(A) Firstly, I will be looking at the diverse ways the mediaeval world saw burial practices and death. Along with how it has developed into our modern world practices and processes today. For starters, the main takeaways from modern funeral practices in brief bullet points are the inclusivity of different religions in the burial. This can include several varying and key differences from one person to the next that incorporates a specific form of dress, a performed song of choice that can differ from the most popular Christian hymns and or even having a coffin as a burial placement at all. Then we have the complete opposite end of the spectrum where even non-religious funerals are on the rise with more simple rituals and more flexibility in terms of the songs and dress that are picked for a loved one. Including the whole more elaborate rituals such as cremation, which have taken a huge role in modernising the business of funeral care and practice. However, it is fair to say that some, if not all, of these practices were not always available to those in the Middle Ages whether it be due to the lack of technological or scientific understanding of these practices, or it could also be due to more complex, domineering and strict guidelines of the political and or religious movements of the era.

(B) For instance, a key difference from our practices and the Mediaeval practices of burial was that bones found from between the ages of 410 – 155 in the UK were rare I at best, due to the lack of any burial preservation attempts at all. This was due to some people taking part in a practice where the body would be simply placed in holes without coffins and left to decay. Until after a period of time, the corpse would be unburied and placed inside a mediaeval mortuary, then called a “charnel house.” Where, much like a mortuary, the body would be kept yet again until it was time to give them an official final plot to rest. This was due to a variety of reasons and circumstances, such as being impoverished and unable to afford a more lavish royal funeral. With such things as either a stone or wooden coffin. Also, due to there being not enough space to burry them therefore having to move the bodies to make more space in the graveyards. This was also due to the influx of greater numbers of people dying from the plague and other common illnesses, causing burial grounds to fill quickly. The similarity of this practice to the modern period is that the body is temporarily kept in a “charnel house”. This is because we have a similar concept of this by keeping our dead in what are currently known as "mortuaries" or “morgues,” which is a place we keep our dead to be prepared before burial and or to be prepared to show the family before they get buried or cremated. However, the primary difference is our burial, no matter what class would be buried in a coffin if we chose to be buried, that is. This is because some would witness this as being less macabre and more caring to put your loved ones in a more comfortable or visually calm or restful position and a clean and comfortable environment than just simply placing them in a hole.
(C) Secondly, there would also be a vast difference between peasant burial rituals and royal or upper-class burial rituals and practices. This is because the rich, much like today, would be able to afford more lavish and elaborate ceremonies compared to the poor. Even what we consider essential to modern funerals, such as coffins, church services or even choirs. Such as said by the Wakefield Historical Society that when a royal figure died in the 1200s it would be quite common tradition to be buried next to your bloodline or family. Then, firstly, if the person were of high importance, their death would be documented and preserved. After that, for some people who could afford it, the body would be embalmed, and they would hold a memorial ceremony to remember the person by. This could include a range of practices, such as carving the person into stone on top of their resting places like a few royals, or they could be able to be kept in stone coffins to be placed inside and kept safe for a period from the elements. Immediately you can see the considerable number of similarities between modern funeral rituals and the current example. Such as the choice of embalming being a possibility, the use of a coffin, even the idea of being documented as being deceased and the concept of being buried next to your loved ones. However, much like many who were not considered part of the “upper class” of the period. Being engraved onto your coffin is still something many consider to be very expensive and or even too bold of a statement even for today’s standards. Possibly even due to the implications of this period of it symbolising that person being of grand importance or status.
(D) Thirdly, burial rituals and practices can vary based off of a difference between religion or belief systems. Even during the Mediaeval period, this can be observed in a comparable manner to the modern day.  Such as during the early mediaeval age of the Angelo Saxon period. Tribes would commonly practice burying their loved ones with artefacts that stood to best represent the person that passed. Such as being buried with their bows and arrows if they were a well-known hunter, or a sword and shield if they were a valiant warrior. They did this under the belief that, by being buried with their most cherished possessions, they would be able to continue doing what they loved into the afterlife and beyond for eternity. They would even be buried with miniature constructions of transport such as boats and even their own horses. This is because they believed it would help them gain access into the underworld. Then they would just simply cover the buried with a specific amount of dirt, constructing a small mound. Much like the grander and more complex, the design of the modern-day burial sight is typically the more important and or higher in status. In this period, the larger the mound, the higher the status and importance to the tribe. Furthermore, in this period you see some similarities between the current day culture and the past, such as the idea of status being represented by something being represented by being bigger. Such as with today, where people who have more witches can afford more grand displays and designs of their final resting place. They also did this in a far more simplistic and easily understood fashion that displayed onto other tribes who were in the hierarchy. However, it is worth noting that with these similarities there are some strong differences that can, however, be correlated to the latter times in the period. Such as burying your dead without coffins, which is the same as the peasantry during the mid-medieval period. Including being buried with your animals, means of transport. However, some today do request to be buried with their items due to their sentimental value and closeness to the item, because it best represents the person.
( E) Finally, for my last example, burial rituals can also vary depending on nationality. Such as there will be differences between the burial practices of the early mediaeval Welsh. Recently, a 1,400-year-old Welsh cemetery was discovered with a stone-lined coffin with differing skeletal positions. This meant some of them were on their sides and curled up in the safety position when buried. Even evidence of some kind of “ritualistic feast” taking place. This means it might have been part of a tradition for people at the funeral and or the person themselves would eat before burial. Right away you can draw a few similarities between modern day funerals and these Welsh burial ceremonies. For example, it is suggested that people would eat at the funeral of this person. This is also quite common in our everyday funerals as it is still seen as a ceremony while sharing food is a symbol of closeness, community, and connection. Which very well is the case in this ritual. However, the key difference between this ritual and our modern-day ritual is the stone-lined coffin which appears to be built into the ground. This is a very uncommon practice today as we tend to lean towards mahogany coffins built to be temporary and to seamlessly disintegrate into the ground over time to take up less space and to give the funeral a more modern and timeless appearance for the family members who will view the ceremony.
In conclusion, witnessing all of these different expressions of the event of a passing in these different communities. I can conclude with confidence that these various expressions and traditions over the centuries have come to influence our current societal view of death. Including how we as a community should go about respecting and celebrating each other's freedom in how we choose to remember our deceased loved ones. And a common occurrence in all of these traditions is that we should all see death or the ceremony regarding our deaths as a celebration of our lives rather than a sorrowful forgetting of a person's past. It is to remember the things that make us human. Whether it be by eating together, placing the person’s favourite flowers or items they would never live without, or even what they would want to happen to their body after death. It is indeed intended in all of these rituals to bring us closer together as a community. As humans, through blood and flesh, we are the same, and we should all be celebrated even after our time has come, no matter the decade, that is the common denominator we can all agree upon and experience as a species.
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