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Safeguarding in children
Safeguarding is an act to guard children from any kind of harm, abuse, maltreatment and neglect, as well as, ensuring they are being well looked after in an appropriate environment valuable for their overall wellbeing and development. Additionally, administering effective care under the vigorous supervision to enable them to acquire high quality of life and become a potent individual (UK Government, 2008). Increase in the crime rate against children in the form of abuse and neglect has compelled the ministry to take serious actions throughout the history. The objective behind the issuance of statutory guidance of safeguarding children is to influence more people, interacting with children whether they belong to healthcare setup or they may be individuals and professionals working in organization dealing with children, and teachers and heads in educational institutes, to work together in safeguarding children (UK government, 2018). High profile child abuse cases involving death of Victoria Climbie (2000), Peter Connelly (2007), Daniel Pelka (2012) and many others similar to them have led the government to regulate the laws and policies previously made in order to strengthen the role of local authorities, social services departments and organizations working for the welfare of children.
Failure in fulfilling child’s basic requirements of life including food, shelter, health-care, financial and emotional needs is referred to as negligence in childcare. According the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW), in 2019 more than 25,000 cases referred to child protection plans (CPPs) were of neglected children whereas ratio of children been emotionally, physically and sexually assaulted reported was also exceedingly high, as recorded by ONS (Office for National Statistics, 2021). From the information gathered from the case study of family B, the adolescent boy was found under the supervision of local authorities who had been separated from his family and was without anywhere to live. It was obvious that he was not doing so well under their care either therefore was referred by Youth Offending Team. In addition to that school related issues, housing and behavioral issues were also residing in the boy’s family. Youth offending team (YOT) intended to safeguard the young boy who might have gotten himself into trouble with the law, and to prevent him from committing serious crimes. Analyzing the background of the boy’s family and the places where he had spent his time the most such as home, school, clubs etc., gave them better idea of the circumstances that were causing vulnerability of the boy, hence focused on working on them instead. This is known as contextual safeguarding, it helps to identify the places where the vulnerable individuals have their close links to and targeting such places would help to understand their needs in a better way and making those places safer for them to visit (NSPCC Child Protection in Sport Unit, 2021).
According to the legal frameworks of working together to safeguard children, it is everyone’s responsibility to protect and make an inquiry for children and young people who are suffering or are suspected to suffer from significant harm (HM Government, 2018). It is important to take initiatives as early as possible for safety and promotion of welfare of the children. Abuse in any form leads to poor mental health and could be related to the way of turning an abused into an abuser himself/herself later in life. As far as most of the England policies concern the safety of children in every aspect, there has still been seen a remarkable increase in the cases of child’s sexual abuse in the recent years (BoltBurdonKemp, 2021).  Many examples are as well present in the past relating to the children being exploited, abducted, manipulated, enticed and deceived by the people they already knew and trusted the most. Failure of local authorities to abide by the laws and weak policies were mainly the reason behind the continual happening of these cases in the past. However, strong modification in these policies, with every high profile case been surfacing throughout the history, has controlled the abuse against children to certain extent.
In UK, it is illegal to entice children or people under the age of eighteen to engage in sexual activity, whether it may be through arranged meeting in person or through online grooming. To prevent this heinous crime and many others against children, the Children Act 1989, had published series of action plans in favor of children’s protection. According to Lord Chancellor, “This Act (1989) is the most comprehensive and far-reaching reform of child law which has come before parliament in living memory" (Andy Elvin, 2019).  Section 47 of this Act states, that immediate investigation must take place if the child has been suspected to be treated poorly. So much so this Act has aimed to strengthen the protection of children while taking account of their consent on the decisions made on their upbringing. With the joint effort of parents and local authorities additional needs of the child must be fulfilled (the Children Act, 1989). Besides existence of this law, in 2000, heart wrenching incident occurred, where an eight year old Victoria Climbie, had been tortured and murdered by her guardians. The episode raised an issue on inequity between children belonging to different cultures and races coming in the way on provision of same rights and protection to children (Harding, L., 2021). In 2002, Lord Laming reviewed the case of Victoria and encapsulated some important drawbacks demonstrating disjointed services being exercised between professionals and organizations, in his report, which brought into existence the initiative led by government in the name of ‘Every Child Matters (2003)’. Amalgamation of healthcare, education, social care service sector took place and formulation of multidisciplinary team was brought up in order to cater instant care or protection for the children in need (Ken Reid, 2005).  
Major changes in protection policies took place to improve five potential outcomes (SHEEP) of every child regardless of their race and culture (David Batty, 2009). SHEEP is an abbreviation of, every child must be provided with safety and good health, must enjoy life, and become economically potent while contributing positively to the community. The recommendations made by Lord Laming, resulted in creation of latest programs for tracking records and prompt reporting system of child abuse incidences and made the organizations to work in a multidisciplinary manner to reduce the rate of child abuse or neglect (Lord Laming, 2003). Under the Child Protection Act, the state is held responsible for the protection of the children whose parents are not willing to provide them protection and those without parents. In addition to this, the law enforced to prohibit the person to be appointed supervision of children who was having criminal record on violence in the past. The emergence of these policies on safeguarding children was the result of the elevation in the cases of child sexual abuse occurring in healthcare units, in their residences and educational institutes (Bingham, A., et al., 2016). Through this Act, it was made mandatory to report immediately if any individual identifies a child suspected of any kind of abuse or harm (UK Government, 2004). The law imposed duties on the professionals dealing with children to report such incidences and in case they failed to do so on purpose would result in their suspension. Alongside the safeguarding guidelines issued under this Act to prevent the children from being harmed, procurement of rigorous penalties on the suspect was as well laid down. 
