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My Experience 

I started my apprenticeship in 2018 with Alun Griffiths Contractors (AGC). I’ve been on a good variety of jobs within the last 2 and half years as I’ve done sea defences, roadworks, and management. I did my ONC and NVQ in Neath Port Talbot College. At the start of the year in 2019, I did a drone survey with Topcon in Carmel quarry in Cross Hands. I saw how the civil engineering and surveying industry is developing and how amazing it was seeing the things it could do. In 2019, I went to GEO Business in London and met and talked to different companies and people. I also met people from the Chartered Institution of Civil Engineering Surveyors (CICES) as one of the reps from CICES heard we were from Wales and was interested in the institute and he helped me apply and get in contact with the people in charge of the memberships. As he was the Head of Wales area for the CICES. With working under my father, I’ve learned and experienced a plethora of knowledge and gained my own experiences. In 2019, I went on training courses in Bristol to learn and use Levels/Lasers, Total Stations and GPS. Then, I went on another training course about Machine Control and had a go on a simulator they had to help us understand how it works. 

[bookmark: _Toc60921591]First 3 Months at UWTSD
For the first 3 months at University Wales Trinity St Davids (UWTSD), I’ve gone into a better and more challenging environment as in NPTC we did learn but they didn’t push us to go for the top marks and we didn’t have many interesting or challenging subjects as it was hand in the assignments in whenever and laid back. However, joining UWTSD for my HNC has made it a lot more interesting and challenging as we have assignments which we have to look for the information and data ourselves rather than the lecturers given it to us, the subjects are interesting and enjoyable. With our lecturers I’ve learned a lot of things. With doing Health and  Safety, I learned how a lot of paperwork and standards must be met when managing a project. Also, I had the chance to listen to Laura from CIOB and what they do and what they provide in terms of help and support with coursework, webinars, and careers. It was interesting listening to other people speak with their experiences and opinions. When doing Fundamentals of Construction Tech, it was really good listening to the lecturers about superstructure, substructure, Ground Investigations, and design. As doing the assignments I did  my own research and found out lots of information and understanding of how certain things work. We’ve been doing our subjects all online via Teams because of Covid. It has been good and easier doing it through teams. Although, it does get hard to concentrate on the call as staring at a computer screen for most of the day does make your eyes hurt a bit and you lose focus. If I could change how the Teams call are as rather than 30 plus of students and Lecturers in one call that we could have 2 hours with the lecturer than an hour in separate calls like in groups where students can talk to each other and ask each other questions and bounce off ideas with each other. As, it would keep people from being bored or losing focus and then finish the last part of the lesson with everyone in the same call. 
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[bookmark: _Toc60921593]I’m confident in my ability to do my work when it comes to setting out, surveying, computer work and other responsibilities. I’m very good and comfortable using the setting out and surveying equipment. As I’m confident when using GPS, Total Stations and Levels. When I’m stuck whether it’s on site or in college/university and don’t know the answer or what to do. I’m not afraid to ask questions and ask for help as I care if it’s a stupid question or if I look stupid. As asking questions is the one of the best ways to learn. I would say I’m above average and comfortable when it comes to computers as I’ve done ICT in school and usually on computers every day. My ambition to me is my greatest strength as I want to be the best Civil Engineer Surveyor I can as my father is Civil Engineer Surveyor and he’s very good at what he does, and I want to be better than him as he wants me to be better than him. As currently in Alun Griffiths I’m under his shadow and people say I’m only here because of him. That whys my ambition is my greatest strength as I want to prove to them, I got here on my own merit of work and abilities. As I enjoy my work so I want to do the best I can to be the best. In college and on site, I’ve gotten things wrong and done mistakes or forgotten to do something, but I’ll admit that I haven’t done it if I haven’t as to me this is one of my strengths as I’ll admit to being wrong or doing a mistake as that’s how I learn by learning from my mistakes and using them to improve myself. 

My Weaknesses and Self-Development
I know I have my strengths, but I do have my weaknesses which I do need to development and better myself. I am confident with my ability to do my work, but I’ve had before on site with workforce that challenge me and have ago and moan about setting out, I’ve done or information I’ve told them as they try to be little me and have ago and put pressure on me, so I end up buckling and feel intimidated by them. I done think before I say sometimes and get to ahead of myself and get mixed up with what I’m saying. So, I need to bite my tongue at times and think before I say something and have the answers ready. I lose focus and get easily distracted. As at times I find myself behind and trying to catch up and get focused and do my work but when others start talking or I get caught up in something I lose all focus and effort in doing my coursework. To improve that I’m going to start setting times for me to do my work and focus my efforts on them, so any time before or after it I’ll use those hours to other things which are productive and not a waste of time such as reading a book or watch videos on YouTube about software, instruments or documentaries.

Long term Career Goals
· 2 years - I want to have completed and passed my HNC with the best grades I can get in UWTSD.

· 3 years - I want to pass my HND after completing my HNC.

· 5 years – After my HND, I want to my Degree and progress my knowledge and experience further  and better myself.  I see myself at around this moment of time leaving the company I’m with and working for myself and experiencing the world of Civil Engineering Surveying.

· By 27 to 29 years of age I want to achieve a master’s degree and PhD in a field within the Civil Engineering Surveyors industry.

·  After completing my team in University and better myself, I see myself working for myself and working aboard to see the style and stand of work around the world.

· In 10 to 12 years’ time, I want to achieve Chartership with the Chartered Institution of Civil Engineering Surveying.

· Before I’m 30 I want to at least be able to understand or speak 2 languages to develop myself and help me in the future for when I work aboard in other countries.
Short term Career Goals
· To read my books. As I have lots of books about CAD, Excel, Engineering and construction from my Dad and ones which the University supply so I want to read as much as I can and utilise the benefits from reading them and the access to them.
· I want to improve my handwriting as at the moment it is a bit messing and untidy and it needs to be tidy as if anyone needs to read my handwriting on draws, in my level book or notes. So, I want to practice my handwriting.
· One of my weaknesses is my confidence in talking to people with more experience than me as they try to be little me. I want to improve my confident in talking to them and how to handle them and stand up to them and not be bullied or belittled by them.
·  To make a schedule which I work to help me manage my work and coursework so I can be up to date and not fall behind.
I plan to accomplish my short term goals by September 2021 as I want to complete these before I start my second year at UWTSD.
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