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“My Body Was Altered Without My Consent” (Gangoli et al., 2018).
We are Bawso.  Established in 1995, we are a registered charity, whose aim is to ‘advocate for, and deliver specialist services to, black and minoritized victims of abuse, violence, and exploitation in Wales’ Bawso, (2022, no page).  We are committed to tackling violence against women and girls in the form of female genital mutilation (FGM); a practice which has been recognised in UK law as a serious crime (Female Genital Mutilation Act, 2003; Serious Crime Act, 2015; Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015) and carries a sentence of up to 14 years when a perpetrator of FGM is convicted (CPS, 2023, no page).  We recognise that FGM is not only an act of violence towards women but is also child abuse (NSPCC, 2021, no page; Children Act, 2019, no page). FGM refers to any procedure which inflicts injury to female genitalia and/or genital organs, for any non-medical reason (Kaplan et al., 2011, p. 1; CPS, 2023, no page). We work with women and girls to seek justice for this truly awful crime perpetrated against them by ensuring their safety through refuge, their anonymity, and supporting them through the legal process (Bawso, 2022a, no page).  Not only do we work with statutory agencies like the Police, the NHS, and social workers, but we also provide them with training to better understand FGM, cultural diversity, and violence against women and girls, with a view to facilitating improvements to those services (Bawso, 2022b, no page).  We understand there are complex issues why women and girls may not come forward to report FGM (Gangoli et al., 2018, p. 254; Gaffney-Rhys, 2017, p. 10; Wardere, 2016, pp. 132 – 133) and this has guided us to implement our Community Advocacy Services (Bawso, 2022a, no page).   We have endeavoured to take a preventative approach to all forms of violence against vulnerable women and girls, including FGM, who may find themselves isolated within their communities (Bawso, 2023, p. 8).  In addition, we have worked with Cardiff Women’s Aid and Llamau on a community-based project through which we have collectively provided support to 415 women, between 2021 and 2022 (Bawso, 2023, p. 4).   It may not be widely known that FGM is such a prevalent issue in Britain today (Wardere, 2016, p. 189).  Even with laws protecting women and girls, as far back as 2011, as many as twenty-one women out of every 1000 living in London, were victims of FGM (Wardere, 2016, p. 189).  Wales is an increasingly diverse population (ONS, 2022, no page), and women and girls who were born in countries where FGM is practised are increasingly migrating to both England and Wales (Macfarlane and Dorkenoo, 2015, p. 5).  When these migrant communities come into contact with health, advocacy, and outreach services here, perceptions towards FGM do change (Macfarlane and Dorkenoo, 2015, p. 29; Johnsdotter, 2018, p. 22).  Evidence shows that women who have themselves undergone FGM are not supportive of the practice and do not wish it for their own daughters or female family members (Gangoli et al., 2018, p. 251). In our mission to take further preventative measures, in conjunction with the Welsh Government, we operate a Wales in Africa project (Bawso, 2022c, no page). Our outreach work allows communities to understand the harms inflicted on women and girls through all forms of violence, FGM included (Bawso, 2022c, no page).  One participant in a community project in England (Forward, 2017, p.25) stated: 
People’s beliefs on FGM are changing but we still have to continue working here and back home to end the practice.  More women and men should be trained so that they can join and keep working on the campaign to stop FGM.
We agree, we still have work to do as the possibility remains that women and girls affected by FGM reside in every area of England and Wales (Macfarlane and Dorkenoo, 2015, p. 6).  The United Nations has issued a target to eliminate all harmful practices against women and girls, including FGM, by 2030 (United Nations, no date, no page).  Every February 6th marks ‘The International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)’ (World Health Organization, 2023, no page). This year, we will be holding an event to mark the day at our Bawso office in Newport (Bawso, 2024, no page). Our event in 2023, held in Cardiff, shone a light on the enormous benefit of community-led advocacy and activism in bringing together survivors, leaders from the community and our campaigners (Bawso, 2023a, no page). This year we will be addressing the crucial role men can play in eradicating FGM (Bawso, 2024a, no page).  In order to fulfil the requirements of the legislation (Female Genital Mutilation Act, 2003) our advocacy work will continue to work with communities, survivors and all relevant authorities (Bawso, 2022d, no page).  As one woman said (Gangoli, et al., 2018, p. 257):
That’s why we need the community raising awareness. […] Not just the professional sitting in a big room talking about FGM. We need to take it outside, to the community areas, like parks, we talk about it. Some people don’t know it is illegal in this country. Because they don’t know what is FGM. [We need to explain] it to them the way they are calling it, in their own language, or in their own country. When you educate one woman properly in the community with strong awareness, then that woman will educate ten or fifteen in that same community.
You can follow and support our work at www.bawso.org.uk and you can also find us on Facebook (facebook.com/Bawso), X, formerly Twitter (twitter.com/BAWSO), LinkedIn (linkedin.com/company/bawso-ltd/about/), and Instagram (instagram.com/bawso).
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