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AHAH 4005: Introduction to Fieldwork
 History and Medieval Studies
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Main Lectures: Monday 16.00-18.00hrs Arts 03
Convenor of History/Medieval Studies Component: Dr Lester Mason l.mason@uwtsd.ac.uk
OVERVIEW
This handbook will help guide you through the History/Medieval Studies component of the course.
Attendance at all these sessions is compulsory and naturally trips have been arranged to accommodate the numbers registered on the module. Attendance will be monitored for each session and you will be required to write about the sessions in your assessments. Clearly if you do not attend, you cannot complete the assignments. 
Sessions will build on the questions asked in the introductory lectures. Students will be asked to consider how we should record history. Crucially students should be aware of the variety of possibilities that await the historian in their quest for information. It is important we move the focus away from SECONDARY SOURCE books and journals and towards a study of PRIMARY SOURCE material. The range and scope of these sources may surprise you. You will be able to handle some of these sources and take part in active research, and from this a number of key questions can be asked:

· What aspects of history should be kept and remembered?

· How best do we remember and understand the past? 
· Who makes these decisions and on what do they base their decisions on?
So, key to any serious historical study, and indeed at its heart, is the issue of sources. You should always be looking to keenly engage in primary material and this module looks in depth at how to locate, analyse and utilise primary source material. A core idea behind the module is how we progress from the primary source, right through to the area of publication. This module is designed to show a connection between how medieval sources can link to modern history. The course also shows that archives remain key to any understanding of history, and archives, by necessity, require you to be proactive in seeking out and viewing materials. In many ways the history book that you consult, is the finished product of research that must begin with the original sources.  Some of the varied source materials that you will view have never been published. These documents can include everything from wills and marriage licences, to workhouse records, shipping logs, diaries, even beer consumption records of the first students at Trinity. 

MODULE DESCRIPTION

The module is an introduction for students to the methodological questions which lie at the core of the discipline of history and medieval studies. The course enables students to look at historical materials more directly and takes on a far more ‘hands on’ approach. For this reason the course will encompass field trips as well as a series of lectures. Students are encouraged to see history from a wider perspective. History is not just about books or journals, it is an entity which encompasses many more aspects and is ever changing. One of the key aspects of this course is to experience how historical information is collected, stored, retrieved and interpreted in the construction of different historical narratives.
Lectures will explore various research and methodological issues as they relate to the aims and objectives of this module. Students will be encouraged to reflect on the nature of the archives and evidence they encounter, in the hope that they will begin examining some of the assumptions and limitations which they incorporate. The module is intended to give students a flavour of research processes and to expose them to ‘experiences from the field’ as a prerequisite to more advanced study of research methods and approaches at levels 5 and 6. As such when you are engaging with the module, keep an eye towards your future dissertation and how you might find, locate and process primary material that will be of use to you in the future.
YOUR PARTICIPATION

Your contribution to the module as a whole will be assessed by the various lecturers by virtue of a rolling journal that will chronicle what you have learned in the lectures and how you have built on that information. Remember that we want your direct participation, and as such we expect you to contribute directly and ask questions in both the trips and lectures. 
MODULE AIMS

1. To provide an appreciation of the diversity of the research resource;
2. To acquire an initial experience of archival research;
3. To provide an introductory experience of some primary research materials and resources;
4. To  introduce students to some of the issues surrounding the collection, storage and maintenance of various historical artifacts and materials;
5. To acquire first skills in the interpretation and use of various research materials and data;
6. To encourage students to consider the nature and practice of their discipline.
7. To think about how the location and acquisition of primary materials could be of use to historians.
The Graveyard Survey
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What can a graveyard tell us about history? Do graves tell us more about how people lived, than how they died? Which graves have remained preserved and protected and why? Whose lives do they represent? Should graveyards remain sacred and untouched forever, or would that give the dead priority of the living? Looking at graveyards can provide a rich source of information about the changing nature of rituals, language, religions, attitudes, social class and commemoration. These are just some aspects that students are asked to consider as they are taken out on a graveyard survey. Here the emphasis is on how history is remembered and portrayed as well as how it is preserved. See below for some links to St Peter’s Graveyard in Lampeter.
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead.aspx?cpage=1&sort=name&order=asc (From Commonwealth War  Graves Commission)

http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/wal/CGN/Lampeter/ Some useful genealogical information for Lampeter and St Peter’s.

