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Yr Iaith ar Daith 2 - Give a critical response to the following question: If the Basque model were to be adopted in Wales what changes would need to be implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector?

The author’s purpose in writing the article is to state the relevance and support to the implementation of the Basque Model (BM) in Spain and France, of teaching the language used. Promoting bilingualism, where another language needs to be brought back into everyday use, for example Welsh in Wales.
Basque is a small country between France and Spain with a dying out language that has a strong need to be resurrected. There is a strong desire to see this language rejuvenated to a more prominent state. Through the thoughts of The Basque Country (TBC) Government they decided the implementation of the Basque language in Spain and France has effectively been brought to life as teachers teach core subjects through the language of Basque. 
TBC Model allows pupils in parts of Spain and France to attend three different types of schools Model A, Model B and Model D, these models represent the amount of Basque language used to teach core subject within the schools, where model A is very little Basque being spoken, Model B where ‘30-40%’ (The Basque Country, 2018) of core subject are taught in Basque and Model D is where core subject are being taught in fluent Basque. As well as speaking their own language, the Government also want to promote the use of Basque as it was a dying language that a very low percentage of people speak.
TBC article has many key points to consider including the lack of pupils attending the Model A school compared to the Model D school where the population of learners attending has increased. The Basque language difference between the Model A and Model D school is significant as attending a Model D school is more effective to the child’s overall education as the school offers a higher education and transferable skills. The article supports this as it states, ‘Basque is more prominent and language transfer thus more successful within a Model D school.’ (The Basque Country, 2018) 
However, to ensure the BM was implemented correctly in parts of Spain and France it was ensured that teachers and training practitioners are given the resources in the class they need to enable them to develop their skill in becoming fluent Basque speakers. As the article states that, ‘Teachers could be released on full pay for a period of up to three years. Though this is generally no longer the case, teachers are still able to attend three to four-week Basque refresher courses offered by IRALE.’ (The Basque Country, 2018) Teachers have been given this support by the IRALE to professionally develop skills to ensure everyone has been given the same opportunities to learn Basque to enable them to provide the same learning experiences to their learners, giving teachers the skills to promote their fluency and Basque language competence within their classroom.
Supporting the article, the Language Policy stated that, there are low numbers of teachers that are efficient in a language that has newly been introduced to them and to the education system as this is a huge problem around the world. ‘There are basically two routes to overcoming that shortage: 
• hiring new teachers competent in the language; or 
• retraining teachers presently in the employment of the educational system in question (via literacy and second language learning, depending on the individual’s previous knowledge of the newly introduced language or lack of it). There is no scientific route to establishing suitable linguistic objectives for teachers.’ (Language Policy for Basque in Education, 2002, p.19) 
Implementing the BM in Wales could have many challenges that we could be faced with as practitioners, as there are many elements and areas that need to be looked at and developed to enable this strategy to be effective in all schools. 
[bookmark: _Hlk534216283]Considering Welsh is not spoken commonly across the whole of Wales, this means there needs to be a huge factor of promoting the importance of all teachers and trainee teachers to learn fluent Welsh to enable them to carry on their teaching practices. However, looking at the Well being goals it states in one of the seven that children need, ‘A Vibrant Culture & Thriving Welsh Language – ‘A society that promotes and protects culture, heritage and the Welsh language’ (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2019)
The writer believes from their own experiences in their PTE practices, that every teacher has the potential skills to learn the second language fluently. Given that they have been provided with the appropriate support to be confident bilingual speakers, to teach and encourage their learners to gain the same enthusiasm to learn the language of where they are from. 
