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I. Introduction  
 
This review of the literature provides an overview of the research that focuses on my study of how 

the Urban Music scene in the UK has impacted the social behaviour of the general population. The 

negative and positive aspects of the growing popularity of the scene along with the lifestyle that takes 

place within. In the review there is a large number of articles and studies that were self-reviewed. The 

main incentive why this literature review was produced was to achieve an understanding of the field 

I am studying and the outcome of this specific aspect of the UK music scene to a social and lifestyle 

purpose, along with the reason why its growing in popularity and media attention. Secondary sources 

such as online sources and video reports were studied to help me gain a better vison on what the 

threats and positives are with the afflicted lifestyle along with what political involvement does to the 

music scene as a whole.  The Objective as a whole is to understand and to choose what the themes of 

my research are. Then to analyse and explain why the research I’ve gathered will help feed into my 

dissertation. 

 

II. Main Body 
 
Reports on a BBC news article covering Drill music and how it’s being used to teach the youth 

population about philosophy and lyrics behind the genre. One of the leaders of this youth programme 

called ‘RoadWorks Mantra’, Ciaran Thapar uses the growing music genre as an opportunity to educate 

kids who have a history that is socially frowned upon. He teaches them social science and prevents 

the youths. Ciaran Stated "Young people who break the rules, who don't want to conform, are natural 

social scientists. They're natural philosophers, questioning what's around them.” Ciaran meets these 

young participants on their on intellectual turf. This tells me that this makes the youths feel more at 

ease with their surroundings, especially where many people affiliated within this scene regard their 

ends (Their postcode block) as a safe haven. The reason RoadWorks carries out these meetings are to 

help the affiliated population not to get lost within the system and the way of life with the Drill scene, 

such as gang violence, selling drugs and socially unexcepted behaviour. "You don't even know this guy 

/ He wears a tracksuit, so you think he's trappin' (selling drugs)" This is one of ‘Skengdos’ lyrics that he 
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uses in his songs. It is used by Ciaran as an example to talk about perception. This information that 

I’ve extracted from this article can be useful when talking about the drill scene from a social aspect in 

relation to the lyrical content that Is used in the music scene. This helps explain and back my theory 

behind the drill scene that it should be educated and explained to all classes and ages of society to 

help understand the struggles of which these youths face on a daily basis. 

 

Reading this thesis about the aesthetics of London based rap has given me a substantial amount on 

information to gather based off the lifestyle of the Rap, Grime and Drill scene in London. “Those who 

had learnt to rap through repeated practice during secondary school or earlier would have a 

substantially different relation to the art form than I would.”, “This was usually around the age of 

thirteen or fourteen”. This gets me thinking that a lot of these urban based rappers are introduced to 

the lifestyle at a young age, some even born into the lifestyle. I believe that this is definitely a culture 

that the United Kingdom occupies more than America now. I see a massive union between people 

who share the same intertest such as rapping and the urban music scene sharing connections they 

shared between friends and family members. A lot of people, both individuals and groups idolize the 

idea of the rap scene in urban settings. However, this is where paths can split off into a humble manner 

and use their talents for the good of their surroundings, or a downwards spiral into the anti-social 

aspects of rap culture, this is where the youth population aren’t educated of the repercussions and 

choices they make. Times where poverty strikes these areas where they live, they rarely have much 

choice at times and choose to make big money, but with that comes big risk. Their punishments could 

affect their future, lives and the people surrounding them. This will help me with my individual 

investigation because it gives me an introduction on the early lifestyle of Drillers and Rappers in urban 

locations.   

“interviewees often described how learning to rap, at home in the bedroom or in school corridors with 

friends, developed from being a source of pleasure to a means of gaining social recognition.” I think 

this speaks more than the quote suggests. People generally portray the urban culture of rap and drill 

to be lavish and grand. This is why I think that so many youths are venturing towards the urban lifestyle 

which consists of Gang affiliated activities, drugs business such as drug taking, drug production and 

the big one for younger and new gang members. Drug running. With this comes a lot of conflict 

between authorities and rival gang members in rival postcode areas. Many drill songs mention this 

lifestyle in their lyrics. They brag about their rival gang members getting prison time, beaten and even 

killed and flaunts his death as a sign of superiority to his gang within the area. However, the successful 

drill artists make money primarily from the sales of their songs now. Flaunting their money, girls and 
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materialistic accessories such as chains, watches, cars and big houses. Many get to perform with big 

names and make the official UK Charts. This is what influences the younger generation into get in with 

rapping and wanting to make it out of poverty. However, some cannot be educated with how they go 

about their interests and hobbies. This is where I feel that a lot of people aren’t educated about the 

evolving urban rap scene and get lost while trying to find their way to success. I feel like if there were 

more youth programmes offering a more sensible option to find their full potential in music then I feel 

like this beautiful and message driven genre wouldn’t be as isolated within its own group.  

As The interest of drill music increases so does the demand for it. More gangs are getting involved in 

the music scene, taking their confliction between other gangs, expressing their joy and excitement of 

their violent plans towards rival gang members in great detail. “At the same time, as the increase in 

violence in the UK, social media platforms such as YouTube and Instagram have witnessed significant 

growth in drill music videos uploaded by London street gangs (Dearden, 2018). “This statement says 

that social media has become a breeding ground for online social hatred, with tensions rising between 

rival gangs. With it being so much easier to brag about their superiority and throw out violent gestures, 

gang violence has increased over the years. The drill scene in music focuses on the violence in gang 

culture. I think that the importance and message behind drill music should be educated in a way that 

all classes of society will learn and benefit from.  

 

III. Conclusion 

In conclusion to this literature review, I have found sufficient evidence to help me understand the 

social aspects and message behind the Drill scene and post code wars for my individual investigation. 

I think the message behind this popular urban scene is to be understood with great caution. These 

individuals in this cultured way of life have all been growing up in poverty where they may not of had 

a good upbringing whether that maybe they lose a father/mother figure growing up, had to steal, fight 

or cause crime to keep up with the way society is moving. They all can relate to the struggles of 

everyday life and the ideology of rapping to make a lavish living excites them and makes them want 

success even more, to the point where they would harm or disregard anyone who interrupt their 

progress.  
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