The National Library
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It is crucial that students are able to access and utilize archives. For this reason, students will be taken to the National Library at Aberystwyth, which is copyright library holding a vast variety of books, art, sound recordings and other artifacts. Students will be given a tour of the facilities and shown the possibilities which they will have access to in their future studies. The Library is an important asset to your future studies and you should make full use of it. Students are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to take out preliminary membership (on-line) before they visit. Membership can then be completed when you reach the library where you must bring two forms of ID, one of which must show your Welsh address.

You should start the process on-line at:

http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id=63
BEHIND THE SCENES AT A MUSEUM:
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The trip will also take you to the Museum at Aberystwyth, where you will have a chance to view the items on display and will be given the chance to meet the Museum’s very helpful curator, Ms Carrie Canham. You are expected to ask questions of the curator - and surely you are curious? What items make it on the displays, which do not? Which items remain in storage and why? What happens to material that people bring in? What rights to Museums have to sell items? How often are displays changed? Who decides on the exhibits? What opportunities might there be for work experience?

CEREDIGION ARCHIVES
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The day will also give you the opportunity to visit the archives at Ceredigion where you will meet one of the leading archivists, Miss Helen Palmer. Here you will get to see the kind of records that are keep in archive offices. The diversity of the material may surprise you. From coins, to scrapbooks, to letters written at the Battle of Waterloo, to car registration books, to knitting pattern designs – the archives are a treasure trove – once you know what is there. You will have the change to handle select materials from the archives and ask the archivists questions regarding what is kept and why. 
Roderic Bowen Archives:
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With such an important component of the course being centered upon archives, we will give you the opportunity to handle (and this is meant literally) a wide variety of primary sources. You will be encouraged to consider how these sources may be used in research and what the sources can teach us about history. Here in Lampeter we have an unique collection of materials at our disposal, and we will give you a chance to look at selections from the collection, and you will also be able to see the possibilities of materials that may even feature in your future research.
Timetable of Lectures 
Week One: Introduction to the Module 

Week Two: Introducing archives and where to find them 

Week Three: Researching an institution:  from medieval to modern 

Week Four: A guide to modern historical sources

Week Five: READING WEEK

Week Six:  Archive Work in the Roderic Bowen Archives 
Week Seven: Sources for study in the Roderic Bowen Archives 
Week Eight: Finalising your Field Journal and Genealogy and the historian 
Week Nine: A Medieval City – Swansea, the City Witness Project and the Man who was hanged twice.)
Week 10: Graveyard Survey then to St Peter’s Church/Graveyard
Week 11:  PROVISONAL DATE FOR TRIP TO ABERYSTWYTH
Course Assessment:

Assignment One - The Field Journal (2000 words – 50% weighting)
Deadline: Tuesday 28th March 2016 – 23.59hrs
Here students are expected to provide a journal which chronicles how your knowledge of lectures, archives and source materials has been impacted by the course. You will be expected to show what research you conducted and which archives you have turned to in order to find out more about the areas of history you enjoy and expect to write about in the future. The journal should make reference to the ideas and skills that have been outlined to you during each lecture session. What materials from the Roderic Bowen archives did you look at and focus upon? What did you learn from those materials? How might those sources form an area of research (a dissertation topic, etc). What lectures were of interest to you? What lessons were learned from these sessions and how will they aid you in the future?

Assignment Two - The Field Report: (2000 words – 50% weighting)
Deadline: Tuesday 23rd  May 2016- 23.59hrs 
 This is a journal of your experiences ‘in the field’ so you expected to chronicle your field trips and show which archives you looked at and what these materials demonstrated about the nature of historical study. Part of this Report will focus upon your graveyard survey. How did you conduct this survey? What did the layout of the graveyard, who was buried where, what materials were used, etc, reveal to you? In addition you will assess what archives you have looked at and what avenues for future study you have been shown. Did the module expand your ideas of what sources are available and how you might access them? Did the archives provide ideas about where you might take sure future research? Were the archives useful to you, if so how?
Bibliography
General Texts

Black, Jeremy & Macraid, Donald,. Studying History (1997) Chapter 8.
Dobson, M., and Zieman, B., (eds) Reading Primary Sources (2008).

