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Executive Summary 
The  aim  for  this  report  is  to look  deeper  into the death penalty and  how  the  legal  system  had  operated this  sentence, it  is  also  to  further  analyze  the  different  opinions  and  values  of  society  and  how  they  interpret  the  issues  that  include  the  death  penalty  in  the  UK, It  is  also  an interesting  topic  to  research. 
The   case  study  results  that  have  been  included  in  this  report  have  fulfilled  their  purpose and  have also  played  a  major  part  in supporting  society’s  views  on  the  death  penalty.






























Introduction 
The  main   reason  for  this  report   is  to  evaluate  the  reasons  for  and  against,  the  return  of  the  death  penalty.  The  death  penalty,  also  known   as  ‘capital punishment’,  was  a   punishment that  resulted  in  the  defendant’s  death  and  was mostly  used  for  murder  cases.  In   most  cases  the  death  penalty  in  the  UK  was often  hanging,  although  the  act  of  capital   punishment  was  abolished  in 1965,  it had  remained  legal  for  those  who  committed  treason  up  until  1998  when   it  was totally  abolished.  Although , the  Capital  Punishment  is  completely  abolished, a few majorities  of society  believe  that  is  should  be  introduced  back  to  the  legal  system   for   heinous   crimes   such  as  Murder,  while  the  rest  of    society do not agree  with the  idea  of  capital  punishment  being  introduced  to our legal system  as life is  precious. (Pickup, 2018) 






















Main Findings
The  main  findings  include;  two  main  criminal  cases  that  each  individually   support  both  the  for  and  the  against  for  the  return  of  the  death  penalty. The  first  criminal  case that supports  the against for  this  subject  is  that  of Derek  Bentley,  who  was  falsely  accused  of  shooting  and  killing  a  police  constable, while  also  injuring  a  detective constable in  1952 which  was  also  a  failed burglary  with  his  16 year old  friend  Christopher  Craig, although  Bentley  was  not  the  one  who  had  fired  the  gun  which  had  resulted  in  the  death  of  a  police  constable  and  the injury of  a detective  constable, but  was  in  fact  the  result  of Craig  pulling  the  trigger, Bentley  was  still charged  with  the  murder  of  a  PC  and  sentenced  to  death  by  hanging, the  courts  however,  did not  take  into  account  that  Bentley  was  illiterate  and  had  the  mental  capacity  of  an 11 year  old  child,  and  that  the  courts  had  reached  a verdict  solely  on  what  Bentley  had   supposedly  said  to  Craig  when  the  detective constable  had  detained  Bentley  and   asked  Craig  to  hand  over  the  gun and it  is  said  that  Bentley  had  told  Craig  to  “ let him have it, Chris” which  could  have been interoperated differently, for  example,  those  words  could  have been meant  as  a  threat,  or  it  could  have  been classed  as  Derek  telling  Craig  to  hand  over  the  gun, either way  his trial was unjust  as  they had known  that  he  had  learning disabilities  but still had  reached  a  verdict  from  those  last  words. ( Newman, James 2019)
The  second  case  which  supports  the  for  is   the  case  of  Gwynne  Evans  and  Peter  Allen.  In  this  case,  both  Evans  and  Allen  had  bludgeoned  a  man  to  death in  April  1964,  both  Allen  and  Evans  had  used  a  stolen  car  to  arrive  at  the  victims  home  with  Allen's  Wife  and  two  children  also  in  the  car,  when  both  defendants  arrived  at  the  victims  home,  their  first  intention  was  only  to  rob  the  victim,  however,  they  then  decided  to rob  and then  murder  the victim  instead, the  victim  was  said  to  be  a  53 years old  man  who  worked  as  a  laundry  van  driver,  the  victims  body  was  then  found  half-naked  in  a  pool  of  blood  and  both  Allen  and  Evans  were  immediately  arrested  within  48  hours  of  the  murder  occurring.   The  reason  why  Allen  and  Evans  were found  and  charged   with  the  murder  in  the  matter  of  two  days  was  because  police had  found  Evans  raincoat  on  the  murder  scene.  Both  men were  then  both  convicted  for  the  crime  in  June  and  then  sentenced  to  death  on  August  13th 1964, it  was  only  two  month after  this  crime  that  parliament  had  then  decided  to  abolish  the  death  penalty. In  this  case  the  law  had  delivered  justice  and  is  a  very  good  example  of  the  for  opinions  in  the  debate  of   the  return  of  the  death penalty. (Davies, 2014)




Conclusion
To   conclude,  there  are  many  arguments  that  are  in  favor  for   the  return  of  the  death  penalty.  These  include  things  such  as;  enables  the  permeant removal  of   extreme  offenders,  society  as  a  whole  would  be  a lot  safer, in  the  UK  it  is  less costly  to  fund  the  death  penalty  compared  to  other  countries, the criminal would also  suffer  in  accordance  with  their  crimes  committed  and  it  would  also  prevents  the  criminal  from  re-offending.  
The  arguments  that  are  not  in  favor  for  the  return  of  the  death  penalty  believe that,  the  falsely  accused  individuals  would  be  executed  and  the  loss  of  an innocent life  is  hard  to  compensate when  eventually, the  accused  is  found  innocent. Another  reason  is  that, criminals  are  also  humans and  are  therefore  able to feel fear  and  pain, society  also  believe  that  nobody has  the  right  to take  a life. And   finally,  many  believe  that  if  an  offender  is  sentenced  to  death,  there  is  no possible  way  to try  and  rehabilitate  the  offender  back  into  society  and  giving  back  to  their  society.
To further conclude, both  sides  all have reasonable  reasons for  their  beliefs  and  to  also  have  their  individual  views  on  justice. (Stein)






Recommendations 
If  the  death  penalty  is  reintroduced  to  Britain,  there  could  be  ways  to  address  the  divided  opinions  of  society,  the  law  could  consider  both  view  points  by  introducing  a  more  ‘humane’  approach  by  not  sentencing  serious offenders to  death  by  hanging,  and  introduce  a  non-painful  method  such  as  a  safe  euthanized  solution.  The  law  should  also   only    sentence   serious   offences   such   as   murder   and  homicide.
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Appendices
Although,  some  members  of  society  do  not  believe  in  the  death  penalty,  there is  no denying  that it  is  affective  because according to  recent  stats,  since  1964  when  the  death  penalty  was  completely annulated  out  of  the  British  Legal  System, crime  rates  that  involve  murder  has  increasingly raised  for  example, from  Home  Office  figures  in  1964  the  numbers  for  unlawful killings was just 300 cases  however, in 1994  it  had  risen  to  565  cases,  and  then  again  in  2004  unlawful  crimes  had  risen  to  833  cases. 
It  is  also  said  that  out  of  29  criminals  who  had  either  committed  murder  and  manslaughter, 6  offenders  had  re-offended. (Elkin, 2019) 
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