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Introduction
A shared responsiblity amongst local authorities would be definitely involve Safeguarding children. This is as well as many other professionals like Health professionals , police services , voluntary organisations and education providers. Together these professionals are all expected to work together in order to promote children's welfare. And reduce the risks and protect them from harm(Department for education 2026). In terms of Early help provision safeguarding is one of the key elements which help professionals identify any major concerns as early on as possible to reduce the risk of  the issues escalating into something more serious and coming up with the most suitable  ways around it and providing appropriate support.(DFE,2026). Being able to recognised certain issues earlier on allows professionals to have more of an preventative approach when collaborating with kids , young people and families to improve their current quality of list reducing statutory intervention(Munro,2011).
Local authority websites are expected to provide easy ways for families to acess information in regards to  the Early help Services. Online information is usually what's most relied on in particularly by careers and parents. It allows them to understand what sort of support they are able to get and are entilited to and how things like referral processes is handled. It would be highly expected that all websites are providing user-friendly and acurrate acessible information in order to make families lives easier when it comes to seeking assistance from local authorities if needed. This increases the chances of families seeking support as early as possible before issues become significantly harder to deal with.(Patron,2014).
This report is going to examine how the  early help system Information  through websites of Tower hamlets , Leeds city council  and Southwark Council is Signposted.
It will cover the basis of all principles of Early help and multi_agency  working before being able to critiically look into and evaluate each of the websites effectiveness and accessibility. Also looking into the quality of content on the website. Then being able to compare the weaknesses/strengths  of all authority before being able to recommend any space for change and improvements. Finally being able to identify which website is Providing the most sufficient and effective support for families in need.

The early Help system
The early help system is more or less designed to identify then respond to families, young people and children's cry for help and needs. Ideally this is expected to be done before matters become worse or get to the point where statuoary intervention is then needed. The department of education (DFE, 2026) states that Early help is support that is meant to be provided as soon  as there are any sort of concerns in regard to children's life. This could be from pregnancy all the way down to adolescence. The main focus and aim of the Early health system is to improve the outcome of children's life's by addressing difficulties as early on as possible and being able to significantly reduce  any issues escalating  into any child protection concerns.

The main principle of Early help is that timely intervention can significantly improve the outcome no matter the case. This could be a child's Health , emotion well being , education and overall development(DFE 2026). Early help may be needed for a various amount of reasons from families for example , parental mental health issues ,  domestic abuse , financial hardship , school attendance and substance abuse. I  Instead of only focusing on  safeguarding af5ter the matter Early help intends to prevent and put a stop to issues getting worse. Also  promoting resilience and partnership between families and professional.(Munro ,2011).
The best feature the early help system has is definitely the  Early help assessment.  This enables  all the practioniers to easily pin point and identify all the needs and strengths of a child. Also all the circumstances a child and family may be experiencing while being able to come up with a coordinated plan(DFE 2026). Assessments allows all the children and families involved to be able to actively participate  in any decision making in regards to their lives and moving forward in the best way possible  making sure that the support is tailored specifically to them. Doing this incorporates person-centred approach and allows trust to be built with all that are involved which would be families and professionals. This doesn't only make working a lot better it also increases the likelihood of a more successful and wanted outcome by both families and professionals .
Multi Agencys tend to become involved is when a Team around the family (TAF)approach  could be established. TAF more or less brings together professionals such as teachers , social workers , school nurses and health visitors. This done in order to coordinate support and prevent families from having to constantly go over the same circumstances to different services(DFE 2026). TFA would be expected to have effective communication amongst others and being able to share any information needed between agencies as its essential to make sure of children they are working with are receiving the best possible and constant support. All doing this making sure no duplication of services(HM Government, 2026).
Early help system is designed by serval key legislations and statutory guidance. Under the Children's act 1989  leaves children's welfare at the centre of all decisions that are  deemed to affect them in anyway , then the Children's act 2004 has more of a stronger duty on the agencies to incorporate promoting safeguarding and children's welfare(children's Act 1989;children act 2004). Working Together to safeguard kid children  (DFE 2026) underlines that safeguarding is everyone who is included responsibility . It also pin points how importance of early intervention and the collaboration  of  multi-agency's. All these legal frames help make sure that all early help services are delivered at constant pace  efficiently and effectively in best interest of the families and children being worked with.
Overall the main point of the Early help system is to more or less represent a proactive and collaborative model of support that can also seek prevention of any difficulties escalating further. Being able to spot and identify any risen concerns from an early point , ability to  empower families and also encourage partnership , Early help helps in improving  outcomes for the children and reduces any need of intensive statutory.
