



Miner’s strike relationship with Police and Welsh communities
[bookmark: _Int_FZmJNFEB][bookmark: _Toc190961388]The miners’ strike happened in the year 1984 to 1985 when around 185,000 workers went on strike due to the government deciding to have pit closures which caused the loss of jobs for many people around the UK such as England, Wales, and Scotland. This led to the miner’s and police attacking each other due to the strike becoming out of control. According to Morris (2024) “About three-quarters of the country's 187,000 miners went on strike to oppose the pit closures, which were expected to mean 20,000 job losses.” This explains that the miners chose to strike due to the number of jobs that would have been lost due to the government plans for pit closures which caused havoc around the country as this had a massive impact on the public. The relationship between the miners and the police was not so strong due to the miners clashing with the police during the strike which caused fights between the miners and police which became quite violent, with the police being accused of using excessive force throughout. Grice (2024) states there were thousands of police and miner strikers battling with the police that turned violent and aggressive which is why the police were accused of using excessive force as it was believed that the police were also being quite violent towards the miner strikers. This means that the strike ended with the miners and police causing problems between each other as the strike became out of hand with the police losing control. The strike had a huge negative impact on Welsh communities as it led to many miners not agreeing with the government’s plan in place. Grice (2024) explains that “The miners' strike of 1984 to 85 saw the 22,000 miners of Wales plunged into conflict with the Conservative government.” This suggests the miners did not agree with the government’s decision because the miners had to fight to keep their jobs, as there were many miners who would have been left unemployed due to the closure of pits. The Welsh communities were not coping too well during the strike as most of the miners affected by the closures were struggling to support their families. According to Grice (2024) miners were not able to work or feed their families, which left the miners and their families to struggle which became a major problem for communities in Wales, although the bond between the miners and the Welsh communities was still strong. This gathers that the strikes would have escalated even further as the miners were faced with even more issues as they were no longer able to support their families as they were left unemployed which left the miners frustrated, but the communities tried their best to stay strong and support each other either way.
[bookmark: _Toc190961389]Key priorities in Welsh police forces
[bookmark: _Int_495NFGNM][bookmark: _Int_Mijz4Puc][bookmark: _Int_Q7r2pEFF][bookmark: _Int_DAVqUe0u][bookmark: _Int_hRuxAzcG][bookmark: _Int_2AEetdoU]There are multiple key priorities for the Welsh police forces which include South Wales Police, North Wales Police, Gwent Police and Dyfed – Powys Police. They would have chosen what needs to be improved on the most in order to have safer areas which also gathers the priorities they have picked is what needs to be tackled immediately. One priority for South Wales Police includes the South Wales Police and Crime Plan for 2023 – 2027. (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, 2024) states their main priorities such as protecting vulnerable people and supporting victims and Community Policing. This indicates that the Police and Crime Commissioner believes that these examples should be a priority as their needs to be improvement within these sectors in order to gain trust from the public. An example includes the priorities for South Wales Police as they have six priorities in total. According to (South Wales Police, 2025) their first priority is to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour so that members of the public feel safe within their home and around their community. This gathers that this is one of their top priorities as crime and anti-social behaviour is one of the crucial issues that need to be addressed immediately as it has become a major issue for South Wales Police. Another priority is for North Wales Police which includes their Police and Crime Plan for 2025 – 2028. (Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner North Wales, 2025) states their priorities will include serious and organised crime and supporting victims and communities but will support those affected by crimes such as hate crime and violence towards women and girls. This suggests that the Police and Crime Commissioner believes these should be their top priorities as members of the public are in need of support for being affected by these types of crime. One example gathers how North Wales Police wants to support women and girls who are victims of violence. (North Wales Police, 2023) explains “Our approach to violence against women and girls rightly continues to be an area of focus. The drive for more evidence led prosecutions, particularly in domestic violence cases continues.” This illustrates that violence against women and girls is a top priority because it has become a major concern for North Wales Police, and they will look into domestic violence cases to see how they can prevent domestic violence from happening to protect women and girls. The following priority is involving Gwent Police with