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Much of Lucretius’s life is unknown to us: though some sources say that he was born in Pompeii, very little reliable sources exist. He is said to have been born in 99 B.C and killed himself aged either 43/44 in 55 B.C.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Jerome, Chronicon] 

Lucretius is only credited to one work: “De rerum natura” (On The Nature of Things), which, was said to be edited later by Cicero[footnoteRef:2], however later scholars have argued against this[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  Jerome, Chronicon]  [3:  David Butterfield, The Early Textual History of Lucretius' De rerum natura., (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press)] 

De rerum natura is a didactic poem split into six books, written in dactylic hexameter, with 7,400 lines. The first three books focus on themes of the world and the wider universe; time and space; atoms and the material makeup of everything. The last three books then focus on more abstract concepts through materialistic explanation: human sight and reflection; sexual intercourse and reproduction; heaven and hell; nature and agriculture; natural forces and diseases.
Lucretius rejected abstract thoughts as a rule and generally considered the world to be a black and white esq. materialistic concept: “nothing exists except acorns and the void”[footnoteRef:4]. The core meaning of the poem was an explanation of Epicurean philosophy (a challenge to Platonism and later Stoicism), which focussed on material atomism, rejecting ideas of superstition and divine intervention. The poem does embrace many hedonistic traits: it declares material and physical pleasure to be the primary objectives in life – abstaining from spiritual indulgences and living without fear from the wrath of the Gods as many Romans did. [4:  Lucretius, De rerum natura] 
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