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[bookmark: _Toc24923958]1.Introduction 
[bookmark: _Hlk24725321]This Dissertation aims to overall discuss the topic area of the degree to which UK based music festivals can be described as environmentally sustainable and friendly. “Music festival inevitably entail environmental impacts” (Stone. C (2009)).	
[bookmark: _Toc24923959]1.1Creamields
“Since its inception in 1998, the UK edition of Creamfields is now one of the biggest electronic music events in the world. Taking place at the end of August, the festival attracts the biggest names in dance music, including Swedish House Mafia, Calvin Harris” (Live Nation Entertainment (2019)).  
[bookmark: _Toc24923960]1.2 Green Man
"Green Man is an independent art, science and music festival held annually in mid-August in the Brecon Beacons, Wales, since 2003. It is the largest contemporary music and arts festival in Wales, attracting around 20,000 people each year, and has been given major event status by the Welsh Government" (Local Government Association (2019)).

[bookmark: _Toc24923961]1.3 Background and Literature Review
Many studies are looking at the economic effects from music festivals, "More recently, however, academic studies have broadened their focus to consider environmental outcomes" (Mair & Whitford, (2013)). "Recreational events gather large numbers of people in concentrated areas for brief periods. Effects of these events extend far beyond their spatial and temporal boundaries; a music festival is one such event" (Brooks, et.al (2007)). Although the article is relatively out of date, the same will still apply to modern-day festivals, especially due to the increasing demand in the event/festival market. “Britain - Europe's largest market - has grown 8% over the last year and is worth an estimated pounds 743m, with music festival attendance increasing by more” (Music week (2007)), adding to the relevance of the need, to investigate the environmental practises in place. 
[bookmark: _Hlk24722621]A variety of literature highlights the fact that large scale festivals are a platform to increase environmental awareness. “The gigantic number of festivalgoers represents a powerful platform to spread a green message” (PETERS, M (2008)). However, this does not necessarily mean that these festivals are applying a positive message to ‘spread’, or even attempting to. Brennan (2019) overall discusses the environmental benefits from music festivals, “some festivals, particularly large outdoor music festivals, are leading in greening their events”. The article also addresses the environmental platform point made by PETERS, M (2008), how events might be a “vehicle for promoting sustainable behaviour”. BBC News as well as highlighting the effects of transport makes note of the damage to the environment from waste. “Roughly 23,500 tonnes of waste are produced annually at UK music festivals” (BBC NEWS (2018)). Although many festivals will have recycling efforts in place, the article goes on to highlight “ around a third is recycled, while the rest goes into landfill”. 
In contrast, a large amount of literature examines the sheer size of negative environmental impacts music festivals entail. Researchers describe ‘Transport’ as being a large contributing factor of environmental damage.  “Travelling to and from music festivals had environmental impacts” (Stone. C (2009)). However, the article does highlight the attempt made by Glastonbury in suggesting car sharing as a method to deal with emissions. This being said, the article goes on to list other contributing factors to environmental damage, “Further factors include congestion, noise pollution and the carbon footprint and the emissions associated with the setting up, running and taken down of the event”. 
[bookmark: _Toc24923962]1.4 Rationale
In today’s age with so much pressure on being environmentally sustainable and overall tackling the growing problem of climate change, this research has never been more apparent. “The scientific community is united in the view, informed by a body of evidence amassed over more than 50 years, that climate change caused by human activity poses a considerable threat to life on Earth” (Hodson.R (2017)).  This general belief makes it vital that businesses like Music festivals in particular, that has been criticised for their carbon footprints, produce overall sustainable solutions. 
With the Uk, in particular, being a historically large westernised nation, who will inevitably contribute to climate change heavily, there is an evident need to examine UK businesses like music festivals. However, the Uk is a nation that has made promises to tackle climate change. “Greenhouse gas emissions in the UK will be cut to almost zero by 2050, under the terms of a new government plan to tackle climate change” (BBC News (2019)). Meaning companies like music festivals in the UK are inclined to contribute.
[bookmark: _Toc24923963]1.5 Aims and Objectives
This study aims to critically analyse the degree to which UK music festivals can be seen as environmentally sustainable and friendly. Three objectives have been constructed from the research overall aim.  
1. To critically analyse previous academic literature on UK music festivals and the environmental practises they have in place

2. To conduct primary research in the form of a focus group of samples with personal festival experience, and to form a questionnaire that will be completed with my chosen two case studies’ representatives. 

3. To synthesise extant literature and primary research to make recommendations for UK music festivals in becoming more environmentally sustainable and friendly

[bookmark: _Toc24923964]2 Research Methodology 
Research can be defined as a ‘systematic investigation, including research development, testing, and evaluation, designed to develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge’ (Wipke-Tevis, Deidre D (2001)).  Due to the sheer broadness and importance of research methodology, it is important to conduct it in a strategic manner, "The planning and designing stage of research is most important" (Sahay, A., (2016)). 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk24849314]Figure 1- ‘The Research Onion’ Source- (Saunder, et al 2016).
As displayed in 'figure 1' The research onion outlines 'layers' of research that outline different sections of research that have to be taken into consideration for the researcher (Saunder, et al 2016).  The onion can be described as ‘’ crucial to the development of an appropriate research design which is coherent with the objectives and the research questions” (Sahay, A., (2016)). This dissertation has considered various stages of the model to plan a sustainable methodology.