their police and crime plan from 2021- 2025 with their top priorities for their area. According to (Gwent Police and Crime Commissioner, 2025) the priorities consist of supporting victims and those vulnerable, protecting neighbourhoods and focusing on serious crimes ongoing. This indicates that these priorities are their main focus due to the commissioner believing that if they focus on these priorities this can prevent crime and protect those who are vulnerable. An example of a different priority for Gwent Police is to increase the community’s confidence within the police. (Gwent Police, 2025) suggests that “Increase reporting of crime by communities that are less likely to engage with the police”. This illustrates that the police want members of the public that do not speak with the police as often, to speak up if there is any issues within their community so that they can be resolved immediately which would be one way to boost the public’s confidence within the police which would therefore reduce crime in their community. The last priority consists of Dyfed – Powys Police list of priorities as part of the police and crime plan from 2021 – 2025 as one of their priorities include supporting victims. (Dyfed – Powys Police, 2025) states “Listening to views of victims and giving them a positive experience, regardless of the outcome.” This suggests that the police force want to listen to the victims so that they can discuss with other officers on what to look out for when dealing with certain types of crime such as domestic abuse. Overall, the four police forces have similarities within their crime and police plans as some of their priorities are the same such as focusing on gaining trust from communities and collaborating with them to prevent crime. (Wales Office, 2024) indicates “The reforms will restore community patrols with a Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee, create an enhanced role for Police and Crime Commissioners to prevent crime and crack down on anti-social behaviour.” This illustrates that all four police forces agree that by supporting communities within their areas this is one of the ideal ways to prevent crimes such as anti-social behaviour from continuing which is why it is important for neighbourhood policing to be on one of their priorities within all the police and crime plans as this would make a huge difference.
Is there a need for one police force in Wales?
[bookmark: _Int_ioyujeBW]There are numerous different views between the four police forces on whether there should be one police force in Wales or not and it is divided between it being an excellent idea and a poor decision to make if it went ahead as the views are quite mixed between all the police forces in Wales. According to (BBC Wales, 2022) “And South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner Alun Michael told BBC Radio Cymru's Dros Frecwast, the idea of having one single Welsh force was "stupid".” This gathers that the South Wales Police Commissioner does not agree with the idea and believes all four police forces should be kept as this would be much more effective for the public and not just the police as this would have an effect on the public just as much. Another view that has a negative impact is from South Wales Police is that the government would be given more power to decide if Wales only needs one force which would have mixed opinions from both the police and the public. Lewis (2022) states that if the process were to go ahead policing would need to be developed so that having one force could work. This suggests that local government should become involved in proceeding with the situation first so there would be benefits towards this decision. One positive impact is that the police would save money, meaning that the money can be saved for communities that need improvement. BBC Wales (2022) “One chief constable rather than four. One deputy chief constable. Dare I say one commissioner instead of four.” This explains that by reducing the number of chief constables and deputy chief constables this would save the police vast amounts of money in the long term. Another negative impact would be that if police forces were to be taken away this would have an effect on local communities as the service, they would receive would be reduced meaning the public lose confidence in the police. (ITVX, 2023) gathers that “it would take away that localised policing approach”. This indicates that members of the public will lose their trust within the police if the support is reduced due to the police having a significant impact on local communities. Overall, there is no need for one police force in Wales as over time it would not work out long term because the public would lose confidence in the police over time if the forces were to reduce down to one meaning that this would affect local communities who prefer to have local police forces as it is suited better for members of the community. According to Evans and Law (2024) “In October 2024, 52% of adults told a YouGov survey of Great Britain that they had no/not very much confidence in the police to tackle crime locally, compared to 39% in October 2019.” This illustrates that this would be another reason not to only have just one police force in Wales because if their confidence is already low, having one police force only will make the public’s confidence drop even more which would have a negative impact on the police if they had no belief that they would reduce crime.
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