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Tasks in the order I received them: 
Task One: Semiotic Analysis (Ryan task) = 433 words.
Task Two: Manifesto (Julia Task) =434 words.
Task Three. (Jon Task) =499 words.













Task One: Semiotic Analysis (Ryan’s task)
Semiotics can be defined as ‘the study of signs and symbols and their use or interpretation’ (Oxford). A sign communicates meaning but it is with semiotics that we understand the meaning of the sign. In 1964, Barthes wrote, ‘semiology aims to take in any system of signs’ (Barthes, 1964). This message implies semiotics looks not just at signs in everyday life, such as your general road signs, but signs can also be found in drawings, paintings, photographs, words, sounds and body language.
Every sign is made up of a signifier and signified. The signifier is the physical existence whilst the signified explains the mental concept. An example of this in everyday life is the word ‘cool’. If we take the communicated word ‘cool’ as a signifier, it can then be interpreted and understood in different contexts and situations as the signified. ‘Cool might refer to temperature. But in another, it might refer to something as ‘stylish’ or ‘popular’’ (Chew).
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In August 2014, the British band Royal Blood released their debut studio album Royal Blood. The album cover portrays a surreal etching of a goddess by the environmentally and spiritually aware contemporary artist Dan Hillier. Pachamama, the South American goddess originates from the ancient Inca, the people who inhabited the Andes mountains.  She is still an important aspect of religion in Peru today.
Pachamama ‘oversees life by nourishing and protecting its inhabitants, her children’ (Goddess Garden, 2018).  The goddess herself is seen holding the starry solar system in her hair and clutching the rivers, forests and mountains to her chest. The positioning of Pachamama’s hands over her heart connotes that something is held dear to her. For something to be dear to one’s heart signifies something ‘very personally and emotionally important’ (Merriam-Webster) which helps us to understand just how meaningful ‘her children’ (Goddess Garden, 2018) are to her. It may also possibly represent the respect she gives, but also receives for the aspect of work she does. 
Pachamama’s appearance is covered with only her eyes and hands exposed. This reminds me of Muslim women who wear the Niqab. The Niqab is a ‘veil for the face that leaves the area around the eyes clear’ (BBC, 2018) and is a modesty garment worn to respect the advice given in the Koran – the holy text of Islam – to dress modestly. I think Pachamama is covered in this way to connote that respect is important and that if she is not respected by communities then destructions and disaster will occur. ‘When she is disrespected, it is believed that problems will arise, such as earthquakes’ (Goddess Garden, 2018). 
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Task Two: Manifesto (Julia’s Task)
1. Be open to mistakes.
2. Learn by my mistakes.
3. To always draw.
4. Pay attention to detail.
5. Strive to achieve.
6. Be patient with myself. 
7. Explore and experiment.

Keywords: Always draw.
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            3. To always draw. 
If we take the words always and draw and put them into the Cambridge dictionary, we get the definitions of to ‘make a picture of something or someone with a pencil or pen’, ‘every time or all the time’. By provoking challenge and fostering commitment I believe that drawing everyday is a key factor and importance of becoming an artist. This is a personal manifesto that I have recently adapted to within my life, even if it is for five minutes a day. To draw everyday will help improve your hand-eye coordination. ‘The more you draw, the better your brain, your eyes and your hands harmonise’ (Tony). I know this statement to be true as I have become better at recording the visuals found around me every day, also my drawing skills have become more accomplished. 

Keyword: Mistakes.
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                                                                                                       Mistakes, Loui Jover, 2018.
                   2. Learn by your mistakes.
Mistake can be defined as ‘an action, decision or judgement that produces an unwanted or unintentional result’ (Cambridge). I think that mistakes are good in our work as it helps us to gain knowledge and all it takes is the willingness to learn from them. Within art we can learn and understand what works and what doesn’t from each fault we make. These mistakes teach us to clarify what we really want out of our productions. ‘We don’t make mistakes, just happy little accidents’ (Ross). I think what the artist was trying to suggest here was that occasionally a mistake can sometimes transform a piece of work. That not all mistakes are bad and in need of correction. ‘A mistake became an act of rebellion against the status quo’ (Ruggeri, 2016), is how Julia Margaret Cameron’s work was described in one article. Cameron was a British photographer who was ahead of her time and helped raised photography to an art form in the 19th century. Cameron’s work was known as smudged, smeared and out of focus but this biggest criticism was the thing that hallmarked her style and endured her fame. Her mistakes. 

Keywords: Explore, Experiment.
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                                                                                                                   Format Team, 2018.  
8. Experiment. 
Experimentation can be defined as ‘a course of action tentatively adopted without being sure of the eventual outcome’ (Oxford). I believe that exploring and experimenting with new tools and media is an important part of becoming an artist and understanding where your talents lay. ‘Artists must experiment in order to find their way around themselves’ (Crow, 2019). I believe this statement to be true as without experimenting, we would never truly understand what other possibilities are out there. 
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Task Three. (Jon’s Task)
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An observational reflection of my own miniature painting inspired by the Duke Street Arcade building in Cardiff. This Grade II listed building particularly caught my eye as the iconic gothic style retains exceptionally striking and quirky details. 
To characterise this building in my own work I wanted to drastically change the appearance of the building and so I decided to do this with scale. I took a huge structure and made it into a two-dimensional miniature painting. The influence of this idea came from the contemporary South African artist Lorraine Loots. I found Loots to be an inspiration to my own work as I liked the realistic qualities she embedded into her miniatures which helped create a sense of place.  
My own work is a water-coloured painting of the Duke Street Arcade building composed central on the paper with dimensions of approximately 4x4cm. The accurately portrayed colours used helps create a sense of space and form within my work. Bright colour value has been used in my work to represent the outside of the building at daytime light. I would describe my work as representational artwork as I have painted an object from the real world that is easily distinguishable. Lines have played an important part within my work. Their appearance can be seen horizontally, vertically, straight, thick and thin. They help lead yours eyes around the composition and dictate character within the piece. Lines help define the shape of the buildings’ contour and create the two-dimensional form seen. Texture can be identified through the surface quality of the building that we can sense through touch, meaning that all objects have a physical texture. Texture gives a sense that the building can be depicted as cold, hard, smooth and rough.
I would describe my artwork as aesthetic, with no social, political or religious concerns, as it evokes a happy and calming emotion which is pleasing to my senses. I believe aesthetic artwork to be important as art is about ‘sharing the way we experience the world’ (Joseph Nieters) and so it is the power of finding beauty in the ordinary that makes for the simplest things. I would like to think that my work affects an audience in a positive way initiating a feeling or emotion of contentment and euphoria. 
Through the process of creating this miniature, I believe I have grown as an artist due to the new skills acquired within using my chosen material of the watercolours. This includes varying my techniques such as using the material in a dry and wet state to alter the control of the medium and the importance of selection and deciding what and how much detail needs to be portrayed in my work. I have also built confidence in using this subject material which is beneficial in giving me confidence to try new things. My focus has become more apparent and discipline for perseverance has gradually improved which provokes me to continually try new skills and become successful in my practice.
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