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The Temple of Isis (Tempio di Iside)
On a site report of Pompeii, the Temple of Isis is located in Regio VIII, Insula 7, no. 28. This is a centralised location and would have received a considerable amount of foot traffic. It is also situated near to the Large Theatre (Teatro Grande). This is significant because the God of theatre Bacchus was often considered to be an equivalent to the Egyptian God Osiris, who was Isis’s husband (Isidora, 2024). In addition, it is near to the Stabian Gate.  The original building was destroyed in the earthquake of 62 CE, but it was fully rebuilt by 79 CE. The reconstruction was dedicated to a six-year-old boy called Numerius Popidius Celsinus by his father Numerius Popidius Ampliatus a freedman, to allow his child the opportunity to enter the senate. This dedication was placed above the entrance to the Temple and read as follows: ‘N(VMERIVS) POPIDIVS N(VMERII) F(ILIVS) CELSINVS, AEDEM ISIDIS TERRAE MOTV CONLAPSAM, A FVNDAMENTO P(ECVNIA) S(VA) RESTITVIT. HVNC DECVRIONES OB LIBERALITATEM, CVM ESSET ANNORVM SEXS ORDINI SVO GRATIS ADLEGERVNT’ (CIL X 846). This translated into English is as thus: ‘Numerius Popidius Celsinus, son of Numerius, at his own expense restored from its foundations the Temple of Isis, which had collapsed in the earthquake. Because of his generosity, although he was six years old, the councillors enrolled him into their number without fee’ (PompeiiinPictures, 2023). The cult of Isis is believed to have arrived at Pompeii in around 100 BCE. Primarily the worshippers of Temple of Isis are thought to have been women, freedmen and slaves. However, she was also worshipped by men and people of the elite society. Isis is a goddess of fertility and motherhood, so that made her popular with women. Also, becoming an initiate of the cult for women meant they could engage with religion on an even level with men, something that was a rare opportunity for them. Isis was also associated with manumission, the act of freeing slaves. Therefore, she was also popular with slaves and freedmen.
The Temple of Isis has a mix of Roman, Greek and Egyptian architectural features. The temple itself sits on an elevated platform to be reached by stairs and has a vaulted roof, which is a Roman stylistic feature. The temple had an outer area called the pronaos and an inner area called the naos. Several other important structures are as follows. The Purgatorium, which was a roofless building that housed in its depths a basin for Nile waters. These waters would be used in cleansing rituals. The Ekklesiasterion, which was a large hall where gatherings, banquets and rituals for the cult took place. The Sacrarium, which was a room where the sacred objects of the temple were stored. After an analysis of the remains of the Temple, it was discovered that it was painted with a white and red colour scheme throughout. The white was meant to represent stone (Madain Project, 2026). The Temple of Isis has a fair amount of artwork, mainly frescoes. The depictions of the goddess Isis herself are done in a Hellenistic style. The most notable frescoes are a set of three depicting scenes of the myth of Io, on the walls of the Ekklesiasterion. The Ekklesiasterion also had a mosaic floor. The Sacrarium had artwork that was more Egyptian influenced.
The Temple of Isis had a fair amount of material remains found. There were many statues of the goddess Isis herself. Other material culture as listed: a statue of Osiris, a bronze and iron brazier, ritual pottery, statue of Bacchus with a panther, gold ornament, bronze amulet of Harpocrates, two bronze candelabra, limestone Egyptian style herm, blue glass jug, bronze herm of Gaius Norbanus Sorex, marble statue of Venus Anadyomene, water container, Terracotta decorated puteal with Hercules in scenes of the rituals of Bacchus, front parts of two marble feet, clay Sphinx, faience Egyptian statuette, three marble busts of women, ivory plaque of a male figure with hands tied behind his back. In the Ekklesiasterion the objects found were: a sistrum, a table, a male skeleton, a terracotta vase, a bronze cooking pot, a bronze latch with a keyhole, glass tableware, a marble head of Isis and tableware decorated with pearls (Strabley, 2026). There were also the skeletal remains of animals found. These are assumed to be the remains of sacrifices or banquets. Notably it is mostly the skeletal remains of birds. Birds could have been more popular to sacrifice to Isis because her sacred animal was the Ibis. Other historians, such as the Dutch historian Jan Bremmer, believe that Isis wasn't as important in Roman worship at the time, because she could have received more impressive animals such as cattle (Strabley, 2026).
The Temple of Isis is remarkably well preserved and almost intact. This is due to the fact it was completely rebuilt by 79 CE after the earthquake of 62 CE. In fact, it was the only temple and one of the only buildings to have been completely rebuilt at the time of the eruption in 79 CE. The Temple of Isis was excavated in 1764 by Karl Jakob Weber and was one of the first discoveries of this excavation of Pompeii. Its role as a Hellenized Egyptian temple in a Roman colony was fully confirmed with an inscription detailed by Francisco la Vega on July 20, 1765. The original paintings and sculptures can be found at the Museo Archaeologico in Naples and the site itself remains on the Via del Tempio di Iside. After its discovery and excavation, many artists were influenced and inspired by the Temple and many also visited the site itself. The famous composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was one of these famous visitors. He visited the site in 1769, only a few years after its excavation and when he was thirteen years old. The memories of this visit are supposed to have been his inspiration behind his composition of The Magic Flute.
In conclusion, the Temple of Isis is remarkably well preserved and due to the fact, it was one of the only buildings to be rebuilt, shows that the Temple was important to Pompeii and held great significance to its citizens.
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