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How integral was slavery to the society and economy of ancient Rome?
Slavery in the ancient world was not only permitted but also commonplace, this was no different in Rome. Each society had its own laws and opinions on slavery, with some societies allowing slaves to own property and able to pay manumission like in Athens, and others preventing such. Alike Athens and the Greek world Rome also allowed slaves to pay manumission, and alike Athens these ex-slaves would become a freedman or freedwoman but not citizens. Slavery has been seen to some as the largest reason for the growth of Rome and its rapid ascendancy towards Mediterranean domination, and the catalyst for its collapse. This essay shall be arguing that the importance of slavery to the Roman society and economy was so extensive that it was one of he most impactful influences on Roman expansion. To achieve this, this essay shall discuss slavery’s impact on the society and its economy, both negatively and positively. 
In Rome, the slave trade, according to Dionysius of Halicarnassus, existed since its founding.[footnoteRef:1] This is not unbelievable as slavery as previously stated was very common in the ancient world, and especially well documented in Greece which is claimed by some to be a substantial influence on Roman Society and Culture. So if this information is true then that would mean that by the time that the Roman Republic was founded slavery would be intertwined with Roman society and culture itself. By the time of the republic, it was a societal norm to own a slave in your household, especially if one was rich enough to own them. These household slaves would perform activities such as cleaning, nursing and anything else the master wishes of them. This master slave relationship was not unique to Rome however it was integral to the Roman paterfamilias as the slave would be seen just as important as extended family members. Some well-educated household slaves could even become teachers to the children of the household. These slaves would perform many different duties depending on their independent talents and skills in certain areas such as miners, nurses, et cetera.[footnoteRef:2] However, not all slaves were members of a paterfamilias, some were publicly owned.[footnoteRef:3] These slaves would work in temples and other public buildings, performing basic tasks usually such as servants to Pontiffs or Magistrates, but if they are particularly skilled they could even rise to the office of secretaries or accountants, even earning money in doing so.[footnoteRef:4] The positions of these slaves shows the importance that the slaves had on roman society, as they were everywhere, from secretaries of Magistrates to miners, from builders to household teachers. Though the estimations for the percentage of the slave population of Italy vary, most experts place the number between 30 – 40% during the 1st century BCE or around 2 – 3 million slaves.[footnoteRef:5][footnoteRef:6] Although Scheidel argues that the number should be closer to 1.5 million slaves, I agree with Wickham with the amount being above 2 million slaves, due to the Wickham’s account being later so more evidence would have been gathered on the population of Rome within the 9 year gap between the scholarship. [1:  Blair. 1970. P. 3]  [2:  Gagarin. 2010. P. 323]  [3:  Johnston. 1957. P. 158-177]  [4:  Berger. 1991. P. 706]  [5:  Scheidel. 2005. P.170 ]  [6:  Wickham. 2014. p. 198] 

Slavery’s impact on the Roman economy is defiantly notable as the trading of slaves was very lucrative and thrived during the formative years of the republic to the fall of the empire.[footnoteRef:7] With slave auctions being a regular event and the large amounts of slaves being so enormous that even the poor could afford a slave. This also was the reason Rome had to expand to gather more territory as the desire for slaves grew, so the slave traders would follow the roman legions into Gaul, Germania, Iberia, Mesopotamia and further.[footnoteRef:8] Though Rome was very dependent on the resources provided by slaves, it was not as dependent as other nations like Sparta.[footnoteRef:9] Roman dependence on slaves is still debated over how dependent they were, however most scholars agree that the Romans did economically rely on slavery.[footnoteRef:10] Cities such as Delos in Greece became hotspots for slave trading in Rome due to its proximity to Roman conquests in the middle-east. To monopolise on this trade further Augustus began to tax the trading of slaves by 2 percent, I doubt that this was to help to lower the trading of slaves, but rather to bring more money to Rome as this tax brought a further 5 million sesterces.[footnoteRef:11] This was then increased to 4 percent in 43AD. There seems to be an obvious that the economic boom of the late republic and early imperial era of Rome and the growing slave trade were linked, plus the taxing of the trade suggestes the lucrative nature of it.  [7:  Hopkins. 1981. P. 4-5]  [8:  Wickham. 2014. p. 180–184]  [9:  Herodotus, Histories 9.10]  [10:  Bernat. 2015. p. 15-25]  [11:  Harris. 2000. p. 721] 

In conclusion I believe that due to the amount of trade that came due to the slave trade and the society being seemingly built around the use of slaves, slaves played a very integral role in Rome. The discussion over the Rome’s dependence on slavery rages on but most if not all historians and scholars agree that the romans did depend on slaves but cannot agree about how much. This essay was made to present my point of view, backed with evidence, that the romans heavily relied on slavery both economically and socially.
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