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This essay will highlight the wider implications of the issues that Swansea and Wales face with homelessness. Whilst subsequently exploring the historical and current issues the community and country face. This assignment will aim to explain the actions taken to mitigate the effects. Sands et al (2009) state that homelessness is a community-based issue. In addition, this can seriously affect the health inequalities of an individual who may be homeless. Consequently, Sands et al (2009) mention that the moral implications of homelessness which are not discussed are social inclusion, social cohesions, and social harmony. 

A study by Christian et al (2007) has explained that within homelessness the theory of planned behaviour (TPB) has been applied quite successfully. This is due to the substantial amount of variance of behaviour. In addition, Christian et al (2007) mention that this is over both long- and short-term programme use.  As a result, an individual who is homeless is more likely to have well-formed personal attitudes due to their experience. Subsequently, this will have significantly affected the individual’s behaviour and intentions (Christian et al, 2007). According to Shelter Cymru (2007), homelessness is not only about sleeping rough, but also a whole range of different circumstances. These could include an individual who doesn’t feel they are in insecure conditions or an individual who lives in poor housing conditions. Mabhala et al (2017) agree with this by stating that it is substantially known that homelessness is a more complex social and public health phenomenon. Mabhala et al (2017) argue that several studies explain links between homelessness and social factors with the most common social factors being, income, deprivation, employment, education, disability and living environment. 

Subsequently, Bramley (2018) states that homelessness can also fall into two categories. Individuals who suffer from personal vulnerabilities such as mental ill health, family breakdowns, divorce foster children or children in the system and those suffering from addiction, this is known as ‘individualistic’. Bramley (2018) continues this by explaining that ‘structural’ explanations is where an individual may become homeless due to poverty, border forces, housing market conditions, and unemployment. Consequently, The Community Health Council (2018) agrees with this by stating that homelessness can cause poor health inequalities such as poor physical and mental health. An individual who has experienced homelessness is likely to suffer from these inequalities. The Community Health Council (2018) continues to mention that this can make an individual vulnerable, meaning they are far more exposed to issues relating in drug and alcohol abuse. 


According to Swansea council (2018) over forty-six percent of non-homeowners in Swansea earn no more than ten thousand per year while the other seventy two percent earn an income under twenty thousand. Consequently, thirty-five percent of these individuals would struggle to afford social rent. Swansea council (2018) evidently stated that for single home buyers home-ownership has drastically declined and as a result less than twenty percent of the properties sold in Swansea were sold for below eighty thousand. However, forty percent were sold for over one hundred and fifty thousand. This affects the community as individuals who earn under ten thousand would not be able to afford housing in today’s society and risk becoming homeless (Swansea Council, 2018). 

Swansea Council (2018) have released a strategic plan that sets out a guide for the development which aids delivery services for the homeless. In addition, Swansea Council (2018) have made plans which will be set over the next four years ensuring that the services and support are put in place for individuals at risk or experiencing homelessness. Moreover, not only did Swansea Council (2018) aim to ensure the plan is drastically accessible and effective but they also informed stakeholders instantly of the level of homelessness in Swansea. Additionally, by measuring future progress and performance. Swansea Council (2018) aims to ensure that all individuals have complete access to good quality accommodation, advice and support at the earliest opportunity to prevent the risk of homelessness. Charities such as The Wallich (2015) have prevention plans and projects which offer a different range of services to prevent the risk of homelessness. The Wallich has ensured that they can offer advice and services such as meditation. The Wallich (2015) also use rough sleeper intervention teams (RSIT) which offer support and help to the most vulnerable homeless individuals. As a result, the RSIT can offer hot food, pathways out of homelessness and advice. (The Wallich, 2015).  YMCA Swansea (2017) Is a charity located in Swansea which helps over 5000 vulnerable adults and young people per annum. YMCA Swansea main focus includes ill health, poverty, adults, discrimination and communities. 


