American community situated
within a large Midwestern city in the United States. The purpose of this study was to
examine parents’ and childcare providers' conceptions of literacy and language related
to school readiness. During these conversations it became clear that both parents and
providers engage in a number of practices o prepare children to use the standard
variety of English privileged by mainstream schooling. Participants verbalize the dual
importance of encouraging all language development for young children while explicidy
teaching the uses of language as situated in a larger social context. Both parents and
providers discuss the need to build a bridge for children between the English varieties
used at home and the standard English valued by schools. In light of these findings, the
authors problematize common conceptions of ‘school readiness’ as unidirectional and
discuss implications for children entering school settings where language varieties are
undervalued.
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