In 2004, government revised few guidelines issued in the Children Act 1989. With the new amendments, there was an appointment of a commissioner whose duty was to invent opportunities for welfare of the children and contribute to long-term changes in the system working to secure lives of many children and families (UK government, 2004). Moreover, under the section 11, the law enforced arrangement of temporary accommodation for homeless young people with proper healthcare and education facilities by local authorities.   It is genuinely seen that implementation and enforcement of law doesn’t happen right away, it takes centuries to put policies into practice. Therefore in 2016, almost more than 12,000 homeless individuals aged between 16 and 17 had been identified by the local authorities among which most were refugees, young people having trouble with law, asylum seekers and street children (EHR, 2021). However, till now many care leavers (unregistered) are seen missing out opportunities to receive facilitated accommodations by the state hence this could be related to the situation of an adolescent boy belonging to the family B in our case study. 
In 2007, an another serious case occurred where a baby Peter was murdered, at the hands of his mother, and two more people involved in the family, with more than 50 injuries found on his body (the Guardian, 2021). From the inquiry made on the case it was revealed that despite regular visits being paid by social workers, health professional and police in the last eight months of the baby’s life, he had to give his life at the hands of cruelty. If the officials would have acted upon early according to the law on the appearance of warning signs, the child’s life could have been saved (BBC, 2019). Therefore, this gave rise to the law on imposing penalties on individuals on failing to report child abuse. 
In 2010, statutory guidelines were issued based on the recommendation given in Lord Laming report, to prevent considerable amount of children from harm. Three partners were appointed Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) including local authorities, police and clinical commissioning groups (CCGs). Their roles and responsibilities were to assess the effectiveness of services provided to the vulnerable families and children, inclusive of provision of safe environment for the children’s development and proactively responding to prevent children from abuse and suffering (HM Government, 2010). Effectiveness in protection plans through statutory guidelines gave rise to efficient system that assigned duties to individuals on every level to act appropriately to safeguard as many children and young people as possible. Following year, in 2011, Professor Eileen Munro published a report on establishing child centered approach to upgrade the system and recommended new practices to improve safeguarding procedures of vulnerable children (Department of Education, 2011). She focused more on to exercise professional judgment to analyze children and families in need. With the presence of robust management and properly trained frontline support, appropriate timely decision could be taken to help unsafe children, young people and families. The report concentrated on to revise statutory guidance relating to the role of multiple agencies to work together effectively while incorporating good practices. Hence, according to Munro, preventative services and early interventions would be beneficial in reducing abuse and neglect. 
Regardless of all the support given to Munro’s suggestions and recognizing her recommendations in future policy making, another incident involving the murder of a four year old Daniel Pelka, took place in  2012. He was said to be beaten to death by his own mother and step-father (Helen Pidd, 2016). The extent of abuse he was enduring, went unnoticed by the professionals including his teachers, his doctor and the police officials who had been visiting his house regularly in response to consistently reported domestic violence. Even one month before his death, a community health worker misinterpreted the cause of his unnatural weight loss and anticipated worms the reason behind it instead of child abuse. Stealing lunchboxes in school and his constantly starved-appearance neither had once signaled the teachers that the boy might be suffering from abuse.  In spite of obvious bruises and injury marks present on his face and body, the professionals dealing with the child observed highly dysfunctional approach to children’s safeguarding issues.
Continuous accession of serious cases led the government to reform present set of legislations into more reliable fragments by investigating the root causes of vulnerability and planning things one step ahead. Children and Families Act, in 2014, brought in policies for the vulnerable children who were suspected to become victim of child abuse. These children either were facing unfavorable circumstances due to their parents getting separated or they were children with special needs. Witnessing family violence deleteriously impacts children’s behavior and psychological health therefore, it was necessary to take into account principals of their safety by involvement of local authorities and social care sectors. Where the Act extended the time of stay of children with special educational needs with their foster parents, changes in the adoption policies took place in order to provide children with safer environment while fulfilling their developmental needs (UK government, 2014). 
Ofsted strategies published in 2018 underpin policies, which guaranteed on protecting the children from maltreatment and taking suitable actions that could favor the best outcomes. Care and support guidance were presented to establish rights of vulnerable adults to live safely and free from abuse. In order to take decisions for their welfare; their consent, views, feelings and beliefs were to be considered at first while recognizing complex interpersonal relationships (Ofsted safeguarding policy, 2021). Ofsted deals with allegation of misconduct toward children and adults and provide training to the staff to fully understand their safeguarding responsibilities, update their knowledge frequently and not to ignore any suspicions concerning an adult or child being at risk. After all is said and done, there is still dire need of improvement and learning on how to protect vulnerable children and adults. The children who had been harmed seriously under the care of their providers, raises the question about the Ofsted practices been exercised then. In depth reviews of the actions taken by officers, contractors and multiple agencies involved must be administered in order to find the loopholes and respond proactively to fill those loopholes.
It was gathered from the interviews that many deputy directors and social workers involved with high profile child cases lost their jobs due to repeatedly missing the signs of abuse and neglect. Most of them were known as best among other professionals in that field. Poor ethics and weak bonding within communities has become prevalent since the past few decades and have given rise to fragmented society with increasing number of isolated families depending more on the state. There must be an improvement to take place in training the staff members and the professionals. Making their placement for extended period of time in various sector so that they can obtain reality based learning which would help them become efficient and would enable them to provide reliable services. Lessons must be learnt from the errors and near misses made in the past to improve practices and making society much safer for the children and families to live in.
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