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3 Month Reflection 

The first 3 months of being in university hasn’t been what I expected due to the covid pandemic as the restrictions that have been put in place have prevented us from having in person teaching.  Being present in person at lectures enables students to build relationships with fellow student which gives improved and more personal communication with other students and tutors. On the other hand I have found it very useful that the lectures have been recorded and I can rewatch the videos as many times as I would like, this is very helpful with the topics that I am unsure of and hopefully will be able to understand it more after going through it at my own pace. Another reason the recorded lectures are useful is because I discovered that 4 hour lectures are not the easiest to stay focused and comfortable.  As for learning practical skills such as CAD or Revit on the computer, this is difficult, as watching the skills with out seeing the keyboard is very difficult. After I’d completed my CDP log and looked at what I have learnt, I found that my learning was based mainly from internet research as much of it was available in articles or videos from YouTube. 

Even though I find in person teaching easier in communicating with the tutors and easier to process the information, the lecturers have been very easy to contact and communicate with during theses difficult times. Most people in the classes don’t know each other and it’s not the easiest to meet or contact them if you are in need help to do with the course or the university, there also hasn’t been any chance of building relationships with people in the group to be able to ask for help from another student. Even with this being the case everyone has been very helpful towards helping each other and helping with queries they may have, this may be giving advise if they already work in the sector or have the knowledge that others may not have in the industry. 

Strengths/Weaknesses 

During the first 3 months has allowed me to see and expand my interests that I have in the sector, as well as the fascination of how the houses are built. Being at home has allowed me to research any phrases or words that I did not know or understand as the construction industry, as it has a lot of technical terms which I don’t have any experience in. This has allowed me to develop my knowledge in my own ways that fit my learning process and methods of remembering facts that are frequently used in the industry. 

A weakness of mine is reading, so having four hour long lectures that is online with very detailed PowerPoints is difficult to follow, as normally when in person there would be discussion on the topic being taught between the groups, which makes it easier to process the information and remember.

What would be done differently 

If I was to complete the first 3 months of university again I would set more time aside to development my knowledge more extensively and have more time to complete my assignments. By having more time aside I could also clear up any part of the lessons I did not understand, whether this may included rewatching the recorded lecture or using the internet for further research. This extra time would also allow me to practice more of my computer skills that I have been developing for the subject. To have more time I would discuss with my manager at my part time employment to have set days, in order to be able to allocate days where I can complete work or research further into topics I am unsure of. If there wasn’t any restrictions in place I would have also been able to go to the library and use the public resources to develop my knowledge and also to potentially use in future assignments. I could have also used that opportunity to complete work experience or meet with experienced people in the sector to development knowledge and use it to expand my CDP log rather than have it all internet based.  During this change in lectures and companies restrictions it has not been possible to gain any work experience or plan any options for the coming months. 

1 Year/ 3 Year Plan

1 Year Plan - In the next year I would have like to have gained a trainee quantity surveying position within a construction company learning about domestic and commercial buildings while completing my degree full time. If I was able to get a position this would help increase my knowledge and experience in the construction industry. 
Due to the current situation there isn’t any companies hiring trainees, or offering any work experience due to staff mainly working at home, this would have been a very valuable experience before starting year 2 of the degree. I would also continue to complete further  seminar and relevant courses to be able to keep developing my CPD log further. 

In the next 2 years before finishing my degree, I plan on resitting my English GCSE to have a better grade for future employment as there was no option to complete it this year due to the pandemic.

3 Year Plan - In 3 years time I am hoping to have finished my degree and either be promoted to an assistant quantity surveyor or find a company that is hiring into that position, this would only be the case if during my education I am not able to find a trainee position. Once I have become an assistant surveyor I will under take different research into the available chartered groups to see which one will fit me best. Throughout the 3 years I will continue to develop and add to my CPD log, for when I become chartered it is completed and ready to show the chosen chartered company. 

		Page 