The Wallich (2018) have mentioned that housing policy in the United Kingdom (UK) has had an essential change over the recent years with legislation to help support the most vulnerable individuals within society. Mackie (2014) continues this by explaining that housing is forced upon the homeless legislation as this is a rights-based approach. Mackie (2014) explains that a rights-based approach has three caveats where a homeless person must be accepted for government funding housing support, individual’s fleeing domestic violence, pregnant women or dependent children and becoming homeless after leaving the armed forces. The Wallich (2018) explains this is explained in the Housing (Homeless Persons) Act 1977 supporting individuals without housing. Action for Children (2014) have mentioned that care leavers who are leaving foster care can apply to the local authorities as homeless. This will then become a priority if the individual is under twenty-one. Action for Children (2014) explains that individuals who are over twenty-one can also seek support if they are vulnerable. This suggests that more is being done to prevent the risk of homelessness. 


Shelter Cymru (2007) have argued that a critical need for addressing the seriousness of affordable housing in Wales is prevalent. King (2016) explains that housing inequality revolves around the lack of access that an individual has to decent housing and this consequently affects certain groups within society. Individuals with a lower income, disabled people, the older generation and ethnic minorities are most affected (King, 2016). Mackie (2014) supports this by explaining that the development of homelessness in Wales’ legislation, confirms the emerging norm for housing policy and development. In addition to this, Fitzpatrick et al (2012) have argued that the elements that combine evidence-based policy display a strong element of limitation, resulting in affordable housing in Wales not being prioritized.

The Welsh Government (2018) has evidently stated that in 2018 from July to September, two thousand seven hundred and three households had been assessed as homeless due to these households being owed a duty to secure accommodation. In addition, this is 4 percent lower than 2017 from July to September. Moreover, the Welsh Government (2018) has helped over 41 percent of cases successfully by helping households secure accommodation for up to six months and this number Is higher than the previous quarter.

A report released by the Wales Audit Office (2018) has evidently stated that to assist with the operation of the 2014 Homeless Act the Welsh government has funded eleven point five million pounds between the years 2015 and 2018. (Wales Audit Office, 2018). The Wales Audit Office (2018) continues this by explaining that the Welsh government plan to provide extra funding of six million each year from 2018 to 2020.  Mackie (2017) continues this by stating that a procedure put in place in Wales in 2015 by the Welsh government is legislation which ensures that local authorities must help prevent or relieve homelessness for individuals who are seeking housing, need assistance with housing or at risk of homelessness. Additionally, the Welsh Government (2014) continues to explain that this act is called the Housing (Wales) Act 2014. Subsequently, if the individual who is at risk of being homeless informs local authorities then the individual will be able to remain within their existing accommodation or acquire alternative temporary accommodation for about six months. 

To conclude, homelessness has been evidentially linked to the theory of planned behaviour meaning that an individual who is homeless will have personal attitudes towards being homeless. This can be linked to different types of homelessness such as social factors, feeling insecure at home or choosing to sleep rough.  In addition, this essay has highlighted that a high amount of homelessness has been consequently linked to affordable housing. Moreover, the Housing Act legislation 2015 now prompts local authorities to help individuals who are at risk of being homeless. As a result, individuals who are at risk of being homeless will have temporary accommodation for up to six’s months. 

A recommendation to help tackle homelessness in Swansea for the future would be to create schemes to help students and lone home buyers who earn under ten thousand per annum to secure affordable housing. 

A second recommendation for Swansea would be to provide education to schools, colleges and universities about homelessness. This could hopefully prevent the risks. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A recommendation to help tackle homelessness in Wales for the future is to ensure that individuals at risk of being homeless are aware of these legislations. Therefore, this will help the individual find an alternative source of income or keep them in accommodation.

Secondly, Social workers should be doing more to help children and young adolescents who come out of care/fostering to ensure they have support with accommodation. 

Finally, Wales needs to prioritise the building of more affordable housing and provide support to individuals who are at risk of losing their home. 
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