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Presentation notes
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· Introduction
· My name is Holly Thomas and today I will be discussing 3 study skills that I feel are important for future employability.
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· 6 study skills
· Here as some study skills which I feel are important to have as a primary school teacher, these include...
· List the 6 study skills
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· I have chosen to focus on 3 study skills, these study skills are the ones I feel are most important and effective in an education setting. 
· The 3 I will be discussing today will be communication, 
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Communication skills
· What is it?
· To be an efficient teacher, communication is not only about talking to each other but about listening, speaking, reading and writing with the pupils (Silver, 2018).
· Speaking – instructing the pupils on the subject, talking to parents.
· Listening – listening to what the pupils have to say regarding tasks and their answers.
· Reading – reading with pupils and over their work.
· Writing – marking the pupils work, where can they improve?
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According to the Ministry of Education, Guyana (2017) communication for a teacher is important:
· To teach the class effectively – by getting your point across with appropriate body language, open to communicate. 
· Encourage pupils to ask questions – if the teacher has good communication with the pupils, they will feel comfortable to ask questions, instead of shying away).
· Efficient communication with parents will allow the teacher to inform the parent of any issues within the classroom that the parent could help with at home.
· To guide, instruct, help and give feedback to pupils. These are the main elements of communication and teaching, if a teacher fails to deliver these then they are jeopardising their students education.
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For my own ability, I communicate with:
· Piers – in lectures, working with people I would not usually. Pushes me out of my comfort zone to talk to different people.
· Friends and family – different type of communication, daily basis and is informal.
· Audience – presenting in college and today, I am communicating with the audience to inform.

How could I improve?
1. Work with people I do not usually work with – in lectures instead of working with the same groups, push myself to communicate with different people.
2. Volunteer in a primary school – help me to improve my communication with teacher and pupils and see how the teachers communicate in different ways.
3. Educate myself regarding correct body language – I seem to cross my arms a lot which can look like I do not want to communicate with people. I need to learn to look approachable by using the correct body language. 

Developing these for future employability:
1. Meeting different children – from different backgrounds and cultures that I may not have worked with before. Knowing how to communicate with them appropriately.
2. Gives me an insight of teaching – and communicating, different communication styles that teacher use, will help me when I will need to communicate as a teacher.
3. To be an approachable person/teacher – children may feel intimidated with my arms crossed but if I learn to be more approachable, hopefully children will feel they can come up and talk to me. 
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Patience
· Patience is about knowing your pupils, taking time to see what type of person they are and their individual needs. A good teacher is aware of all their students (Ministry of Education, Guyana, 2014). 
A teacher with patience:
· Can recognise each pupils strengths and weaknesses – this can be effective as the teacher is aware of what the pupil excels in and struggles in and can monitor progress or decline in work. 
· Aware of how to meet any needs – can see where the student is falling with work, therefore can suggest tasks to the parents to try at home with the pupil.
· Keep calm in a loud environment – children can get loud and out of control, it is easy to get frustrated but it is important to stay calm and to talk to the pupils.
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· Allowing time for pupils to answer questions – this allows the pupils to process the question. 
· Accepting that it is OK when a pupil has the wrong answer – the pupil can learn from their mistakes with the teachers help. 
· Explaining the subject clearly and not rushing – rushing through will only make the pupils confused and will not be able to process the information.
· Try not to get frustrated and keep a positive classroom environment – with a lot of children in one class, it can get loud. Therefore, the teacher should know how to stop this and how to stay calm (Center for New Designs in Learning and Scholarship, no date). 
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I am patient when:
· Looking after my younger siblings – arguing over who sits in the front seat! I have to tell them to take turns.
· In work – awkward customers can make me frustrated but I stay calm and deal with the situation.
· Working in a team during lectures – staying patient when other groups present their work, showing respect and interest.
How can I improve?
1. Volunteer in a primary school – giving me a first hand experience and knowing how to be patient in a class full of children.
2. Remain calm in loud situations – enables me to deal with children from different circumstances, whether it be learning difficulties or family backgrounds.
Developing these for future employability:
1. Knowing how to be patient in a class full of children – I will be prepared as a teacher to work with around 30 children and be aware of how to stay in control.
2. Enables me to deal with challenging children – remaining calm will help me to take a step back and see the bigger picture, what the children struggle with and deal with at home and knowing how to act around them.
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Positive attitude
Researchers state that positive teachers benefit pupils in ways they do not realise. A pupil with a positive attitude towards learning are interested and want to learn about the subjects (Stenger, 2018). 

A teacher with a positive attitude:
· Makes learning fun 
· Creates a positive class room environment
· Creates a relationship with their pupils
For example when I was in school, I would dread going to some lessons because the teacher would shout if I got the wrong answer and was rather impatient. Whereas, one teacher had a different outlook and made the lessons fun. The lessons were more involved and we were set interesting tasks. 
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How to bring positivity to the classroom:
· Be specific – give constructive criticism to help the pupils improve and to learn from their mistakes.
· Be sincere – praise their effort and understanding of work.
· Encourage your pupils to succeed – breaking tasks down into smaller steps will help the pupils. Instead of telling them to get on with it (Upper Wharfedale School, 2018, p.2).
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How have I got a positive attitude?
· Towards customers in work – need to be approachable and if anything goes wrong to remain positive.
· Towards assignments – have faith in myself. 
· With friends and family – when times get hard you need to stay positive together. 
How can I improve?
1. Try and keep a positive environment – in lectures, if I have a different opinion then that is OK. 
2. Put effort and interest into uni work – try my best in all work I do. 
Developing these for future employability:
1. Pupils will want to learn in a positive environment
2. Interested in the subject I teach, keep the pupils interested
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To conclude:
· Communication is a crucial skill to have as a primary school teacher.
· Not all teachers have patience but is a great skill to hold.
· A positive attitude will not only benefit the children time in school but the teacher also.
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· Any questions?
· Thank you for listening!
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