Exhibition Proposal

Dear National Museum of Ireland Board of Directors,
I am writing to you to discuss the proposed exhibition ‘Journey to the Afterlife’ an ancient Egyptian exhibition like none other, it will be used to give a practical real life experience of an ancient tradition. Within ancient Egyptian funerary beliefs, the journey to the afterlife is seen as a literal journey down the River Nile. Taking this as premise I would like to create an exhibition to represent a literal journey down the Nile, incorporating the ancient traditions that would take place when an individual die’s until they are laid to rest in their tomb.  
The main purpose of this exhibition will be to firstly enhance the education and representation of ancient Egyptian tradition within Ireland. Secondly it will be to create a memorable experience by using an interactive exhibition to showcase the wonders ancient Egypt, increasing its popularity which in turn will increase public and academic awareness of ancient Egypt within Ireland.
The design of this exhibition will begin with large structure within an exhibition hall filled with water, to represent the River Nile with a wooden platform running through the structure in which visitors would travel around the exhibition. As they travel around the exhibition the visitors will be able to stop at each case which would be risen out of the water on a wooden platform. The cases would be divided into each aspect of the journey to the afterlife for example: mummification, rituals, tomb equipment, scared texts etc. On the platform in which visitors can move around the exhibition will be designed to represent a boat travelling over the River Nile, a small number of visitors will be able to go through at once, to be guided by one member of staff dressed as the god Anubis.
The final case rather than being in the water at a distance, will be placed at the end of the platform walk way through the exhibition, it will represent the ‘final judgement’ and the exit to the exhibition will be used to represent the entrance to the afterlife. At the beginning of the exhibition each participant should receive a replica heart scarab before entering in which to be weighed against the Maat feather at the end that would allow each person to either pass into the afterlife or not. A voice over will then be played throughout the exhibition hall giving the visitors information on each case and each aspect of the journey to the afterlife. This interactive aspect will allow visitors to the exhibition to experience a real life tradition that the Egyptian people participated in for thousands of years. 
Various artistic aspects will be used to create an appropriate atmosphere of the dark and gloomy experience that the ancient Egyptians would have undertaken to continue their journey to the afterlife. Overall very dark lightening with small spotlights in each case will be used to illuminate objects in each display and to reflect the water. Addition lightening being placed at the exit to create ‘the afterlife’ an entrance to paradise.  
This exhibition at present has a budget of £50,000- £100,000 which will be used to firstly create the structure with various platforms, to allow the water to be added to represent the Nile. The budget will also be used to borrow various objects from a range of ancient Egyptian collections throughout the UK and Europe, that will be used to fill each case throughout the exhibition. A list of each object that will feature in this exhibition will be added at the conclusion of this correspondence. 
For the purpose of this exhibition I would ask only two things of the national museum, the use of a large exhibition hall and a member of staff in which could take up the role of Anubis.

 


 