[bookmark: _Toc24923965]2.1Philosophy 
Researchers argue there are two main philosophies to address when conducting and planning research, 'Positivism' and 'interpretivism'. "Positivism resulted from foundationalism and empiricism; positivists value objectivity and proving or disproving hypotheses. Interpretivism is in direct opposition to positivism; it originated from principles developed by Kant and values subjectivity" (RYAN, G., (2018)). A mixed methodology (Pragmatism) of the use of both ‘Positivism’ and ‘interpretivism’ will be used in this study, due to the need to explore Quantitative and Qualitative Methods in the planned primary research. 
[bookmark: _Toc24923966]2.2 Research Approach
“Deduction entails moving from the general to the particular, as in starting from a theory, deriving hypotheses from it, testing those hypotheses, and revising the theory” (Locke, 2007; Nola and Sankey, 2007). “Induction, on the other hand, involves moving from the particular to the general, as when making empirical observations about some phenomenon of interest and forming concepts and theories based on them” (Locke, 2007). In this investigation, the theory will be drawn from the research into the topic, resulting in an Inductive approach being used. 
[bookmark: _Toc24923967]2.3 Research Strategy 
Saunders, et al., (2016) describes research strategy as to how the researcher intends to carry out the research and by what means in terms of the tools and techniques are utilised to facilitate this process. This research will be aiming to make use of two case studies of UK music festivals previously mentioned, this will assist in tackling the overall aim of investigating if UK music festivals cane be labelled as ‘environmentally friendly’. According to  Gerring, J., 2004, a case study can be defined as an intensive study of a single unit to generalize across a larger set of units.  This will allow the findings from the case studies to be generalised to the UK festival market in general and aid in the answering of the overall research aim. 
In particular, this research has targeted two contrasting festivals in terms of size and many altering factors, allowing a 'cross-case study analysis'. "Cross-case analysis enables case study researchers to delineate the combination of factors that may have contributed to the outcomes of the case" (Khan, S. and VanWynsberghe, R., (2008)).
[bookmark: _Toc24923968]2.4 Sample and Data collection methods 
“Due to constraints such as those associated time and costs, and the fact that most populations are impractical in terms of their size, most researchers seek to conduct their research on a sample population (Saunders, et al., (2016)).  This research will make use of ‘connivance’ sampling in its attempt to gain primary research (Objective 2), from a convenient set of samples for the focus group.  Convenience sampling can be defined as Convenience sampling (also known as Haphazard Sampling or Accidental Sampling) is a type of nonprobability or non-random sampling were members of the target population that meet certain practical criteria, such as easy accessibility (Etikan, I., et al. (2016)).  This will allow researcher ease of ignoring limitations of inconvenience associated with alternative sampling strategies. 
In contrast, regarding the use of two differing case studies for the second half of this investigation primary research, 'stratified' sampling will be used. “A statistically representative sample often gives a few variations. Thus, one could say that the technique presented is a kind of statistically nonrepresentative stratified sampling useful in qualitative studies"  (Trost, J.E., (1986)). Predicted variations of data responses from the case studies' interview feedback, will allow a greater understanding of the contrasting views that has been noted in the literature of researchers. A proposed interview with each case studies’ representatives will be formed of set questions aiming to achieve feedback that will assist in concluding the overall research aim. 
[bookmark: _Toc24923969]2.5 Validity/Reliability Consideration
It is important to note, the use of varying Methodology philosophies, approaches, strategies, sampling and data collection methods assures a more generalised valid set of results. By applying the correct methodologies, the research will avoid the possibilities of error and biased approaches. "Both reliability and validity are of significant importance to the process and subsequent outcomes of research" (Kirk & Miller, (1986)).
[bookmark: _Toc24923970]2.6 Data Analysis
Data analysis is an important step in seeing if the research questions can be answered (Blaikie, N., (2003)). This research is comprised of a mixed methodology of Quantitative and Qualitative data responses from research. So, a varying approach to data analysis will have to be adopted to criticise and analyse the data sufficiently. 
[bookmark: _Toc24923971]2.7.1 Quantitative Data Analysis 
Quantitative data is in numerical form (Collis & Hussey, (2009)). Numerical data will be drawn especially from the focus groups' questionnaire. One statistical data analysis method that will be used is SPSS. “SPSS application aims to provide convenience and acceleration in the process of completion research”  (Echo Perdana Kusumah (2018)).
[bookmark: _Toc24923972]2.7.2 Qualitative Data Analysis 
Qualitative data is non-numerical and refers to the meanings, concepts, definitions, characteristics, metaphors, symbols, and description of things (Mihas, P., (2019)).  Through the use of transcripts from the focus group, the main ideas can be drawn from the data. The analysis of qualitative data usually involves the selection of quotes to support the presentation of the findings (Mihas, P., (2019)). 
[bookmark: _Toc24923973]2.8 Limitations and Ethical  consideration 
This research will be hindered to a degree due to common limitations including budget and lack of extensive time. One limitation that may arise in this research is the inability to conduct primary research with the case studies due to availability, affecting the amount of overall qualitative data. However, the researcher will plan appropriately regarding the time of conducting all stages of research and the overall investigation. 
Overall, the minimum ethical risks will be associated with this research. This is primarily down to use of an ethical form attached to this proposal, including guidelines on sample interaction. As well as this, all data responses will be under strict confidentiality. 

[bookmark: _Toc24923974]3 Recourses and Planning 
[bookmark: _Toc24923975]3.1 Recourses
The researcher will make use of any University resources that are available to aid in the conduction of this research, including the use of the online library to conduct secondary research through a literature review. University applications and software will be used, such as 'SPSS' to help construct the analysis of Quantitative data responses. 
[bookmark: _Toc24923976]3.2 Planning
One planning technique that can be used thought this research is a ‘Gantt Chart’. A Gantt chart is a popular type of bar chart that illustrates a project schedule (Maylor, H., (2001)). While a Gantt chart can be useful to cope with some of the "complicatedness" of projects and embraces the importance of time and timing, it is based on principles that are not valid to all project (Maylor, H., (2001)) It is important to consider if this project is suitable. 
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