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ANSWER 3 QUESTIONS IN SECTIONA AND 1 QUESTION IN
SECTION B

Equipment or materials required — None
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ANSWER BOTH SECTION A AND SECTION B. BOTH SECTIONS ARE OF
EQUAL VALUE.

Candidates should ensure that they avoid repetition of material
in their answers to different sections.

SECTION A (50 MARKS)
SECTION A

Select three of the following and comment on the context and content of each.

EITHER

1
In the same winter the Athenians gave a funeral at the public cost to those who had first fallen
in this war. It was a custom of their ancestors, and the manner of it is as follows. [2] Three
days before the ceremony, the bones of the dead are laid out in a tent which has been erected;
and their friends bring to their relatives such offerings as they please. [3] In the funeral
procession cypress coffins are borne in cars, one for each tribe; the bones of the deceased
being placed in the coffin of their tribe. Among these is carried one empty bier decked for
the missing, that is, for those whose bodies could not be recovered. [4] Any citizen or
stranger who pleases, joins in the procession: and the female relatives are there to wail at the
burial. [5] The dead are laid in the public sepulchre in the most beautiful suburb of the city, in
which those who fall in war are always buried; with the exception of those slain at
Marathon, who for their singular and extraordinary valor were interred on the spot where they
fell. [6] After the bodies have been laid in the earth, a man chosen by the state, of approved
wisdom and eminent reputation, pronounces over them an appropriate panegyric; after which
all retire. [7] Such is the manner of the burying; and throughout the whole of the war,
whenever the occasion arose, the established custom was observed. [8] Meanwhile these were
the first that had fallen, and Pericles, son of Xanthippus, was chosen to pronounce their
eulogium. When the proper time arrived, he advanced from the sepulchre to an elevated
platform in order to be heard by as many of the crowd as possible, and spoke as follows.
Thucydides 2.34

2
It chanced that some triremes were about to sail, a military force having to be despatched in
haste. Now there was not in the dockyards equipment for the ships, but those from whom it
was due, who had in their possession such equipment, had failed to return it; and furthermore
there was not available for purchase in the Peiraeus either an adequate supply of sail-cloth
and tow and cordage, which serve for the equipment of a trireme. Chaeridemus, therefore,
proposed this decree, in order that the equipment for the ships might be recovered and kept
safe for the state.

Demosthenes 47.20



3
Another trireme was at once sent off in haste, for fear that the first might reach Lesbos in the
interval, and the city be found destroyed; the first ship having about a day and a night's start.
Wine and barley-cakes were provided for the vessel by the Mitylenian ambassadors, and
great promises made if they arrived in time; which caused the men to use such diligence upon
the voyage that they took their meals of barley-cakes kneaded with oil and wine as they
rowed, and only slept by turns while the others were at the oar. Luckily they met with no
contrary wind, and the first ship making no haste upon so horrid an errand, while the second
pressed on in the manner described, the first arrived so little before them, that Paches had
only just had time to read the decree, and to prepare to execute the sentence, when the second
put into port and prevented the massacre. The danger of Mitylene had indeed been great.
Thucydides 3.49.

4

The Samians, believing that because of the departure of Pericles they had a suitable
opportunity to attack the ships that had been left behind, sailed against them, and having

won the battle they were puffed up with pride. [2] But when Pericles received word of the
defeat of his forces, he at once turned back and gathered an imposing fleet, since he desired
to destroy once and for all the fleet of the enemy. The Athenians rapidly dispatched sixty
triremes and the Chians and Mytilenaeans thirty, and with this great armament Pericles
renewed the siege both by land and by sea, making continuous assaults. [3] He built also
siege machines, being the first of all men to do so, such as those called "rams" and
"tortoises," Artemon of Clazomenae having built them; and by pushing the siege with energy
and throwing down the walls by means of the siege machines he gained the mastery of
Samos.

Diodoros 12.28.

5

Eight days had now passed while they had been sitting opposite to one another, when he gave
this counsel to Mardonios; and Mardonios, perceiving that the advice was good, sent the
cavalry when night came on to the pass of Kithairon leading towards Plataia, which the
Boeotians call the "Three Heads" and the Athenians the "Oak Heads." Having been thus sent,
the cavalry did not come without effect, for they caught five hundred baggage-animals
coming out into the plain, which were bearing provisions from Peloponnesus to the army, and
also the men who accompanied the carts: and having taken this prize the Persians proceeded
to slaughter them without sparing either beast or man; and when they were satiated with
killing they surrounded the rest and drove them into the camp to Mardonios.

Herodotos 9.39.

6

But the Locrians followed not with the great-hearted son of Oileus, for their hearts abode not
steadfast in close fight, seeing they had no brazen helms with thick plumes of horse-hair,
[715] neither round shields, nor spears of ash, but trusting in bows and well-twisted slings of
sheep's wool had they followed with him to Ilios; with these thereafter they shot thick and
fast, and sought to break the battalions of the Trojans. So the one part in front with their war-
gear, richly dight, [720] fought with the Trojans and with Hector in his harness of bronze,



and the others behind kept shooting from their cover; and the Trojans bethought them no

more of fight, for the arrows confounded them.
Homer /liad 13.711-21.

SECTION B (50 marks)

Write an essay on one of the following titles. You must ensure that you do not choose
questions which will involve the repetition of any significant amount of material from any of
your answers in Section A.

1. Examine critically how the trireme limited naval warfare in the classical Greek period?

2. Examine critically why siege warfare developed so rapidly in the fourth century in the
Greek world?

3. Why did the role of the Athenian strategos differ in the fourth century in comparison to
the fifth?

4. In your critical judgement, how important do you think cavalry was in the classical Greek
period?

END