Pleuger, Gilbert, Undergraduate History Study – the Guide to Success (1997), Chapter 10.

Reynolds, Kim, ‘Research Methods’, in Mary Abbot (ed.) History Skills: A Student’s Handbook (1996).

Specialist Texts: 
Barker, M., ‘Census enumeration and the local historian’, Local Historian (1973).

Beresford, M.W., ‘The unprinted census returns of 1841, 1851, 1961 for England and Wales’, Amateur Historian (1963), 260-69.

Bettey, J.H., Church and Parish: a guide for local historians (1987).

Bennett, T., The Birth of the Museum (1995).

Bond, G., & Gilliam, A. (eds.) Social Construction of the Past (1994).

Boyce, D.G., Newspaper History; from the Seventeenth Century to the Present (1978).

Caunce, S., Oral History and the Local Historian (1994).
Clanchy, M.T., From Memory to Written Record: England 1066-1307 (1993).

Dymond, D., Writing Local History: A Practical Guide (1981 + later editions).

Emmison, F.G., How to read local archives, 1550-1700 (1967).

Emmison, F.G., Archives and Local History, (1966).

Emmison, F.G., Introduction to Archives (1978).

Emmison, F.G., Estate Maps and Surveys, (Short Guides to Records).

Emmison, F.G., & Gray, I., County Records (1973).

Foster, J. & Sheppard J., (eds) British Archives: a guide to the archive resources of the United Kingdom (1995).
Galbraith, V.H., An Introduction to the Use of Public Records (reprinted 1971).

Hamilton, A.H.A., Quarter Sessions records from Queen Elizabeth to Queen Anne (1878).

Harley, J.B., Maps for the Local Historian (1972).
Harley, J.B., OS Maps: A Descriptive Manual.
Harley, J.B., The Historian’s Guide to OS Maps (1964).

Harvey, P.D.A., Manorial Records (1984).

Harvey, P.D.A., Family History and Local History in England (1987).

Higgs, E., Making Sense of the Census; the manuscript returns for England and Wales, PRO Handbooks, 23 (1989).

Hey, D., The Oxford Companion to Family and Local History (1996).

Hodgson, J.H., The Administration of Archives (1972).

Iredale, D., Enjoying Archives (1972).

Kaplan, F., Museums and Making if Ourselves, (1996).

Karp., I., & Levine, S., 
(eds.), Exhibiting Cultures. The Poetics and Politics of Museum Display (1991).

Lowenthal, D., The Past is a Foreign Country (1985).

Merriman, N., Behind the Glass Case (1991).

Moore, K., Museums and Popular Culture (1997).

Newton, K.C., Medieval Local Records A Reading Aid (1971).

Oliver, G., Photographs and Local History (1989).

Pols, R., Dating Old Photographs (1993).

Ravensdale, J.R., History on Your Doorstep (1982).

Purvis, J.S., An introduction to ecclesiastical records (1953).

Raind, D., A Census User’s Handbook (1983).

Record Depositories in Great Britain (HMSO – Frequent Reprints)

Richardson, J., The Local Historians Encyclopedia (1984)

Riden, P., Record Sources for Local History (1987)

Riden, P., Local History: A handbook for beginners (1983 + later editions)

Rogers, A., Approaches to Local History (1977).

Schurer, K., ‘The Future for Local History’ Local Historian, 21, 3 (1991).

Smith, P., (ed.) The Historian and Film (1976).

Sorlin, P., Film in History: Restaging the Past (1980).

Williams, M.A., Researching Local History: The Human Journey (1996).

WEBSITES

http://www.medievalswansea.ac.uk/en/ City Witness Project Medieval Swansea
www.unesco.org/webworld/portal​_archives (contact details for local record office)

www.archiveshub.ac.uk (A national gateway for access to archive and manuscript collections in the higher education sector).
www.archivesinfo.net (A gateway site to archive finding aids).

www.hmc.gov.uk (Historical Manuscripts Commission)

www.pro.gov.uk (Public Record Office)

www.hospitalrecords.pro.gov.uk (A substantial list of where to find hospital records – see also www.wellcome.ac.uk) 

www.monasticwales.org (a website giving, among other things, bibliographical and archival sources for the monastic houses of medieval Wales 
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