



As written in (citizens information) a jury is made up of twelve different members of the general public. As stated in (article 6(1) of European Convention on Human Rights,2022), it is said that juries should be selected at random in accordance with The Juries Act 1974. 
This act is in place to help identify the different classes of people who are ineligible or disqualified from sitting on a jury, it should be noted that this is act is also in accordance with the Criminal Justice Act 2003, this is as sections of The Juries Act 1974 have been repealed by this act.
 It is stated on (GOV. UK), that jury service works by your name being chosen randomly off an electoral register, following this you will receive a letter in the post which you are required to respond to within a week to let them know whether you can attend. Jury service can usually last up to ten days. You will usually be informed if it is to be less. According to (courtroomadvice.co.uk) failure to attend jury duty could land you with a fine or other serious charges if you do not tell them as to why you cannot attend. According to (Gov.uk) if you have a disability or serious illness that may prevent you from attending jury service you may as for the date to be changed be excused.
To sit on a jury there are a few requirements you must meet. As written in (Commonslibrary.parliament.uk), you need to be under the age of 76 but you must at be at least 18 years old. They ensure that you have to have lived in the United Kingdom, Isle of Man or the Channel Islands for at least five years from the age of 13. You also must be registered to vote in the UK. The guid for eligibility for jury service is governed by the Juries Act 1974. 
There are a few reasons you can be excused from jury duty and according to (gov.uk) you can be excused from jury duty if you are a full-time carer for someone with a disability or illness, if you are a new parent and are unable to serve another time in the next year. You can also be excused for illness or a disability. According to gov.uk you are also able to change the date or be excused from jury duty if you are for example, unable to get time off from your employer, you have a holiday booked or even sitting an exam.
 According to (inbrief.co.uk) a person can be disqualified from jury service for the following reasons, if you are sentenced to life imprisonment or detention for public protection, if your term of imprisonment is longer than five years, you are also unable to serve as a jury member for ten years if in the last ten years you have received a suspended prison sentence or if you are currently on bail. Other reasons you cannot sit on a jury is if you have lack of capacity as to which you are unable to understand the relevant information given to make a decision or are even able to retain the information to make a decision. You are also unable to sit on a jury if you have a mental disorder, for example if you are subject to being detained under the Mental Health Act 1983.  
The role of a jury in the UK according to (citizens information) a jury is charged with the authority to decide, using the information and facts of the case weather the defendant is guilty of the charge in which they stand against. It is important to remember that the jury does not depict the law, the judge is there to advise the jury in regard to legal matters
Social media can have a huge influence on jurors. According to (BBC news), jurors on more high-profile cases are able to see and look at internet reports on their case meanwhile jurors who are involved on lower profile cases looked and but are able to  see less reports on the case they were involved in. Meanwhile at the start of the case jurors are told not to look for information on social media as to avoid reading information online on people’s opinions on said cases.
 According to (the conversation) finding a jury before the digital age was much easier than it is now, before jurors were told not to talk to anybody else about the case they were participating in and to avoid things such as newspapers or the television and even things like the radio so that they can attempt to remain unbiased. Also, according to (the conversation) they feel that jurors now struggle to stay off technology for a matter of ours and they would struggle to do it for an entire week, as many tend to share a lot of their day to day lives on social media as it happens. According to (eachother.org) they believe that social media when used is used by jurors it can potentially cause damage to the case, for example if they were to see something that has not been heart in court as of, yet it can then sway them meaning 
If they can be swayed by social media. They feel the biggest risk to a case is when jurors search the internet for information regarding the defendant.
 According to (nelson, 2014) it’s hard for people in the courtroom to try and ignore the celebrity status. A juror can say that they will in fact remain unbiased by the persons status when truthfully, they aren’t able to, this means that in bigger cases involving celebrities’ close attention is also paid toward the jury to avoid a bias when making decisions. Media bias has also become a huge issue is trials especially in the case of Depp V Heard. This was televised by the media and publicised hugely because of their statuses according to (Labonnayo 2022). According to gov.uk jurors are asked by the judge themselves to reach a verdict which is unanimous, this meaning they must agree if the accused is ‘not guilty’ or ‘guilty’. If they are unable to make a decision after discussing all the evidence and making sure they consider it all the judge can allow a majority to be reached, this means a verdict of 10 jurors. According to (defence barrister), a jury who cannot reach a decision is known as what they like to call a hung jury. If they decide to go home overnight the jury are encouraged not to speak to anybody about the case, they are also encouraged not to speak to each other during this time unless they are all in the room together, this is because to reach a verdict must be a decision that all of them have made together. If they cannot reach an agreement the whole jury will likely be discharged under these circumstances. Although this being said a jury should not be place under any pressure to rush their decision. 

 

In conclusion to this a jury cannot remain completely unbiased due to many reasons, for example trail by media is a big issue as premature publicity can be damaging to the defendant and this attention could reflect them in a bad light.
 As written by (Taylor, 2019) social media makes it so much easier for people to access all kinds of information and other people’s opinions which are associated with the ongoing case in which they are involved with.
 As stated by (Sanchez) while media isn’t terrible it creates an image that the world in which we live in is an unsafe place to be, we often don’t hear about when things are getting better and only when they are getting worse. Social media can also shine defendants in a bad light compromising people’s opinion about them, meaning that they see them in a bad or negative way. Jurors can try and avoid being bias be trying to remain open and aware and trying to avoid the traps set by things such as social media thus ignoring the opinions of others and focusing on the facts and trying to block out the bias shown in the media.
As stated in (Love, S, 2020) a trial that is jury based is part of some of the single most important parts of the justice system, you have the right to be tried by those who are your equals if you have been accused of a criminal offence. Some can view trial by jury as ‘outdate’ but as stated by (belawyer, 2013) an alternative to a jury of peers could be a professional jury which consists only of people who have professional training for them to be able to serve on juries, this meaning they have a more adequate understanding of the different legal concepts raised during these trails. They should be able to understand and answer questions so that they are able to determine the defendant’s guilt or innocence during their trial.
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