In comparison to TBC in Wales, we have the Sabbatical scheme this is a scheme implemented to increase the number of bilingual teachers and teaching assistants in Wales. The support to increase the Welsh language has been put as a priority for teaching in Wales, as ‘£3.13m was announced last year to support the expansion of the Welsh language that Sabbatical Scheme offered teachers in Wales to improve their fluency in the Welsh Language.’ (Welsh Government, 2018) 
[bookmark: _Hlk534533144]Furthermore, the Donaldson report “Successful Future” supports the welsh curriculum to the age of 16 and remains important in the future of the education and curriculum in Wales. Implementing Donaldson’s new curriculum has many benefits to future education of many children learning the Welsh Language. (Successful Future, 2015)
The sabbatical scheme is very similar to TBC Model as both schemes are used to promote the use of the second language within schools to teach core subjects. On the other hand, the sabbatical scheme offers classes to support all teachers:

• ‘improve their Welsh-language skills
• acquire knowledge of terminology specific to their subject area; and
• gain awareness and confidence in using Welsh-medium and bilingual methodologies.’ (The Sabbatical Scheme, 2019)
However, as this scheme only offers teacher and trainees the Welsh language course it has not impacted in schools in Wales the same way the BM has impacted schools in Spain and France. To ensure that the Welsh language is effectively implemented in Wales, TBC Model needs to have a greater affect on the schooling and education system in Wales.
The Welsh Government are continually looking at ways of improving the future of teaching the Welsh language, looking at the Welsh culture and the language we speak, as the Welsh Government have brought out new Qualified Teaching Standards to do with practitioner teaching the Welsh language within schools and how we can do this in the most effective way. (Welsh Government, 2017)
The author believes there are many challenges that we may be faced by as practitioners when implementing the Basque model in Wales as every teacher must be fluent Welsh and must have a good understanding in how to promote the use of Welsh in the classroom using it to teach core subjects using appropriate teaching strategies. To enable the BM to be implemented successfully within Wales extensive training would be required. 
Overall, the author has reflected on TBC article and believes it is very efficient and effective in Spain and France ensuring the learners are gain the most they can from the educational experience creating ‘Independent speakers, equipped with strategies to enable them to communicate in the new language.’ (The Basque Country, 2018)
Promoting this can have many positive effects on the children’s education in Wales. Supporting TBC article, the BBC News states that, ‘The Basque education system has educated many highly-qualified students with a range of skills such as a strong sense of identity and ambition, high conflict resolution skills and a greater competitive need than other European students.’ (BBC News, 2016)
The model has many benefits to a child’s education including giving the children the knowledge and understanding to gain transferable skills to support them in a day to day basis outside of education. It enables the children to learn the language and culture in the country they live in, it is essential for them to have transferable skills and languages to be able to take with them and use and develop in their future life to use. 
Other factors may include it taking years to implement the BM in Wales and the cost of Welsh courses for all teachers to ensure all teachers have the understanding and vocabulary they need to carry on their teaching. Regular Welsh classes will also need to be held to update any new Welsh vocabulary. The involvement of parents is essential to supporting children to learn Welsh to ensure they are given the language help at home as well as in the school environment. 
Although, the BM has worked well in Spain and France there is also the chance that it may have its downfalls and not have the same impact in Wales. It all comes down to the changes we can make as practitioners to work together with other schools, educational programs and Government to promote the Welsh language ensuring we make the most of the sabbatical scheme for it to be effective in our schools. 
The Estyn report supports and shows their commitment to the improvement of Welsh and bilingual education in both English-medium and Welsh-medium schools in Wales stating, ‘The publication of the Welsh Assembly Government’s Welsh-medium Education Strategy (April 2010) reaffirms its commitment to improving the quality of Welsh-medium and bilingual provision. The Strategy also sets a direction for improving how Welsh is taught, in particular Welsh second language. It sets an expectation that all maintained education providers, not just those delivering Welsh-medium or bilingual provision should move forward on the improvement agenda.’ (Estyn, 2013)
In conclusion, provided not all the teachers were confident and fluent in the Basque language there has been a huge amount of support from many outside partnerships to ensure all teacher and schools have been given the opportunities to develop their second language to become bilingual speakers and writers, to help and support their learners in educating them pushing their skills to become confident bilingual learners. Implement this scheme in Wales could have a positive effect on the children education providing them with skills that they need to enable them to be pushed to their full potential. Ensuring that the Welsh language is being revived in all English-medium schools in Wales using the appropriate strategies to ensure the learners are gaining a high understanding in oral and written language to use the correct terminology and language appropriately. Learning the importance of being educated about where they live and come from, to speak their true language. As the BBC states, ‘education is the key to keeping our culture.’ (BBC News, 2016)
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