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[bookmark: _Toc21787192]Executive Summary
The aim of this report was to investigate whether or not the voting age should be lowered to 16. Research was conducted to find out the different views of politicians and the public. Overall, there are many people for and against lowering the voting age and it will always be a topic of question in parliament until they vote on the subject. The report concludes that at the moment the majority of politicians in parliament and public members are against the lowering the voting age. It is recommended that the public take a new vote to see if their views have changed on the matter and if getting new voters to vote in elections is the agenda, it is recommended that focusing on people that are too busy or don’t care about voting would be more effective. 
[bookmark: _Toc21787193]Introduction
The UK voting age has been lowered once before. It gives all adults the chance to vote for their future. There has been a great increase in talk about lowering the voting age to 16 recently due to Brexit and climate change. There has been an argument that the voting age should be lowered because young people want to have a say in their futures, but there has also been argument that 16-year olds are too young and don’t understand politics. This report will discuss research into politician and public member attitudes towards lowering the voting age to 16.

 


[bookmark: _Toc21787194]Main Findings
The voting age is currently 18 set by Harold Wilson’s Labour government in 1969. The idea to lower the voting age to 16 was rejected by parliament in 1999 and 2005. In 2014, Scotland granted a vote to 16-year olds in their independence referendum. This and the age gap between remain and leave voters in the European referendum in 2016 has made lowering the voting age an agenda again. Stephenson (2019) was a useful source of information.
[bookmark: _Toc21787195]What Political Parties Think
All opposition parties in parliament are for lowering the voting age to 16. At 16 you can pay tax, get married and join the army, but you cannot vote or have a say in your future (Corbyn, 2017).
Conservatives are against lowering the voting age and insists on keeping it at 18 where you are an adult and full citizenship rights are obtained (Stephenson (2019). Lidington (2018, quoted in Simons, 2018) suggests under 18s lack “sufficient maturity and responsibility”. 
[bookmark: _Toc21787196][image: ]What The Public Think
[image: ]In 2013 a poll was provided to the public to find out what they think about lowering the voting age to 16. The public was against lowering the voting age to 16. This can be clearly demonstrated in a table (Dahlgreen,2013). 
In 2018 a new poll was introduced to the public to find out what they think about lowering the voting age to 16. The public was still opposed but the wording of the question had an impact on the vote which can be seen in the graph (Greenwood and Yaxley, 2018). 

[bookmark: _Toc21787197]What the Impact Would Be
There are 88 out of 650 constituencies where 16-year olds outnumber the majority held by sitting MPs. 34 are held by the conservatives who are the most vulnerable to losing seats based on the idea that young people are most likely to vote for Labour. Labour would become the largest party (Office for National Statistics, 2017).
Young people have the lowest levels of turnout at general elections with 18-19-year olds being the least likely to vote at the 2017 general election (Curtis, 2017).
A major European country to lower the voting age to 16 was Austria in 2007. Kritzinger cited in Pleschberger that the political landscape hasn’t changed, however, there has been more political education creating habitual voters (Pleschberger, 2018). There has been a similar case in Scotland where young people have become more interested in politics due to more political education in schools, meaning younger people in Scotland are more likely to vote in future elections (Eichhorn, 2015, p. 22-23).
According to the National Assembly of Wales (2019) a public consultation in Wales was taken place and a new bill was created called The Senedd and Elections bill which will lower the voting age to 16. The consultation showed that 59% of the people that took part voted to lower the voting age. The Llywydd of the National Assembly of Wales, Elin Jones AM, says “votes at 16 will give young people a stronger voice in the future of our nation” (National Assembly of Wales,2019). If this bill is passed Wales will have more voters and it gives 16-year olds the chance to vote. 
Climate change has recently been an issue in the media with younger people protesting their right to vote for their future. It is said that future generations will be economically worse off in the future facing environmental damage (Beament et al, 2019). Luke Murphy, head of IPPR’s environmental justice commissions explains that political leaders and policy makers need to act to protect younger people by giving them legal recognition to their rights and by giving them a voice in the political system (Beament et al, 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc21787198]Conclusions
Lowering the voting age is clearly a problem with the public and the government party that is in charge of parliament, the Conservatives. This report highlights the concerns of politicians and the public for lowering the voting age to 16. The fact that the majority of politicians and public members are against lowering the voting age to 16 suggests that it should remain 18. 
[bookmark: _Toc21787199]Recommendations
It is recommended that Parliament should focus more on the people that don’t vote such as those that are too busy or don’t care about voting. This may be an alternative to increase voters in elections than getting 16-year olds to vote. It is recommended that a vote should also be held again to see what the public think about lowering the voting age. Finally, the question to lower the voting age to 16 should be clearly communicated to the public so they understand everything that would happen if the voting age was lowered.
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