The Local Authority wishes to establish limestone quarrying on purchased farmland in the upper Swansea Valley.  You have been commissioned to identify the impacts on the environment and community surrounding the proposed development, and how these impacts can be mitigated. The site is on the border of the Brecon Beacons National Park and two village communities exist within a half mile radius of the site. The site has the potential to contain varied species of Flora and Fauna, and has a water course at its Southern boundary. Your response should draw upon project design elements, including infrastructure, and the development’s use and life cycle in relation to potential ecological and community impacts, establishing both (hypothetical) potential negative and positive impacts.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This scrutiny should consider proper protection for both natural and human environments.


	

	1. Suggest how the Community Engagement should best be approached, describing where
In the development process this could happen?      (10 marks)
2. Define possible impacts of the development to the environment and to community, 
establishing general headings under which these impacts could be studied. (30 marks)
3. Make suggestions for impact minimisation (10 marks)





Possible approach to solution:

1. We discussed how important Community engagement is with any project, and how best community can be kept informed of the design aesthetic, likely impacts, intended constructor actions and progress of the work. The response could be one as demonstrated with the Bristol Airport development, where various approaches were used including presentations, question and answer, local leaflet drop, drop in sessions etc. See our flow chart within the EIA scoping presentation for where these occur in the whole process...this is important.
2. The direct impacts of quarrying are obvious. Dust, Noise, increased traffic, heavy vehicles in rural country lanes etc. Along-side these, what effects would these have on flora, fauna, birds, air quality and water quality, and Community. Check out likely impacts in the woodland case study. We talked about how some impacts can be positive.  All projects are individual in content, but the evaluation of impacts is basically generic, the thought process of impact choice must draw from the project directly however. The solution should be based in both the Woodland and Bristol airport case study responses to evaluating impacts. What was considered there? Does it apply here? What does?
Headings under which we could analyse these impacts are defined in all three presentations on Moodle.....Physical, Ecological Community.....then …....time, severity, regional.....   etc.

3. We said that once impacts had been identified, the EIA should seek to negate or at least minimise the impact that is negative. Usual approaches are to provide a positive in balance to the negative. Again, look at how Entec approached this for Bristol airport and apply.

Note: 

You do not have the full EIA here. This is a hypothetical approach to attempt to evaluate possible implications to environment and community. You have licence to generalise. 
What is required is proof that you have considered the nature of the project thoroughly (drawing not only on your EIA lectures but also on your Built Portfolio lectures) and that you have understood the general process applied to evaluating it environmentally.