Multi-agency working
Multi –agency is when a group of individuals with different professions and from different organisations are able to come together to promote the well fare and safeguard families and children. In terms of the Early Help system this is a fundamental aspect. This is because most families that come to seek assistance experience very complex help and needs that cant be addresses by  just one professional (department for education(DFE)2026).Resources expertise and sharing certain information support agencies being able to coordinate effective support that somewhat improves the outcomes for children's without harm as much as possible.
All professionals that are involved in multi agencys are  Teachers , social workers , school nurses , health visitors , , police officers , GPS ,  Housing services  and  mental health practioniers. All of these listed professionals contribute different knowledge across the board  which will be needed at some point.  They all contribute in order to identify concerns  , developing support plans(Children's Act 2004)and asses any needs.
An example would be if a teacher has concerns about a child's attendance being significantly low. Where as a social workers Concerns may be what are her current living conditions like at home that are preventing her from attending  school regularly. Professionals being able to share information gained appropriately will allow an easier understanding of the children's circumstances and give timely intervention (DFE 2026).
One major strength of a muli- agency would be it provides and promotes holistic , child centred approach. Instead of just focusing on one issue in isolation the professional can think about the child's wellbeing overall and consider their physical? emotional  health as well as education and family environment.(Munro 2011). Multi agency working also reduces duplications of services being provided , improving the overall communication between the agencies allowing families who have seeked assistance to receive  consistent support. Working tofether to safeguard children (2026) guide goes over safeguarding being a responsiblility to everyone in the colloboration and requires effectiveness between the agencies in  order to protect all children who are involved.
Overall the effectiveness of multi agency working is the key to sucess in terms of working within the Early Help system. When different professionals are able to collaborate is gives services users better coordinated responsies and personalised support suited to them. It also prevents more problems from even escalating while being able to support outcomes for the children.
Evolution of Local authority websites
The quality of support that is given and available in terms of the Early help services not only depends on the effectiveness but also on how easy families are able to access and retrieve support and information about the available services. Websites are usually the first place that parents and families seek assistance first to receive the appropriate support. It is incredibly important for the websites providing this information to be as clear as possible  , accessible and comprehensive that states all principles of early interventions outlined in regards to the Working together to safeguard children(DFE,2026).
Tower hamlets council has a webpage that is dedicated to providing clear outlines whilst highlighting the reasoning behind Early help in general. Providing the various types of support that is available to families and how they are able to get this help in terms of the services they offer. It also goes through why Early help aims to stop any difficulties being had by escalating by providing details of the local family community services available and offering support as early on as possible. Some of the information is spread on various webpages which could lead to confusion when services users are attempting to navigate it through so many links before being able to find the specific information they are look for. This could increase the number of families getting delayed in terms them trying to seek the most appropriate support and accessibility.
Southwark Council Early promotes straightforward insight in a helpful family-friendly format. It specifically explains who can get Early help with the support that is being offered giving them clear ways to get in touch with them easily. The contact are details are displayed very clearly and all information needed is organised making it very simple to go through and navigate. There are practical examples for families to get a further understanding on when to seek early help. In terms of improvements expanding the resources and giving the services users more guidance visually will help those who may be considered to have a lower literacy level.
Leeds City Council i would say gives the most comprehensive Early help webpages compared to the other two councils I have gone over. It goes through the Early help process in as much detail as possible highlighting assessment procedures, the different services provided with multi agency to families and children. All provided information on the website is completely well structured  in all sections for families and professionals. The website also allows all those accessing the website to download  guidance. However the amount of information on the website would be considered a lot and very overwhelming  especially for first time service users which again can take up a lot of time that can be used to get the appropriate service. Making key information much more simple through  infographics or even simple fast reference guides could highly improve understanding and engagement.
To sum up , all three authorities have very clear commitment to promoting Early Help with clear differences which may or may not make seeking support easier for families before any concerns could escalate.
Comparative Analysis
All three websites communicate how important accessing early help can be but they also give very different presentation and accessibility. Leeds provides comprehensive information with multi-agency support and referrals. Southwark have more of a user friendly format which makes the website easier to understand. Tower hamlets  has very clear information but is very hard for those seeking assistance to navigate due to so many webpages.
Conclusions
 All local authorities give information on Early help but presentation and accesibitlity  is definitely different. I would Leeds provides the best comprehensive guidance  when Southwark gives the most clear format. Making some improvements to the navigation for families would increase better outcomes when trying to gai support while also promoting  early intervention for children and young people(DFE, 2026).
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