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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

The Changes in Police and Third-Party response toward dealing with domestic related violence.

INTRODUCTION:

The reason for this topic is to explore the changes that have been made over the past decade to improve the overall way that the police service and relevant third-party agencies deal with domestic violence. 

The rate of domestic violence reports is rapidly increasing, which could have a number of contributing factors. Domestic violence is now far more recognised, which has encouraged more victims to come forward, however, the gap between victims reporting, and victims supporting any sort of positive police action, is still wide. 

Domestic related violence can involve several attributes, including physical, emotional, mental and financial. It is important to recognise what type of abuse is being conflicted on the victim to ensure the correct support is given. 

I will investigate how policing has improved toward dealing with domestic violence, and what type of support is now available for and offered to victims. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The information that I want to collect whilst I am researching this topic is:

· Have police and third-party agency responses to domestic violence calls become more effective?
· What are police and other agencies doing to reduce the risk of further domestic violence related calls?
· What are the main causes of domestic related assaults?

The steps that I am going to be taking to research the key points of my question will be, to review and compare any relevant literature relating to domestic related incidents that have been dealt with by the police.

I will also be exploring the work that is undertaken by third party agencies, such as, Women’s Aid, and also the use of the Police ‘Victim Referral System’. 

Also, I will be referring to the Public Protection Notification (PPN) service that is put in place by the police, and why it is good practice to implement this after attending a domestic violence related incident. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Throughout, I will be referring to the relevant websites that involve UK policing and domestic related incidents.  I will compare and analyse the material found within other forces within the UK to explore how other police forces manage and deal with domestic incidents, and what support they offer. 

I will also use relevant Journals and articles to support my research and findings within my research.  

I will consider Government reports and will refer to the relevant legislation and how it has changed to meet the current demand of domestic incidents. 

I will include relevant research that will support the theory of the gap between victims reporting domestic related incidents, and victims not supporting, or withdrawing a police prosecution. I will also explore factors that contribute to this. 






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be using two main types of research methods. 
One being the ‘Quantitative’ method, which will allow me to measure and compare the statistics involving domestic incidents rising, compared to how many are supporting with a police prosecution. I will also use Quantitative data to compare the number of domestic violence incidents within different forces within the UK and discuss why these are different. 

The other research method I will use is a ‘Qualitative’ method, where I will involve experience-based research, which will allow me to investigate the subject in more detail. I will also be looking at case studies to support this research. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target sample I will use will be members of the public, which may or may not give me an insight to personal experiences. Speaking with members of the public will also give me understanding of the opinions and views of the subject, whether they have experienced some form of domestic violence or know somebody who has. 

I will also target the experts within the subject of domestic violence and obtain their insight.  I will explore how the experts within this field investigate and aim to prevent domestic violence taking place and what support is offered in cases of domestic violence. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I believe that there will not be any ethical issues when writing this essay. I will ensure that all research and writing is my own and all information gathered is anonymous.  




	TIME SCALE:
I believe all research will be conducted in 2 – 3 months. All research gathered will be used to create this essay which will take a further 2 – 3 months. 
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